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BREAKING THROUGH: A LENTEN JOURNEY
It has been a long year, a long
year since life was “normal,” and
“normalcy” still isn’t ours yet. Some
of us have fared better than others.
Some have lost jobs or, if not a job,
have seen a cut in pay owing to the
situation. Some have had COVID19 or maybe even have lost someone
to the virus. The mental stress itself
has been significant.
We want to acknowledge all of
this during the season of Lent 2021.
Easter is the celebration that death,
or the bad stuff, has been defeated.
The belief is part of our Christian
DNA. While we love the story of
The Resurrection, the complete
defeat of the bad stuff isn’t always
our story. We may gain on it, but
it’s frequently like a plot of barren,
crusty soil that we need to tend in
order for the soil to bear a crop.
Often people give up something
for Lent in an effort to experience
sacrifice. What about the other way
around, what are we receiving
already from life as it is right now?
What are we using right now to

break through the hard part that life
might continue to grow?
Each of the Sundays of Lent,
Palm Sunday, and Easter, there will
be a meditation reflecting the
challenges of life right now. We
encourage you to think about the
challenges you might have in your
life right now and how you’re tilling
the ground in spite of difficulties to
break through to a personal Easter.
You may find that it’s not the perfect
“death is ended” sort, but an Easter
that has hope for what comes next.
How are you breaking through for the
future?
by Bryan Babcock
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SPECIAL MUSIC IN JANUARY 2021
The New Year is here but we
The voices of Stacy Brannanhave “oldies” arriving each week Smith and her two children
as the Winter Special Music
Henson and Mercy blessed our
continues for our videoconference service again when they sang
worship. They are familiar faces Rejoice in the Lord on January 24.
bringing us new songs each week. Henson did great singing a round!
So let’s see who joined us in
As the month of January drew
January in music and song.
to a close, we welcomed Danielle
The first Sunday in January,
Mann on the last Sunday of the
Michael Lindner played Jesus,
month. She sang Higher Ground.
Jesus, Rest Your Head on the bells. It is always good to have, Dani,
Yes, that was plural —watch
join us!
Michael’s video if you have not
Michael Lindner
seen him playing the bells:
https://youtu.be/8JD71_
wMM30.
The second Sunday of the
month, January 10, brought us a
familiar face and voice, Lee Ann
McBride, who sang The Whisper
of My Heart. What a beautiful
song!
On January 17 prayers were
asked for Kerry Ragsdale who
had been in a car accident and
was not up to singing. We will
leave his song for another
Sunday. Keep an eye out!
Stacy Brannan-Smith
(archive pics taken
Prayers of healing lifted.
with Mercy and Henson
through the years)

ANNUAL CONFERENCE DATES ANNOUNCED
Bishop announces dates for
2021 Annual Conference
The 52nd session of the West Ohio
Conference will be held:
Sunday, June 6, 2 – 6 p.m.,
and
Monday, June 7,
8:30 a.m. – 4:30 p.m.
Bishop Palmer and the Planning
Committee unanimously decided to
hold a virtual conference since the
COVID pandemic is still a serious
concern.

2

The theme of Annual Conference
is “Run the race with perseverance,”
based on the scripture Hebrews 12:1-3.
“A vaccination is here and brings
great hope. However, it is unclear as
to how many people will be
vaccinated by June. So, we must forge
on with our plans to care for the
business of the annual conference,”
said Bishop Gregory V. Palmer. "I
have great hope and anticipation that
we will come together again in a
foreseeable future.”
More details will be made
available in the weeks to come but for

now mark your calendars!
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Lee Ann McBride

JOIN MAYNARD’S VIDEOCONFERENCE SERVICE SUNDAYS AT 10:30 A.M.
Maynard uses the app
“GoToMeeting” for Sunday’s
service.
New to GoToMeeting? Get
the app now and be ready when
your first meeting starts: https://
global.gotomeetingcom/
install/623899509. When you
log in, it will prompt you if
Michael is not ready.
Please join my meeting from
your computer, tablet, or
smartphone.
https://global.gotomeeting.
com/join/623899509

You can also dial in using
your phone.
United States (Toll Free):
1 877 309 2073
United States:
1 (571) 317-3129
Access Code: 623-899-509
~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~
YOUTUBE VIDEO OF SERVICE
Did you miss worship
videoconference today—or any
Sunday? Go to YouTube Videos,
then search Maynard Ave UMC.
You can see any of the services

you have missed. Join us if you
can — but this is an alternative.
Pastor Nancy brings the word,
Bryan the hymns, and special
music from someone who has
previously attended Maynard!

