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Dear friends of Jesus Christ: 
I was crestfallen a week ago today 

when I heard about the tragic loss of life 
and the enormous physical and moral 
injury inflicted upon those left behind.  
My dismay is multi-layered.  First of all, 
there is an apparent singling out of a 
particular racial, ethnic group.  I am 
well aware that the presumed 
perpetrator claims otherwise regarding 
targeting.  But layered upon the clear 
ratcheting up of violence in word and 
deed toward Asian Americans, race and 
ethnicity cannot be discounted as a 
salient factor.  The resurgence of anti-
Asian rhetoric and violence is hardly 
new.  Old as it is it is nevertheless 
unacceptable in a civil society.  It is 
abhorrent for people of Christian faith.  
Or at least it ought to be.  We are those 
who make the claim that upon every 
person is stamped the image of God.  If 
that which we have preached and 
taught is true it cannot be true only as 
an intellectual exercise.  It must be 
embodied.  

Secondly the alleged gunman claims 
in affect that he was trying to exorcise 
the demonic forces that haunted him.  
I fully support anyone running in the 
opposite direction of bad behaviors.  
But running toward firearms and then 
turning them outward toward the 
perceived source of temptation is bad 

theology and terrible sociology.  It is too 
simplistic and places all of one’s 
troubles outside of the self and is 
therefore an avoidance of real soul 
work.  Further, in the light of the gospel 
of Jesus Christ, violence as a problem-
solving method personal or societal is 
short sighted at best and no solution at 
all at worst. 

We have been tracing the life and 
ministry of Jesus during these Lenten 
days.  Next week, Holy Week, we reach 
a particular climax.  One of the things 
that dawns on me anew at this stage in 
the liturgical cycle each year is how 
much Jesus identifies with our hopes 
and dreams as well as our pain and 
suffering.  In the course of that he seeks 
to break the cycles of violence, rage, 
alienation, and hatred.  The message of 
every Easter is his victory over the worst 
makes it possible for us to be victorious 
over all the obstacles to living a God-
centered, abundant life.  But it starts 
with owning our stuff and standing with 
all of our wounded fellow pilgrims on 
the human journey.  This week we must 
name our Asian sisters and brothers 
specifically and stand with them and for 
them against all that would seek to 
dehumanize them.  In the name of 
Jesus let’s stand with each and all upon 
whom the image of God is imprinted.  

NewsNet March 23, 2021 
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Maynard uses the app 

“GoToMeeting” for Sunday’s 

service.   

New to GoToMeeting?  Get 

the app now and be ready when 

your first meeting starts:  https://

global.gotomeetingcom/

install/623899509.  When you 

log in, it will prompt you if 
Michael is not ready.   

Please join my meeting from 

your computer, tablet, or 

smartphone.  

https://global.gotomeeting. 

com/join/623899509 

 

You can also dial in using 

your phone.  

United States (Toll Free):

 1 877 309 2073  

United States: 

 1 (571) 317-3129  
 

Access Code:  623-899-509  

 

~   ~   ~   ~   ~   ~   ~   ~ 

 
YOUTUBE VIDEO OF SERVICE 

Did you miss worship 
videoconference today—or any 

Sunday?  Go to YouTube Videos, 
then search Maynard Ave UMC.  

You can see any of the services 

you have missed.  Join us if you 

can — but this is an alternative.  
Pastor Nancy brings the word, 

Bryan the hymns, and special 

music from someone who has 
previously attended Maynard! 

(archive pics taken  

through the years) 

JOIN MAYNARD’S VIDEOCONFERENCE SERVICE SUNDAYS AT 10:30 A.M. 

SPECIAL MUSIC IN MARCH 2021 

First and foremost, a big 
thank you for all who volunteered 

to be Maynard’s special music for 
March.  We are so grateful you 

answer Bryan’s call each month!  
This first week of March 

Bryan called back a special 
visitor/friend of Maynard, as well 
as special music singer, Jo Ellen 

Harris.  Jo Ellen sang Because He 

Lives/Old Rugged Cross, favorites 

of her dad (mine, too!), as we 
began our journey to the cross.   

