Maynard Messenger

TEMPORARY POSITION FOR BISHOP PALMER
The Council of Bishops of
The United Methodist Church
has assigned Bishop Gregory V.
Palmer as interim presiding
bishop of the Illinois Great
Rivers Conference (IGRC)
effective July 1. He will stand in
for Bishop Frank Beard who will
begin medical leave at that time.
Bishop Palmer will continue to
serve the people of West Ohio.
He and his wife, Cynthia will
remain in the Columbus area.
“I am humbled to take on
this short-term assignment,”
Palmer said. “My respect and
affection for Bishop Beard and
for the IGRC can have me do no
less. My prayers for his
wholeness will continue to be
ongoing. I have always
gratefully accepted the
appointment of a bishop or an
assignment by the Jurisdictional
Committee on the Episcopacy
or the Council of Bishops.”

In 2008, Bishop
Palmer served one
quadrennium as
resident bishop in
the IGRC. His
familiarity with
Gregory
the conference and Bishop
Palmer
his confidence in
the leadership in West Ohio will
assist him as he navigates this
new assignment.
“I have labored to build a
strong and nimble team in West
Ohio in whom I have great
confidence,” Palmer said. “The
IGRC has strong leaders that I
can support and encourage in
the work of Jesus the Christ.”
Valerie Willis, chair of the
West Ohio Conference
Episcopacy Committee, asks
West Ohioans to support
Bishops Beard and Palmer.
“Bishop Palmer is willing to
serve in this capacity for a
cont. p. 4
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Pastor: The Rev. Nancy Day-Achauer
Music Director:
Bryan Babcock
Secretary:
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IN-PERSON WORSHIP BEGINS JUNE 6!!!
Starting June 6, Maynard Ave
will have two options for Sunday
worship: In-person and
livestream! It is exciting to be
returning to the sanctuary;
however, it is important that we
do so safely. The Leadership
Team learned through the survey
that we have a very high
vaccination rate at Maynard but
we cannot ensure that everyone
in the building is fully vaccinated;
therefore, we have developed the
following safety protocols for our
reopening:
1. Masks must be worn inside
the church building.
2. Social distancing must be
maintained. (Family/
household groups can sit
together.)
3. Pews will be designated for
seating to ensure distancing.

4. Passing of the Peace will be
on hiatus.
5. Communion will use
commercially packaged
individual juice and wafer
packs that will be handed out
upon entering the sanctuary.
6. Safety protocols will be
adjusted as needed.
We are not able to provide inperson children’s programming at
this time but we have an exciting
virtual children’s church program
that will launch June 6. We
previewed the virtual church after
worship last Sunday and will
have more opportunities for you
to see it so stay tuned!
Livestream
We will livestream the inperson worship service on our
YouTube channel for those who

need to continue worshipping
online. If you need assistance
learning how to watch a
livestream on YouTube, please let
us know and we’ll walk you
through it.
If you have any questions or
concerns, please call me at 740417-0137 or email me. I look
forward to our being together
soon!
Pastor Nancy

MAYNARD TOWNHALL—YOU ARE INVITED!
Christians around the world
celebrated Pentecost this past
Sunday, a day commemorating
when the Holy Spirit came upon
Jesus’ first disciples and set them
on fire for the Gospel. This
event was the birth of the
Church and the Holy Spirit is
still moving among Jesus’
followers today guiding and
empowering them to share the
Gospel. We can trust that the
Holy Spirit is moving here at
Maynard too, leading us on a
journey towards a future of
lifegiving, Christ-centered
vitality.
What exactly is our journey?
We don’t know yet! That’s
where each of you come in. We
need to start the journey by
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coming together as a community
and talking. The Leadership
Team will hold a congregational
townhall on Zoom so we can
talk and begin to discern a future
that will be filled with the power
of the Holy Spirit so we can
grow and thrive.
To ensure that everyone has
a chance to participate, our
Leadership Team will do this on
three different dates:
June 15 at 7 p.m.,
June 21 at 6 p.m., and
June 30 at 1 p.m.
You can attend whichever
date works for you and are
welcome to attend more than
one session. Have questions?
Call me at 740-417-0137 or
email. We look forward to

everyone participating and
discerning together what the
Holy Spirit has in mind so we
can thrive!
Zoom Link: https://
us02web.zoom.us/
j/89927215726 or Call in: 646518-9805
Pastor Nancy