LEADERSHIP TRAINING — MOVING FORWARD: CREATING A NIMBLE CHURCH
Even COVID-19 cannot stop
the annual Leadership training in
February. Register online for
classes.

this event will feature workshop
tracks focused on both small
churches and on medium-sized/
larger churches.
Register at: https://
Saturday, February 13, 2021 www.westohioumc.org/
conference/news/moving8:30 a.m. to 12 p.m.
forward-creating-nimble-church
by February 3 at 5 p.m.
The West Ohio Conference is
There is a fee of $10 to
pleased to offer this online
participate in this training, which
training to our pastors and church includes a copy of Rev Dr.
leadership across the conference Powe's book The Adept Church.
this year, featuring three
The book will be mailed to you
nationally-known, dynamic
upon registering.
speakers. We hope that they will
inspire you with ideas about how Speakers/Events Leaders:
to navigate beyond our current
Keynote Speaker:
environment and work together to
The Rev. Dr. F. Douglas
reach others and make Disciples
Powe, Jr.
for Jesus Christ. Because we
Small Church Track:
know that different-sized
Rev. Karl Vaters
churches face different challenges,

Medium Sized and Large Church
Track:
Rev. Rebekah Simon Peter
Schedule of Events
8:30 - 9:30 a.m.
Opening remarks by Bishop
Gregory V. Palmer, and
Keynote Address by the Rev.
Dr. F. Douglas Powe, Jr., on
"The Adept Church"
9:45 a.m. - 12 p.m.
Workshops

Visit: https://coronavirus.ohio.gov/ to determine when
and where you can sign-up to receive your vaccination.
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WELCOME!!! BABY ELIAS BARNETT
We waited a long time for
Elias (well, 9 months) Barnett to
make his entrance. Now we can
see him and his interaction with
big brother Bentlee. He arrived
on January 13 at 5:48 p.m.,
weighing 8 lbs, 8 oz, and was 20
inches long. It’s wonderful that
something so small can bring
such joy to so many people.

Mom and dad (Nichole and
Joe) are both doing well with
whatever sleep they are getting.
Welcome to our world, Elias!
Be good to your big brother!

CELEBRATING LOVE
lasting marriage is “love +
maturity + mutual respect,” as
well as patience, compassion, and
hard work.
That calls to mind Paul’s
words, often read at weddings:
“Love is patient and kind; love
does not envy or boast; it is not
arrogant or rude. It does not
insist on its own way; it is not
Along the same line of love
irritable or resentful; it does not
and marriage, what was the name
rejoice at wrongdoing, but
of Moses’ wife?
rejoices with the truth” (1
Corinthians 13:4-6, ESV).
A. Miriam
B. Jochebed
The NewsletterNewsletter
C. Zipporah
February 2021
D. Leah
Answer: C (See Exodus 2:21.)

For 80 years, a couple in
Ecuador was an exceptional
example of marital love. Julio
Cesar Mora Tapia, 110, and
Waldramina Maclovia Quinteros
Reyes, 104, were wed on
February 7, 1941. Until Julio’s
death last October, they were
reportedly the world’s oldest
married couple. Their large
family includes nine great-greatgrandchildren!
Good News Network
recounts: “Julio Cesar fell in love
with Waldramina’s beauty, her
conversation, and her big heart.”
Meanwhile, she found in him “a
poet with a young spirit.” The
couple says the formula for a

A DAILY PRAYER
Whatever happens today, dear Lord, help us remember that you are present. If we find ourselves
in the shadows of disappointment or rejection or pain, let us see your comforting light.
If we’re in the radiant light of success or acceptance or wholeness, may we acknowledge
your providence and grace. Wherever we are, grant us the assurance of your nearness. Amen.
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SOMEONE YOU SHOULD KNOW—MAESTRO BRYAN BABCOCK
I returned to Columbus,
Ohio, in 1978 with a BFA in
Theatre. I landed at (formerly)
Players Theatre Columbus for an
audition. As I was leaving the
audition an unknown person to
me said, he “liked my audition.”
I did not know this comment
would commence a lifelong
friendship. My friend will tell
you this story differently because
he is a man with an astounding
memory. But this is the gist.
Today I’m honoring my
friend Bryan Babcock. He is
beginning retirement after a
longtime career at Beckenhorst
Press, and he has been the
Maestro at Maynard for a similar
amount of time. Let’s just say
almost 40 years to get a number
in place!
Bryan and I have marched in
parades, danced on disco floors,
planned worship services, created
cabarets, watched theatre
together, and attended concerts.
We have laughed and cried and
discussed and shared. It is a
friendship of mutual respect and
admiration. A belief that thank
you notes are still in fashion,
respect for punctuality, homecooked food is a blessing, and
what I have realized is friendships
need tending to keep going. We
have ebbed and flowed but the
commitment is always in place.