LeeAnn McBride joined us 
again on March 14 to sing an old 

favorite of the congregation.  
Hope you were ready when it was 
time for you to join LeeAnn in 

the chorus of Rain Down. 

Another friend joined us on 

March 21, Stephanie Stephens.  
Stephanie sang Be Not Afraid.  

What a great choice during this 

time of isolation due to the 
pandemic.  Be not afraid! 

Palm Sunday, a joyous day, 
and the last Sunday of March, 

brought a first-time soloist, Maria 
Garcia Bernal, who sang 

Hosanna.  (Bryan, sign her up for 

another Sunday!) 
Thanks again to all our 

singers!  See you virtually on 
Easter Sunday!! 

Jo Ellen Harris 

Stephanie 

Stephens 

Lee Ann McBride 

Winter
/Sprin

g  

Speci
al 

Music
 

Maria Garcia Bernal 

https://global.gotomeeting.com/install/623899509
https://global.gotomeeting.com/install/623899509
https://global.gotomeeting.com/install/623899509
https://global.gotomeeting.com/join/623899509
https://global.gotomeeting.com/join/623899509
tel:+18773092073,,623899509
tel:+15713173129,,623899509


3 

Donna B’s Thrift Store and 
Boutique has been closed during 

this pandemic, but some ministry 
work has been in progress.   

There is quite a bit of 
inventory at Donna B’s in the 

store itself and in the storage 
room.  There is even a bit of 
furniture in the garage!  We have 

been reaching out to 
organizations, such as the Red 

Cross and The Purple Heart, to 
see if we have any items they may 

be looking for, such as clothing, 
household items, furniture, etc. 

And we certainly want to 
reach out to our friends and 

family at Maynard Ave UMC.  If 
you, or someone you know is in 

need of some household items or 
clothing, please check with us at 
Donna B's.   

You can contact the church, 
and Claudia will get us connected 

with you.  And I will even deliver 
items to you!   

Stay safe!  Stay Healthy!   

 
Peace, 

Leo Soboslai 

Leadership Chair/ 
Donna B’s worker 

USE OF DONNA B’S STORAGE ITEMS (MONTHLY REMINDER) 

With the Covid-19 pandemic 
still holding us in its clutches, 

Neighborhood Services, Inc. 
(NSI), has decided that shopping 

indoors will be suspended, 
curbside pickup only.    

Since in-store shopping is put 
on hold, NSI has asked that we 
donate financially to their food 

pantry.  Donate by sending a 
check to Maynard and Andy will 

send a combined check from all 
Maynardites to NSI.  Make your 

check out to “Maynard Ave 
UMC” and put “NSI” on the 

memo line.  Maybe a donation 
Sunday in March toward their 

Easter baskets would be a good 
idea.  Watch for more 

information on that. 
Cash donations go the 

farthest.  NSI has the buying 
power to purchase $10 worth of 
food for every $1 donated to NSI!  

$1 equals 4 meals … $10 equals 
40 meals!!!  Your money will go a 

long way.  Your support is greatly 

appreciated.  (See Sustaining 

Member in Outreach Ministries 

article.) 

NEIGHBORHOOD SERVICES, INC. DONATIONS AND THANK YOU 

Baby bird has landed:  Andrew Robert Bird 
arrived on March 1, 2021, at 7:32 a.m. (MT).  He 

weighed in at 7 lbs 11 oz and measured 20 inches 

long.  Everyone is doing fine, especially grandma 

Jan who flew out early to put herself in quaran-
tine until she could see the baby.  After three 

daughters, grandpa Leo has a grandSON!!! 
And look, Andrew is already a Buckeye fan, 

but what can you expect with two OSU grads as 

his moms!   
Congrats, Hannah and Abby!  He is beautiful! 
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FENTANYL WARNING  

Sadly, there has been a recent 
increase in overdose deaths in 

Columbus, Ohio, Franklin 
County, according to the Franklin 

County Coroner, from 3:15 p. m, 
on 2/24/21 through 2/25/21 at 

7:41 p.m.  The majority of 
overdose deaths are driven largely 
by fentanyl found in illicit pills 

and powders. These deaths are 
occurring more frequently among 

people between ages 24-44. 