WHAT CHURCHGOERS MISS ABOUT IN-PERSON SERVICES
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SPECIAL MUSIC IN MAY 2021
First and foremost, thank you
for bringing your talents each
week as the special music at
Maynard. Bryan, thank you for
bringing everyone back to
Maynard’s worship service so
often.
May was a five-Sunday
month bringing us Mother’s Day,
Pentecost, and Peace with Justice
Sunday, along with Maynard’s
talented family and friends.
For the first Sunday in May
Bryan enlisted Paul Wilbur to
begin the month of special music.
Paul chose Morning Has Broken to
share with us. Did you find
yourself singing along with Paul?
On May 9 (Mother’s Day),
we were blessed with Stephanie
Stephens’ beautiful voice when
she sang I Have Felt the Hand of
God.
Ascension Sunday, May 16,
brought us Jo Ellen Harris who
sang Do Lord. I found myself
tapping my foot along with Jo
Ellen’s singing.
Pentecost! May 23! What a
beautiful day! Danielle Mann
joined us and sang Spirit of God.
The Spirit of God reached all of
this day.
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The last Sunday of May
brought us our fearless music
director Bryan Babcock singing A
Call to Silence, leading us into
prayer time. A beautiful song
with which to end the month of
May on this Memorial Sunday.
Thank you all!!

Stephanie
Stephens
Danielle Mann

Paul Wilbur
Jo Ellen Harris

Bryan Babcock

(archive pics taken
through the years)

TEMPORARY POSITION FOR BISHOP PALMER (CONT’D)
colleague in need and we are
willing to support him in any
manner necessary,” she said
in a statement. “At this time,
I ask you pray for both
bishops — Bishop Beard for
healing and strength and
Bishop Palmer for wisdom
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and guidance, and their wives
during this time.”
Currently, the North
Central Jurisdiction has three
bishops providing episcopal
leadership for other
conferences that are without
assigned bishops due to
retirement. Two of these

bishops are serving two
conferences, while the other
bishop came out of
retirement. Bishop Palmer’s
interim appointment is not
contingent upon an election.
His interim assignment will
end when Bishop Beard
returns from medical leave.

CHILDREN’S VIRTUAL CHURCH
What do you get when you
cross a video game with Michael
Lindner and Pastor Nancy? You
get children’s virtual church!
Michael and I recently
attended a Worship Design
Studio seminar and discovered
Gather Town, a program that lets
you create virtual places and add
fun elements. Michael recreated
the main floor of the church that
children can explore using their
avatar. It’s the only church
where you can get away with
running over the tops of the pews!
At the front of the sanctuary,
children can listen to videos of the
children’s message and songs
sung by members of the Maynard
church family with new content
every week. Virtual church is
even more fun when you make a
date to visit it with your friends at
the same time so you can interact
with one another.
Children’s virtual church
launches June 6 but you can take
a peek now at https://
gather.town/app/8H65lJz
jucjPXRzF/MAUMC. (The
program works best when using a
computer with Chrome or Edge.)
This peek is a teaser, Michael is
still adding elements including a

weekly scavenger hunt
announced in the children’s
message. You are welcome to
share children’s virtual church
with your friends and family with
children so they can attend with
your child(ren). Please do not
share the link on social media or
other public spaces.