I have been thinking about
things I admire about Bryan,
outside of the obvious and want
to share:
Family: Family is vital to
Bryan. He values, his parents,
siblings, loving responsibility as
an uncle. Traditions are
important to him. It is not
uncommon for him to make his
way to Findlay, Ohio, for a
gathering. The pandemic has
kept him from holding his new
great nephew in his arms.
Prayer. Bryan is a messenger
of prayer and keeps his ear to the
ground and shares the needs,
sadness, and hopes through the
Maynard email hotline. You can
depend on him to share the news
so that it multiplies.
Neighborhood Services, Inc.
Concerts: Bryan hosts and
coordinates with other churches
in order to raise money for this
organization. It is no small task
to gather singers, select music,
choose venue, date of event.
Bryan is a Leader in no small
way.
Piano: I didn’t know how to
title this. For as long as I have
known Bryan, he has sat on a
piano bench pounding out notes
for likely hundreds of singers and
musicians. I remember sitting
next to him on a piano bench in a
hot upstairs apartment, drinking

lots of iced tea as he accurately
gave me instruction. And all of
this for free.
Garden: Many people have
gardens. But I have always found
this to be a “mystery” of sorts.
Bryan spends a lot of time with
people as a coach, director,
coworker, but this is something
private. Spending many hours,
tending, planting, growling,
creating, and enjoying. A private
oasis to gather ideas and strength
perhaps. I just know it is a sight
to behold.
In closing, a few lyrics from
“Candide”.....
“We’re neither pure, nor wise
nor good
We’ll do the best we know.
We’ll build our house and
chop our wood
And make our garden grow.
And make our garden grow.”
by Joan Krause

5

CHRISTMAS BLESSINGS AND THANK YOU FROM AN OSU PARKER
Dear Friends in Christ,
For a number of years I have
been parking with you for the
OSU football games. I arrive
early enough for the skull session
so I have had an opportunity to
talk with the attendants before the
big rush. Everyone has been so
warm and kind. I’ve really
enjoyed the experience.
Since I attend alone, except
for an occasional game when my
brother could travel from out of
state, I also felt a security of being
with the church.

Most of all, I am so moved by
the love your church shares with
the community— especially
through Donna B’s at Maynard.
Although COVID has
interrupted much of this year, I
still see Christ’s love shining
through your ministries. I would
For Unto Us A Child Is Born
like to offer this donation to be
used as you wish toward a
Thank you for your service
ministry.
and love,
I hope 2021 will be a time
Christmas Blessings,
when we may once again
Patti Barb
celebrate Christ’s work through
the excitement of OSU football!

THANK YOU FROM GLOBAL MINISTRIES
“You must love the Lord your God
with all your heart, with all your
being, with all your strength, and
with all your mind, and love your
neighbor as yourself.”
Luke 10:27 CEB

agency of The Methodist Church,
providing disaster response and
relief to areas impacted by natural
and man-made disasters around
the world. And through your
financial support, you are serving
within a vital network of
Dear Friends in Mission,
interactive relationships as
UMCOR responds to
Thank you!
increasingly frequent and
demonstrate genuine love for our
The dear people you just
destructive storms — sharing
helped with your gift to UMCOR 100% of donated funds with those neighbors.
may never have the opportunity
in need!
Grace and Peace
to meet you, but if they did, I am
Together, may be continue to
Roland Fernandez
certain their response would be
reveal the love of God for men,
General Secretary
—Thank you!
women, and children of all
Since 1940, UMCOR has
ethnic, racial, cultural, and
served as the humanitarian
national backgrounds and to

CONNECT WITH THE UM NEWS DIGEST!
UM News is your fair, faithful
and trusted denominational news
source, bringing you breaking
news, features and commentaries
from across our global
connection. UM News Daily
provides features, commentaries
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and photos highlighting the work
of the church in every corner of
the globe.
The free daily e-newsletter
also includes news from annual
conferences, United Methodist
agencies and other sources. Stay

plugged in at www.UMNews.
org and by subscribing to the
Daily and Weekly Digests.

ASH WEDNESDAY VIDEOCONFERENCE SERVICE (VIRTUAL)
A virtual Ash Wednesday
Service with Summit on 16th
UMC will be held on
Wednesday, February 17, at
6:30 p.m. Members of both
congregations will be leading
the service. In lieu of ashes,
we are asking everyone to use
soil from their yard which
will be blessed during the
service.