WARNING:  

 Beware of counterfeit pills 

that may look like prescription 
drugs. They likely contain 

fentanyl.  
 Do not consume any pill that 

you do not directly receive 

from a pharmacy or your 
prescriber.  

 Pills purchased online are not 
safe.  

WHAT IS FENTANYL?  

Fentanyl is a powerful 
synthetic opioid drug that is 

approximately 100 times more 
powerful than other opioids.  
Fentanyl is often added to illicit 

street drugs such as fake pills and 
white powder.  Fentanyl and 

other opioids cause overdose by 
slowing breathing and eventually 

can cause death.  

WHERE HAS FENTANYL 

SHOWN UP LOCALLY?  

 In Columbus, Ohio, Franklin 

County, fentanyl is most 

commonly seen in blue, 
greenish, or pale colored 

counterfeit pills.  There may 
be other colors.  These pills 

may be marked as “M30” and 
sometimes as “K9,” “215,” 

and “v48.”  Fentanyl may 
also be in white powders that 

are sold as cocaine or heroin 
or methamphetamine. 

 Oxycodone pills that are sold 
on the street or online likely 

contain fentanyl.  
 You can’t smell or taste 

fentanyl.  You can’t tell if 
there’s fentanyl in the pills by 
looking at them.  

 The amount of fentanyl can 
vary between pills, even 

within the same batch.  While 
a single pill might get a person 

high without killing them, 
another pill could be fatal.  

WHAT TO DO TO PREVENT 

FATAL OVERDOSES:  

 Know the signs of an 

overdose or excessive opioid 

use. Someone may be 

overdosing if they:  

 Won’t wake up or it’s 
difficult to awaken them  

 Have slow or no breathing  
 Have pale, ashy, cool skin  
 Have blue lips or 

fingernails  
 Abnormal snoring pattern 

(e.g., unusually loud)  
 Extreme drowsiness  

 If you witness an overdose, 

call 9-1-1 right away.  Ohio’s 

Good Samaritan law will 
protect you and the person 

who is overdosing from drug 
possession charges.  

 Give naloxone (Narcan), a 

nasal spray that counteracts 

the life-threatening effects of 

an opioid overdose.  Find out 

where you can get Narcan at 

www.columbus.gov/

publichealth/programs/

Alcohol-and-Drug-Abuse/

Access-to-Naloxone/  

 Get rid of unused or expired 

medications.  Find a drop-

box near you: 

www.pharmacy.ohio.gov/

Pubs/DrugDisposal 

Resources.aspx  

 If you think someone is 

overdosing, do not let them 

fall back asleep.  

TREATMENT WORKS  

Many different treatment 
options are available across 

Columbus, Ohio, Franklin 
County, including medications to 

treat opioid use disorder.  Go to 

www.columbus.gov/

Templates/Detail.aspx?

id=2147486635 or call 614-224-

1057. 
 

contributed by Julie Strauch 
 

On a personal note, my 
daughter-in-law Terra called me 

one day asking for prayers.  Her 
newly-become-teenager nephew 

decided to try a drug to get high 
“like his friends.”  First time!  He 
was rushed to the hospital as 

unresponsive and the doctors 
were not sure he would live.  

Unlike many, his life was saved 
and he learned a valuable lesson.  

An older nephew of Terra’s got 
out of prison for dealing in drugs 

and had not been rehabilitated as 

he returned to drugs as soon as he 
got out of prison.  Drugs can get a 

hold on you that is very hard to 
break.  Let some of the 

information provided by Julie and 
Children’s Hospital help you if 
the time and/or need arises.  / ce 