Need tech support? Michael
can help.
Please take a sneak peek and
then come back every week
starting June 6 and have fun in
children’s virtual church!
Pastor Nancy
Michael Lindner

In-person, in the sanctuary, on June 6.
Can’t make it? Nervous about Covid-19? Join us live streaming on Facebook:
Hope to see you Sunday, June 6!!
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NEIGHBORHOOD SERVICES, INC. DONATIONS
With the Covid-19 pandemic
still holding us in its clutches,
Neighborhood Services, Inc.
(NSI), has decided that shopping
indoors will be suspended,
curbside pickup only.
Since in-store shopping is put
on hold, NSI has asked that we
donate financially to their food
pantry. Donate by sending a
check to Maynard, and Andy will
send a combined check from all

Maynardites to NSI. Make your
check out to “Maynard Ave
UMC” and put “NSI” on the
memo line. Maybe a donation
Sunday in May to help stock their
shelves. Watch for more
information on that.
Cash donations go the
$1 equals 4 meals
farthest, and NSI has the buying
$10 equals 40 meals!!!
power to purchase $10 worth of
Your money will go a long
food for every $1 donated to NSI! way. Your support is greatly
appreciated.

USE OF DONNA B’S STORAGE ITEMS (MONTHLY REMINDER)
Donna B’s Thrift Store and
Boutique has been closed during
this pandemic, but some ministry
work has been in progress.
There is quite a bit of
inventory at Donna B’s in the
store itself and in the storage
room. There is even a bit of
furniture in the garage! We have
been reaching out to
organizations, such as the Red
Cross and The Purple Heart, to
see if we have any items they may

be looking for, such as clothing,
household items, furniture, etc.
And we certainly want to
reach out to our friends and
family at Maynard Ave UMC. If
you, or someone you know is in
need of some household items or
clothing, please check with us at
Donna B's.
You can contact the church,
and Claudia will get us connected
with you. And I will even deliver
items to you!

Stay safe! Stay Healthy!
Peace,
Leo Soboslai
Leadership Chair/
Donna B’s staff

MOWING!!!
Grass cutting time has arrived in
Ohio! It has definitely arrived at
Maynard!
Volunteers are needed to cut the
grass at the church and parsonage
on a weekly basis. If we had four to
six willing members signed up, we would potentially
only have to take a monthly turn cutting. Please
consider volunteering!
Let Claudia know what week(s) you are
available to mow. She will send out reminders.
Thank you!/Trustees
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2021 ANNUAL CONFERENCE
The 52nd session of the West
Ohio Annual Conference will be
held virtually via Zoom Webinar
on:
- Sunday June 6, 2:00– 7:00 p.m.
and
- Monday, June 7, 8:30 a.m. –
5:00 p.m.
This year’s theme is “Run the
Race with Perseverance” based on
Hebrews 12:1-2.

https://www.westohioumc
.org/ac/2021/informational
sessions to register.

Annual Conference Offering
to Support Disaster Response
This year’s West Ohio
Annual Conference Offering will
be used to support disaster
response in West Ohio and
around the United States. In
2020, millions of people were
Virtual informational sessions
affected by natural disasters, from
for each of the recommendations wildfires to floods to hurricanes
for the 2021 Annual Conference and tornadoes.
Half of the funds raised by
are to be held via Zoom. You are
encouraged to participate in one this year’s Annual Conference
of the two sessions for each
Offering will go to the United
Methodist Committee on Relief
recommendation. For more
information and to register Visit (UMCOR) to be used for disaster

ministry across the U.S., and the
other half will stay here in West
Ohio to provide assistance for our
neighbors in need when a disaster
strikes.
Since Annual Conference will
be held virtually on June 6-7, we
ask that you send a check to
Maynard with “Ann’l Conf” on
the memo line. Thank you for
your support!