NEW YEAR, NEW HOPE, SAME VISION
If only the start of a new year
rolled away the woes of the last
year. Even so, we have reason to
hope.
In the midst of a raging
pandemic, there is a vaccine. In
the face of white supremacy,
there is resistance. In the depths
of loss, there is new and
astounding life. In the miasma of
silence, prophetic voices arise.
In the Reconciling movement,
we are also seeing signs of hope
at the start of this new year:
committed individuals and
ministries saying yes to LGBTQ
justice and inclusion in the
Church, to wrestling long and
faithfully with the questions, to
becoming better bastions of
affirmation.
This week’s recap contains a
quick reminder of four ways that
you can get involved with the
Reconciling movement in 2021.
Get involved with RMN
today:
1. Recommit your
Reconciling ministry to the
intersectional work before us.

A critical part of Rooted &
Rising is an invitation to our
existing Reconciling groups to
commit to the new intersectional
statement and to regional
advocacy, and to discuss
opportunities for financial
support of this important work.
If you’re a pastor, leader, or
member of a Reconciling
Congregation, Community, or
Campus Ministry, please
encourage your group to engage
in conversation. Don’t hesitate to
contact your Organizer if we can
help in any way. And, when
you’re ready, use this form
(https://docs.google.com/
forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSf) to let us
know of your commitment.
2. Organize a RUM Drive
Reconciling United
Methodists (RUM) are
individuals committed to the
Reconciling movement. Our
movement is stronger when
RUMs are informed and
connected by signing up. Make a
social media post highlighting
why you support RMN, and

invite your friends or congregants
to sign up as Reconciling United
Methodists.
3. Tell us your story!
Have a story of LGBTQ
affirmation to share with us? A
change of heart? A courageous
action? Tell us your story, and
we’ll share it on our blog.
4. Give
The work of advocacy and
grassroots organizing that we do
is powered by you: our
Reconciling family. If you feel
led to give to support RMN’s
mission on an ongoing basis, join
The Wellspring here. We are so
grateful for our growing
community of recurring donors.
Reconciling Ministries Network
<admin@rmnetwork.org>
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A LITTLE QUIZ
No peeking at the answer!!

Answer: A (See Numbers 11:4-6.)

As the Israelites wandered in
the wilderness, they longingly
remembered some of the foods
they’d had in Egypt. Which
foods were not mentioned?

A. carrots and potatoes
B. onions and garlic
C. fish and leeks
D. melons and cucumbers

PAY IT BACK — AND FORWARD
During the pandemic, acts of
kindness seemed especially
meaningful. Last spring, as
COVID-19 hit Native American
communities particularly hard, an
interesting transatlantic outreach
occurred. Donations from
Ireland began appearing in a relief
fund for Navajo and Hopi
families, leading administrators to
suspect the account had been
hacked. Then they realized a
cross-generational payback was
underway.
In 1847, Choctaw Tribe
members sent $170 overseas to
Ireland to help with Potato
Famine relief. That generosity
was never forgotten, and by May
2020, people in Ireland had

contributed more than $4
million toward pandemic
assistance for relatives of
people who’d helped their
ancestors. Many donors
included an Irish proverb
meaning “In each other’s
shadows the people live.”
The concept of paying it
forward dates back to a 1784
letter by Benjamin Franklin.
It also echoes Jesus’ Golden
Sculpture located in Ireland, more info at
Rule: “Do to others as you
1847 Choctaw Tribe
would have them do to
you” (Luke 6:31). How might
you live out this practice today?
The NewsletterNewsletter
March 2021

FABRIC DONATIONS NEEDED FOR MAKING BAGS
Dear Kindway [Welcome Home]
Family,
Today, we got the green light
to proceed to begin our Fresh
Start program at Ohio
Reformatory for Women (ORW).
Kindway and Leave a Mark
Church are partners in this
ministry that supplies a bag with
a Going Home Outfit for every
woman leaving prison to wear on
the day they are released.
Fresh Start was shut down
last March due to COVID but we
8

are excited to announce we will
be starting back up for releases
beginning March 1, 2021.
There is plenty of clothing but
what we need is donated fabric/
material for the women at ORW
to make the bags for the clothes. info@kindway.org and we will
Please share this request with respond with further instructions.
your family, friends, church
All the best,
friends, and anyone else that
Christine Money
could assist.
Mission: to help incarcerated men and
Anyone with a donation,
women at Marion Correctional
please contact us at
Institution and the Ohio Reformatory
for Women in their efforts to make a
successful re-entry to the community