https://urldefense.com/v3/__http:/www.columbus.gov/publichealth/programs/Alcohol-and-Drug-Abuse/Access-to-Naloxone/__;!!ODYTt7Uqo6LDP14!w9AngNdli-Bdg5Vntj53RlWXHWQH_C19VAtsux5Y22s8pNnDOE2iFQJfdqteLuTX9Tegxj9Fvu4Kww$
https://urldefense.com/v3/__http:/www.columbus.gov/publichealth/programs/Alcohol-and-Drug-Abuse/Access-to-Naloxone/__;!!ODYTt7Uqo6LDP14!w9AngNdli-Bdg5Vntj53RlWXHWQH_C19VAtsux5Y22s8pNnDOE2iFQJfdqteLuTX9Tegxj9Fvu4Kww$
https://urldefense.com/v3/__http:/www.columbus.gov/publichealth/programs/Alcohol-and-Drug-Abuse/Access-to-Naloxone/__;!!ODYTt7Uqo6LDP14!w9AngNdli-Bdg5Vntj53RlWXHWQH_C19VAtsux5Y22s8pNnDOE2iFQJfdqteLuTX9Tegxj9Fvu4Kww$
https://urldefense.com/v3/__http:/www.columbus.gov/publichealth/programs/Alcohol-and-Drug-Abuse/Access-to-Naloxone/__;!!ODYTt7Uqo6LDP14!w9AngNdli-Bdg5Vntj53RlWXHWQH_C19VAtsux5Y22s8pNnDOE2iFQJfdqteLuTX9Tegxj9Fvu4Kww$
https://urldefense.com/v3/__http:/www.pharmacy.ohio.gov/Pubs/DrugDisposalResources.aspx__;!!ODYTt7Uqo6LDP14!w9AngNdli-Bdg5Vntj53RlWXHWQH_C19VAtsux5Y22s8pNnDOE2iFQJfdqteLuTX9Tegxj9enwTbvQ$
https://urldefense.com/v3/__http:/www.pharmacy.ohio.gov/Pubs/DrugDisposalResources.aspx__;!!ODYTt7Uqo6LDP14!w9AngNdli-Bdg5Vntj53RlWXHWQH_C19VAtsux5Y22s8pNnDOE2iFQJfdqteLuTX9Tegxj9enwTbvQ$
https://urldefense.com/v3/__http:/www.pharmacy.ohio.gov/Pubs/DrugDisposalResources.aspx__;!!ODYTt7Uqo6LDP14!w9AngNdli-Bdg5Vntj53RlWXHWQH_C19VAtsux5Y22s8pNnDOE2iFQJfdqteLuTX9Tegxj9enwTbvQ$
https://urldefense.com/v3/__http:/www.columbus.gov/Templates/Detail.aspx?id=2147486635__;!!ODYTt7Uqo6LDP14!w9AngNdli-Bdg5Vntj53RlWXHWQH_C19VAtsux5Y22s8pNnDOE2iFQJfdqteLuTX9Tegxj-FiEDnkw$
https://urldefense.com/v3/__http:/www.columbus.gov/Templates/Detail.aspx?id=2147486635__;!!ODYTt7Uqo6LDP14!w9AngNdli-Bdg5Vntj53RlWXHWQH_C19VAtsux5Y22s8pNnDOE2iFQJfdqteLuTX9Tegxj-FiEDnkw$
https://urldefense.com/v3/__http:/www.columbus.gov/Templates/Detail.aspx?id=2147486635__;!!ODYTt7Uqo6LDP14!w9AngNdli-Bdg5Vntj53RlWXHWQH_C19VAtsux5Y22s8pNnDOE2iFQJfdqteLuTX9Tegxj-FiEDnkw$
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EASTER IN JERUSALEM 

Last year, we started a new 
tradition. We virtually joined 

Christians in Palestine for a 
powerful virtual worship service 

on Holy Saturday. We were so 
inspired by the liturgy and 

testimonials that we will reprise 
the event this year.  

Please, register and save the date 

of April 3, 2021, 

9 a.m. PT, 12 p.m. ET. 

We look forward to 
reconnecting with Sabeel elders 

and young leaders. We will 
worship together, uplift one 

another, and learn more about the 
unique Palestinian traditions of 

this holiday. 
This event is co-sponsored by 

United Methodists for Kairos 

Response. 
To register, go to:  https://

form.123formbuilder.com/5837

089/. 

 

In solidarity, 
 Rochelle 

 
submitted by Connie Hammond. 