WEST OHIO ANNUAL CONFERENCE OFFERING
This year’s West Ohio Annual
Conference Offering will be used
to support disaster response in
West Ohio and around the
United States.
In 2020, millions of people
were affected by natural disasters,
from wildfires to floods to
hurricanes and tornadoes.
Experts are predicting an
extremely active hurricane season
in 2021, with a higher-thanaverage number of named storms,
as well as major hurricanes.
When disasters happen, it is
often the local church that
provides the first response to their
community. In Lawrence
County, OH, after ice storms in
February caused electrical

outages, a local church — New
Hope UMC — used funds from a
West Ohio Disaster Response
grant to provide food, bottled
water, and fuel for heaters. In
addition, Emergency Response
Team (ERT) members from
across West Ohio worked to
remove debris and downed trees
— and continue to do so on
properties throughout Lawrence
County.
Half of the funds raised by
this year’s Annual Conference
Offering will go to the United
Methodist Committee on Relief
(UMCOR) to be used for disaster
ministry across the U.S., and the
other half will stay here in West
Ohio to provide assistance for our

neighbors in need when a disaster
strikes. Since Annual Conference
will be held virtually on June 6-7,
churches and individuals will
need to give to the Annual
Conference Offering online or by
mailing a check to the Conference
office.
Read the entire article from
NewsNet at https://
www.westohioumc.org/
conference/news/annualconference-offering-supportdisaster-response
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FIGHT FOR TRANS INCLUSION ANTI-TRANS LEGISLATION
Across the United States, antitrans legislation is threatening
God’s beloved children. A wave
of cruel legislation is threatening
trans existence by seeking to
remove healthcare access, full
inclusion in schools, use of public
facilities, and more. This rash of
legislation exists because fearful
Christians are using trans people
as a political and religious
scapegoat.
Three ways for RUMs and
Reconciling Ministries to fight
anti-trans legislation is to call
your legislators, write a letter to
the editor, or write an op-ed.
Please feel free to use this
language or to adapt it for your

use. This language exists to help
you, but we encourage you to
make it your own if you’d prefer
that.
We’ve put together some
language to help Reconciling
United Methodists respond to
anti-trans legislation spreading
across the U.S. Go to the
website: https://
rmnetwork.org/2021/04/26/
write-call-against-anti-translegislation/?
mc_cid=0baaa2d9a0&mc_eid=8
b98a41020 to learn more about
anti-trans legislation in your state
and how you can faithfully react.
Trans people already face
heightened levels of

UMC PRIDE FESTIVAL AT BETHEL INTERNATIONAL UMC
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discrimination and violence. As
Reconciling United Methodists
— people of faith committed to
the affirmation and inclusion of
God’s LGBTQ children — we
have a spiritual obligation to
speak out.
reconciling recap
May 7, 2021

BUCKEYE TREES’ HERITAGE
Did you know that Ohio’s
nickname, “The Buckeye State,”
is due to the fact that Ohio’s hills
and plains were once covered
with buckeye trees? Ohio’s first
settlers said that when our state
was still on the frontier, a squirrel
could go from Pennsylvania to
Indiana without ever touching the
ground, and a lot of the trees
along the way would have been
buckeyes.
A buckeye was supposedly the
first tree settlers cut down to
make their log cabins for Ohio’s
first city, Marietta. The nuts are
inedible but Native Americans
boiled them to extract the tannic
acid for making leather. In
celebration of our state’s heritage,

three buckeye trees are planted on
the grounds of the U.S Capitol.
Today the most common trees
in Ohio are oaks, hickories,
maples, and beeches, but our
buckeye trees live on in the name
of Ohio State’s mascot and in the
tasty chocolate and peanut butter
treats of the same name.
To learn more about Ohio’s
trees, including where to find the
largest trees in Ohio — our socalled 16 “National Champion”
trees — visit the Ohio
Department of Natural Resources
website https://ohiodnr.gov/
wps/portal/gov/odnr/discover- only the biggest in Ohio but are
and-learn/safety-conservation/ the biggest of their kind in the
United States.
about-ODNR/forestry/
submitted by Julie Strauch
champion-trees? The National
Children’s
Hospital Newsletter
Champion Trees in Ohio are not

April 30, 2021

PLANT SALE AT THE COLUMBUS MENNONITE CHURCH
Saturday, June 5, 2021
9:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m.
Columbus Mennonite Church, located at 35 Oakland Park Avenue,
Columbus 43214, is holding a plant sale. They will have lots of great
perennials and annuals at good prices. Proceeds support the Peacemaker’s
Comforter Project for Refugees.