NSI’S DONATIONS FOR MONTH OF FEBRUARY
Neighborhood Services, Inc.
(NSI), serving more families than
ever, needs our help to restock
their shelves which were depleted
during the holidays.
Gifts of nonperishable food
items and personal/hygiene items
are especially appreciated right
now. Check out their wish list for
donations needed at: https://
www.neighborhood
servicesinc.org/nsi-donationwish-list.
As is always the case, cash
donations go the furthest. There
are certain items that cannot be
donated and must be purchased
from the Mid-Ohio Food Bank,
like eggs, cereal, milk, etc. With

cash donations, NSI has the
buying power to purchase $10
worth of food for every $1
donated!
$1 equals 4 meals
$10 equals 40 meals!!
Your money will go a long
way.
NSI is always looking for
VOLUNTEERS to help Mondays
through Thursdays from 11 a.m.
to 3 p.m. in the food pantry. You
would help stock shelves or help
those who have come to “shop.”
Call NSI at 614-297-0592 if you
are interested.
Your support is greatly
appreciated.

USE OF DONNA B’S STORAGE ITEMS (AN ONGOING REMINDER)
Donna B’s Thrift Store and
Boutique has been closed during
this pandemic, but some ministry
work has been in progress.
There is quite a bit of
inventory at Donna B’s in the
store itself and in the storage
room. There is even a bit of
furniture in the garage! We have
been reaching out to
organizations, such as the Red
Cross and The Purple Heart, to
see if we have any items they may

be looking for, such as clothing,
household items, furniture, etc.
And we certainly want to
reach out to our friends and
family at Maynard Ave UMC. If
you, or someone you know is in
need of some household items or
clothing, please check with us at
Donna B's.
You can contact the church,
and Claudia will get us connected
with you. And I will even deliver
items to you!

Stay safe! Stay Healthy!
Peace,
Leo Soboslai
Leadership Chair/
Donna B’s worker

REMEMBER EACH SUNDAY — NO, WAIT; PSYCH!!
Radiators are HOT! Watch for little
ones getting too close. Please do not
set anything on the radiators during
the time the heat is on!
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NATIONAL POISON PREVENTION WEEK CONTEST
Julie Strauch sent these
contest posters to the church in
hopes that maybe our “kids”
would like to participate. You
may not be aware but Julie works

the poison control hot line at
Nationwide Children’s Hospital
here in Columbus. So this is
something near and dear to her
heart.

If you have kids or grandkids,
encourage them to participate in
this contest and spread the word!

POSTER CONTEST

VIDEO CONTEST

Submissions are due by 11:59 p.m., February 21,
2021.

Submissions are due by 11:59 p.m., February 21,
2021.

The video contest is open to all Kindergartners
through 4th graders in the United States.

The video contest is open to all 5th through 12th
graders in the United States. Videos can be
created by individuals or groups.

Theme is poison prevention/safety. Entries
should illustrate a message that communicates
ways we can take responsibility for prevent
poisonings and promote the national poison
hotline.
More information and registration form can be
found at: https://moldriteplastics.submittable.com/submit/175890/
national-poison-prevention-week-2021-videocontest

Videos must be no longer than 2 minutes.
More information and registration form can be
found at: https://moldriteplastics.submittable.com/submit/175890/
national-poison-prevention-week-2021-videocontest

One last quiz for February:
Can you name the presidents who have birthdays in February? Hint: There are four.
Answer: Washington, Harrison, Lincoln, Regan
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10:30 a.m.—join
videoconference online

10:30 a.m.—join
videoconference online
4 p.m.—visit
encampments

10:30 a.m.—join
videoconference online

10:30 a.m.—join
videoconference online

5:30 p.m.—St. Joseph
Montessori Basketball
practice

5:30 p.m.—St. Joseph
Montessori Basketball
practice

5:30 p.m.—St. Joseph
Montessori Basketball
practice

Bryan’s
65th birthday

5:30 p.m.—St. Joseph
Montessori
Basketball
practice

5 p.m.—Basketball
practice
7 p.m..— STO — at
Kerry’s house

6:30 p.m.– Virtual Ash
Wednesday service

ASH WEDNESDAY

7 p.m..— STO — at
Kerry’s house

5:30 p.m.—St. Joseph
Montessori Basketball
practice

5:30 p.m.—St. Joseph
Montessori Basketball
practice

5:30 p.m.—St. Joseph
Montessori Basketball
practice

7 p.m..— Sacred Time 7 p.m.—Leadership
Out (STO) — at Kerry’s Team Meeting on Zoom
house
5:30 p.m.—St. Joseph
Montessori Basketball
practice

10 a.m.—Bible Study
videoconference

10 a.m.—Bible Study
videoconference

10 a.m.—Virtual
Leadership training
10 a.m.—Bible Study
videoconference

10 a.m.—Bible Study
videoconference