Chair Peace with Justice 

Rochelle Watson 

National Organizer, Friends 

of Sabeel North America 

CHURCH’S OUTSIDE SIGN 

On a beautiful day in March, 
it was time to change the church’s 

outside message to welcome 
visitors to Maynard for Lent and 

Easter.   
Leo Soboslai and Jared Reitz 

(photographer!) took time out of 
their busy days to change the 
sign.  There are two sides and 

both are shown to the right.   
You can help next time!!  Let 

Leo know!  He’ll be grateful! 
Leo and Jared, thanks for 

your time and efforts!! 

(Don’t forget 

some for the 

church 

secretary, too!!) 

https://fosna.nationbuilder.com/r?u=LWkBVqOdk4bBjcJo2A4bU-GNCjUIoFzDQa2fRyyPoftyXY10cSM_Xxzmg8aUN0p9&e=007855565e1c25c74bf589ed8f09b440&utm_source=fosna&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=easter_in_jerusalem&n=2
https://fosna.nationbuilder.com/r?u=LWkBVqOdk4bBjcJo2A4bU-GNCjUIoFzDQa2fRyyPoftyXY10cSM_Xxzmg8aUN0p9&e=007855565e1c25c74bf589ed8f09b440&utm_source=fosna&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=easter_in_jerusalem&n=2
https://fosna.nationbuilder.com/r?u=LWkBVqOdk4bBjcJo2A4bU-GNCjUIoFzDQa2fRyyPoftyXY10cSM_Xxzmg8aUN0p9&e=007855565e1c25c74bf589ed8f09b440&utm_source=fosna&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=easter_in_jerusalem&n=2
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LENTEN REFLECTION:  GRATITUDE 

This writing is a Lenten 
Reflection in keeping with our 

Lenten season theme of reflecting 
on our year of pandemic and our 

thoughts around that and 
symbolic or real ways to move 

forward: 
I consider myself an optimist 

as I’m sure most of my friends 

would say that about me.  It is a 
belief and ritual.  This past year I 

haven’t baked beautiful bread, or 
lost weight, or taken an online 

class.  What I have done is walk 
— hundreds of miles.  I was out 
walking one day and a poem 

started to form in my mind.  I got 
home and edited and re-edited.  

So I am sharing this creation for 

my reflection.  (Sunday, March 7, 
2021) 

 

Gratitude 

  

I leave the house for my morning 
hike 

Looking up, I see a blue, blue sky 
There is a flock of geese in a 

perfect “V” formation 
They are like us.  Soldiering on. 
I carry a pack on my back 

It holds water, Kleenex, extra 

gloves 

Oh yes, the Holy Spirit is in there 
too 

gathering my worries and tossing 
them out 

She laughs, 
gently, 

replacing 
those worries with faith 

I look up again and see the blue, 
blue sky 

I inhale, I exhale, see my breath 

and feel relief. 
 

Joan Krause 

UM News is your fair, faithful 

and trusted denominational news 

source.  The news team brings 
you breaking news, features and 

commentaries from across our 
global connection.   

Peruse updates at 

UMNews.org and in your inbox 

by subscribing to the Daily and 
Weekly Digests.  

Joan 

Krause 

UM NEWS 

http://e.umc.org/MDc4LUpYUS02NDMAAAF74EkG5EFJZ4I2uw986AgdBqnpYOllzDfuk8y3aP3gWjFGRgvqjkw9ZDVZsDC7b7H5Ab4GJo8=


PALM SUNDAY—REJOICE! 
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Decades ago, as English 
actress Gertrude Lawrence 

waited behind the curtain for a 
play to begin, the queen upstaged 

her by arriving at the royal box to 
much applause.  “What an 

entrance,” Lawrence remarked, 
to which her friend, playwright 
Noel Coward, replied, “What a 

part!”  
Jesus certainly made a grand 

entrance into Jerusalem on Palm 
Sunday, entering to adoring 

shouts of “Hosanna!”  But 
worldly glory and fame weren’t 
his intent.  Instead, our Lord 

knew that his Father had 
prepared a sacrificial role for him.  

Jesus handled the adulation with 
dignity and poise.  The humble 

yet courageous Son of God knew 
that danger, despair and death 

awaited — but that he must 
endure it all to fulfill prophecy for 
humanity’s sake.  