USHER(S) NEEDED FOR JUNE
Did you think you would hear the need for ushers anytime soon? Well the
time is here! Ushers are needed for the remainder of the year but especially for the
month of June. Feel free to sign up with a friend so the balcony can also be covered by an usher. Please let Claudia know via phone call or email if you are able
to be usher for June. She looks forward to hearing from you!

Sacred Time Out—Wednesdays, 6:30 p.m.
(new time)
Midweek small group discussions.
All are welcome at Kerry Ragsdale’s home!
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CONVERSATIONS RE PALESTINE
Tuesday, June 1, 2021
3:00 p.m. on Zoom
Conversations on Palestine
with Omar Barghouti and
Pranav Jani

Omar Barghouti is an
independent Palestinian
commentator and human rights
activist. He is a founding
member of the Palestinian
Campaign for the Academic and
Join us for a conversation
with Omar Barghouti, co-founder Cultural Boycott of Israel
(PACBI) and the Palestinian Civil
of the Boycott, Divestment, and
Society Boycott, Divestment and
Sanctions (BDS) movement for
Sanctions (BDS) campaign
Palestinian rights, and Pranav
against Israel. He holds
Jani, associate professor of
bachelor's and master’s degrees in
English and advisor to Students
electrical engineering from
for Justice in Palestine at The
Columbia University, NY, and a
Ohio State University. Comaster's degree in philosophy
sponsored by We Are Not
(ethics) from Tel Aviv University.
Numbers, JVP*-Albany, JVPAlbuquerque, JVP-Detroit, JVPPranav Jani is an associate
Bay Area, JVP-Cleveland, JVPprofessor
of English with a focus
Los Angeles, JVP-Milwaukee,
JVP-Northern New Jersey, JVP- in postcolonial studies and critical
Sacramento, JVP-San Diego, JVP ethnic studies at the Ohio State
University. He currently serves
-Swarthmore, JVP-Triangle
as director of the Asian American
North Carolina, JVP-Tucson,
JVP-Westchester, The Columbus Studies Program, chapter
president of the American
Free Press, Indiana Center for
Association of University
Middle East Peace, Israel
Professors (AAUP), and faculty
Committee Against House
Demolitions - USA, and Middle advisor for the OSU chapter of
Students for Justice in Palestine.
East Peace Now. Facebook.
Pranav’s research expertise and
Register for access to the Zoom
teaching interests lie in the
event: http://tiny.cc/
literatures, cultures, and histories
BarghoutiConvo. ASL
of colonized and formerly
interpretation provided.

25TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE ORDER OF DEACONS
This year the West Ohio Conference joins The United Methodist
Church and the General Board of Higher Education and Ministry in
celebrating the 25th. anniversary of The Order of Deacon.
Check out the NewsNet (newsnet@wocumc.org) website to read
stories of deacons and their continuing service in the West Ohio
Conference of the United Methodist Church.
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colonized
people (in
Africa, Asia,
the
Caribbean,
and Ireland),
and people
of color in
Omar Barghouti
the United
States. In
particular,
Pranav
specializes in
South Asia
and the
South Asian
diaspora,
Marxist
theories of
Pranav Jani
nationalism
and colonialism, and the
intertwined legacies of
colonialism, settler-colonialism,
and slavery.
If you would like to take
immediate action, donate to
Medical Aid for Palestine:
https://www.map.org.uk/.
*JVP—Jewish Voice for Peace
submitted Connie Hammond
Peace with Justice Chair