The pageantry of Palm 
Sunday is a stark contrast to the 

role of Suffering Servant that 
Jesus faced a few short days later.  

Yet each event during Holy 
Week represents victory — for 

Jesus as well as for his beloved 
children. 

Palm Sunday is a glorious 
day, so let us wave palms and 

shout, “Hosanna in the highest 
heaven!”  The Savior has come.  

What an entrance!  What a part! 
 

The NewsletterNewsletter 

EASTER PRAYER 

From the grave’s depths, Lord 
Jesus Christ, you emerged, 

breaking the hold of sin, death 
and hell, that those who trust in 

you might share in your 
righteousness, life and beloved 

community with God the Father 
and all God's children. We bow 
in awe before your majesty, 

giving thanks for your grace 

extended so bountifully to us. By 
the power of your Spirit who 

lives within us, may we share the 
astonishing news of your 

resurrection with others, that they 
also may know your saving 

grace. Amen. 
 

NewsletterNewsletter 
April 2021 

 

HOLY WEEK:  MARCH 28 TO APRIL 4, 2021 

Join us for virtual worship 
services during Holy Week. 

Maundy Thursday—no service 

this year 

Good Friday—jointly 

worshipping with Summit on 
16th UMC at 6:30 p.m. 

Easter Sunday—worship at 

10:30 a.m.  Invite your friends 

and family to join us at our 
usual worship link.  Pastor 

Nancy will be sending it out 

again on Saturday so you can 

share with others. 



HERD IMMUNITY VS. COMMUNITY IMMUNITY 

Did you join us on Sunday, 

March 21, in worship?  Oh, you 
missed it if you weren’t there !! 

It started with a comment made 
by Charity Rose during  “Pass the 
Peace” —‘There is no finer herd of 
cows I’d rather be with.”   

Michael Lindner thought 
Community Immunity sounded 
better than Herd Immunity.   

Lee Soboslai followed with, 
“Moo, moo, moo, since we are all 
cattle” (at least this week). 

Ibby Fisher wished us all a good 

morning, “my blessed herd, friends.” 
I thought it would be a good idea 

to put a herd of cows in this 
newsletter with everyone’s name 
around their neck.  After all, cows all 
look alike.  BUT maybe that would 
be a little rude.   

With a screen shot, I’m sharing 
some of those at worship on Sunday.   

Join us each week, there is 
always room online or on the phone! 
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Sherron Courneen Bryan Babcock Paul Wilbur (Sue Feikert) Jay Reyes Pastor Nancy 

Nancy Strauch Mamma Fisher Joan Krause Merv Matteson Linda Clark 

Claudia Erlenbach Jan and Leo Soboslai Andy Alderman Michael Lindner Stephanie Stephens 

Doug Joseph Julie Strauch Charity Rose Connie Hammond Ibby Fisher 

On the phone:  Karia Karia, Dennis Kong, and Kim Simpson 

Herd Immunity 

PAUL WILBUR’S PHOTOGRAPHY HONORED AGAIN! 

From Paul Wilbur’s Facebook 
page: 

 
 “It has been a good day art 

wise for me:  I just got notice 
that I got one photograph in 

this year’s spring show for the 
Ohio Art League.  It will be 
an online show on the Ohio 

Art League page April 1.”  

 “I just was informed that my 
friend Mark and I have been 

accepted in a show at the 
Ohio University Chillicothe 

branch starting the end of this 
month (March).  Details to 

follow for online 
presentation.”  

 

We await more information, 

Paul! 



GENERAL CONFERENCE CANCELED/RESCHEDULED 

Bishops Cancel May 8  

General Conference 

 
The United Methodist Council of 

Bishops has canceled its call for a 
special virtual General Conference on 
May 8. 

The bishops made the decision to 
cancel during a March 22 online 
meeting that was closed to the public. 

The bishops also announced that 
they plan to use their regularly 
scheduled April meeting to discuss 
results of listening sessions and discern 
a possible new timeline. 

“Much has been learned over the 
past few weeks and the extended 
timeline will allow for even deeper 
listening by the bishops at the general 

church level but also in our residential 
settings,” Bishop Cynthia Fierro 
Harvey, Council of Bishops president 
and leader of the Louisiana 
Conference, said in a press statement 
after the meeting.  

Last month, the bishops called the 
special one-day session on the same 
day the Commission on the General 
Conference announced that COVID-
19’s threat had forced the 
postponement of the global 
denomination’s top lawmaking 
assembly a second time.  The full 
General Conference, originally set for 
May 2020, is now set for Aug. 29-

Sept. 6, 2022. The meeting venue is 

still in Minneapolis.   
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PRAYER FOR LOVE 

The week of March 19 the 
Reconciling Ministries Network 

shared this prayer in their 
newsletter Reconciling Recap.   

Following Bishop Palmer’s 
letter addressed to “All friends of 

Christ” on the first page, I 
thought it appropriate to share 
this prayer with you.   

Keep all those hurting from 
the shootings in Atlanta, 

Colorado, and elsewhere there is 
violence in your prayers for 

peace, comfort, and 
understanding./ed 
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MULTIPLY MINIS:  TRAININGS TO MULTIPLY YOUR IMPACT 

Over the past few months, the 
Office of Fresh Starts and New 

Beginnings has listened to leaders 
as they engaged in conversation 

around three questions: 
 

 What is going well in your 
church?  

 What are your challenges?  

 How can we best serve you in 
this next season? 

  
The result led to Multiply 

Minis; twenty-two 90-minute 
online trainings created to meet 
the current needs of West Ohio’s 

leaders. “I’m excited about the 
format, the variety, the follow-up 

options, and the innovative 
approach of the Multiply Minis, 

especially since they are based on 
the feedback we received.  I 
encourage you to take as many as 

you would find beneficial,” says 
Bishop Palmer. 

Led by West Ohio 
practitioners who have 

experienced success with 
innovative strategies, Multiply 

Minis will encourage and 
resource leaders to break the 
norms of how we currently 

engage in ministry and move to 
inspire innovative best practices 

for healthy, thriving ministries for 
the future. 

Each participant will leave 
each 90-minute webcast with 
practical, ready-to-use tools along 

with “one big thing” to take 
home.  After completion, 

participants can opt-in to ongoing  
“Co-Labs” which will walk with 

you in putting information into 
action. 

Registration is now open and 

is free to West Ohio clergy and 

laity. Space is limited to 150 

participants. 
To view the full listing of this 

year’s Multiply Minis and/or to 

register for any of the sessions, 

visit www.multiplyminis.org. 

CEUs are available for all 
Multiply Minis.    
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April 18, 2021, marks Native 

American Ministries Sunday, the 

third special Sunday of 2021.   
Through our giving, we 

celebrate United Methodist 
Native American Ministries.  As 

we share in community for this 
and other denominational giving  
opportunities (like Human 

Relations Sunday in January and 
UMCOR in March), our 

offerings connect us in ways that 
recognize Christ among us. 

Beyond times of crisis, this 
special offering supports Native 
American outreach within annual 

conferences and across the 
United States and provides 

seminary 
scholarships for 

Native 
Americans. 

Check out the 

website http://

www.nacp-

umc.org/native-

ministries-

sunday-

grant.html) to 

see how the 

offering is 

shared.   

Please send your offering to 
the church office and address 
your check to “Maynard Avenue 

UMC” and put “NAMS” on the 

memo line.  Thanking you in 
advance for your generosity. 

NATIVE AMERICAN MINISTRIES SUNDAY OFFERING 

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001Ic2bo_t0kKM3ROaKrN8ZAQ1JiSy4D1hw6emti_A6WLPraLmKQRSSvQzcyx4344qWP4vjMsfzGx3lh5VEfTTUeSmda0wCJKZdsewRwD0Z4rYslbKRU6a0wJvAhMgELs8dD0-fiB9wJSs-ct107lsMDQ==&c=JvuyOVtbE-PU4jU-QW3F1kDASAsmgoXhRBYmRmstwBsT37bm7n5gUw==&ch=DqABWzkdbi3wf
http://www.nacp-umc.org/native-ministries-sunday-grant.html
http://www.nacp-umc.org/native-ministries-sunday-grant.html
http://www.nacp-umc.org/native-ministries-sunday-grant.html
http://www.nacp-umc.org/native-ministries-sunday-grant.html
http://www.nacp-umc.org/native-ministries-sunday-grant.html
http://www.nacp-umc.org/native-ministries-sunday-grant.html


JULIE SHARES FROM NATIONWIDE CHILDREN’S HOSPITAL NEWSLETTER 

Julie Strauch is again sharing 
with us articles from The 

Weekend, her office newsletter.  