FLAG DAY — JUNE 14
As the month of May ends
along with the celebration
honoring all those who died
fighting for our country, we
begin June thinking of the flag
for which they fought. June 14
is celebrated each year as Flag
Day … this annual holiday
celebrates the history and
symbolism of the American flag.
What we know fondly as the
“Stars and Stripes” was adopted
by the Continental Congress as
the official American flag on
June 14, 1777, in the midst of
the Revolutionary War.
Colonial troops fought under
many different flags with various
symbols — rattlesnakes, pine
trees, and eagles — and slogans
— ”Don’t Tread on Me,”
“Liberty or Death,” and
“Conquer or Die,” to name a
few. The Declaration of
Independence made the
adoption of an American flag
necessary. Previously, each
colony or special interest had its
own flag.
On the 14th of June, Congress
made the following resolution:
“The flag of the United States
shall be thirteen stripes, alternate
red and white, with a union of
thirteen stars of white on a blue
field …” Official announcement
of the new flag was not made
until September 3, 1777.
The origins of the Stars and
Stripes have become part of
American folklore. Although
many people believe that Betsy
Ross designed and sewed the
first flag, there is no true proof of
this. Based on colonial folklore,
it has also been stated that the
American flag was first flown in
battle during the Revolutionary

War at the Battle of Cooch’s
Bridge in 1777. This may also
be the stuff of legend. However,
what we do know is this: The
first American flag was designed
to represent the 13 original
colonies with 13 white stars on a
blue field and 13 alternating red
and white stripes.
Flag Day is not an official
federal holiday, but its
observance is traditionally
proclaimed each year by the
president of the United States.
On Flag Day, many towns and
cities hold parades and events to
celebrate the flag, and the colors
are to be flown at all government
buildings.
History of the flag:
 January 1, 1776: The first
United States flag, the
“Grand Union,” was
displayed by George
Washington. It became the
unofficial national flag,
preceding the 13-star, 13stripe version.
 June 14, 1777: The Stars
and Stripes were adopted by
the Continental Congress as
the Flag of the United States.
 June 14, 1877: Flag Day
was observed nationally for
the first time on the 100th
anniversary of the Stars and
Stripes — and continues
today.
 June 14, 1937: Pennsylvania
became the first state in the
United States to celebrate
Flag Day officially as a state
holiday.
 July 4, 1960: The new 50star flag was flown for the
first time — the flag that still
flies today.

The Continental Congress
left no record as to why it chose
the colors of red, white, and
blue. However, in 1782, the
Congress of the Articles of
Confederation chose the colors
for the Great Seal of the United
States with these meanings:
 white for purity and
innocence
 red for valor and hardiness
 blue for vigilance,
perseverance, and justice
The U.S. Flag Code is an
official set of guidelines (not
laws) that dictates how a flag
should be flown in order to show
it the respect and honor that it
deserves.
Sometimes there is debate
about flying the flag at night.
The flag is usually taken indoors
at night out of respect, but there
are some places where flying the
flag around the clock is
permissible. In truth, the flag
may be flown at night anywhere
that it may be flown during the
day, provided that it is properly
illuminated during the hours of
darkness.
Taken in part from: https://
www.almanac.com/content/
flag-day-celebration-american-flag
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1 p.m.—virtual
Townhall meeting
on Zoom

10:30 a.m.—join videoconference online

6:30 p.m..— STO —
at Kerry’s house

6:30 p.m..— STO — at
Kerry’s house

7 p.m.—virtual
Townhall meeting
on Zoom

6:30 p.m..— STO —
at Kerry’s house

6 p.m.—virtual
Townhall meeting
10:30 a.m.—join video- on Zoom
conference online
4 p.m.—visit
encampments

10:30 a.m.—join videoconference online

VIRTUAL ANNUAL CONFERENCE

10:30 a.m.—join videoconference
online

6:30 p.m..— Sacred
Time Out — at Kerry’s

7 p.m.—Leadership
Team Meeting on
Zoom

11 a.m.—UMC Pride
Festival at Bethel
International UMC