Thanks for thinking of us, Julie!  

(modified for Maynard info) 
 
 

 

PLUS Picks You Up. 

Central Ohio is home to some 
truly unique mobility challenges. 

That’s why our team developed 
COTA//Plus! We assessed the 

transportation needs of our 
communities to develop a 
mobility solution that meets those 

specific needs. First launched in 
Grove City in July 2019, 

COTA//Plus is a service where 
customers can request on-demand 

rides via our mobile app. Similar 
to ride-hail services, COTA//
Plus transports customers from 

point A to point B. 
After a successful pilot year in 

Grove City, we are thrilled to 
expand COTA//Plus service to 

Westerville, Northeast Columbus 
and the South Side. In this phase 
of service expansion, our 

customers’ safety is still COTA’s 
No. 1 priority. We are going the 

extra mile to protect you with 
daily sanitization procedures that 

exceed industry standards using 
virus-killing disinfectants and the 
cutting-edge technology of long-

lasting antimicrobial coatings.  

At COTA, we are 

reimagining public transportation 
to provide the best possible 

mobility solutions for our 
customers. Our mission is bigger 
than the bus, and we are 

constantly developing new ways 
to move every life forward. 

Download the COTA//Plus 
app from the App Store to request 

a ride today! 
 

Fun with 

Your Peeps 

You either 
love them or, 

well, don’t 
love them.   

We’re 

talking about 
those Eastertime sugary 

marshmallowy blobs in bright 
pastel colors in the shape of little 

chickens and rabbits called 
“Peeps.”  Sure, you can pop them 
in your mouth — or slowly bite 

off the rabbits’ ears (don’t judge 
us) — and get your sugar rush, or 

you can get creative and hold a 
“Peeps Joust.”  You heard us.  

Put two peeps on a 
microwave-safe plate facing each 
other about two-three inches 

apart.   
Put a toothpick in each Peep 

pointed toward the other.   
Put the Peeps’ plate in the 

microwave and turn the 
microwave on for two or three 
minutes.   

The Peeps will expand 
enormously and hilariously in 

size, and the first peep to hit the 
other with its toothpick has won 

the “Peep Joust.”   
The Peeps will quickly reduce 

to normal size and, after cooling 
down, are perfectly fine to eat. 
They will be hot immediately 

after coming out of the 
microwave, however, so be 

careful.   
So, if you were looking for a 

fun event for the whole family 
that you can do with Peeps, 
toothpicks and the microwave, 

well, there you go.  Enjoy! 
 

 

 

Send a Boost:  Gratitude, 

Encouragement and 

Acknowledgements! 

After a year of pandemic 

living and working, who doesn’t 
appreciate some gratitude, 
encouragement, and 

acknowledgement?  So why not 
share these feelings with a 

coworker, neighbor, friend, 
family member?  There are plenty 

of free ecards to choose from on 
the web that can be used to send a 

thoughtful ecard.  Or maybe even 

drop a line in the mail to keep 
your connection alive.  Let them 

know you are thinking about 
them and miss seeing them on a 

regular basis! 
 
 

 

 

 

COVID-19 Vaccine Offer/ 

Krispy Kreme 

Krispy Kreme is finding ways 
to be sweet as the U.S. continues 

to scale COVID-19 vaccinations.  
To show their support for those 
who choose to get vaccinated 

(starting Monday, March 22 thru 

December 31, 2021), anyone 

who shows their COVID-19 
Vaccination Record Card will 
receive a free Original Glazed® 

doughnut.  Visit the Krispy 
Kreme website for more 

information, questions and 
answers, and shops participating 

in the give-away.   
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