Maynard Messenger

September 2020

REMEMBERING BISHOP JOHN YAMBASU
This is part of Bishop Palmer’s
article in the NewsNet of the West
Ohio Conference. You can read the
entire article on the Conference
website. /Ed.
“Sunday morning
I awakened and read a
text that informed me
that Bishop John
Yambasu, Resident
Bishop of Sierra Leone,
had died tragically in an
automobile accident. He
was on his way to the
funeral service and burial
of one of the pastors under his care.
Life is fragile and death comes for
many without apparent warning of the
specifics of when and how. I was
privileged to serve alongside this dear
colleague bishop in a number of
settings and ways. Whenever I visited
his country and Episcopal Area, I was
bathed in hospitality and saw the
church at work in transformative
ways.
“I worked shoulder to shoulder
with him in the Winter of 2018 to
broker a peace among United
Methodists in Burundi. It was Bishop
Yambasu who kept crying out under

the unction of the Holy Spirit, “Come,
let us reason together.” This
persistent plea led to unlikely partners
coming to a common table to hammer
out what has come to be referred to as
The Protocol. When asked to offer a
brief reflection about him
by the United Methodist
News Service, I said the
following: Bishop John
Yambasu was a joy to
know. I was privileged
whenever I had the
opportunity to partner with
him in ministry. John’s
devotion to Jesus Christ, the
Gospel of Peace and the Church never
wavered. He lived and served in the
power of the Holy Spirit with the
conviction that he could “live peaceably”
with all persons. He was remarkably a
servant leader without deceit or guile. In
life and in death may at least this be
said about each of us and all of us. I
know you will join me in praying for
Mrs. Millicent Yambasu and their five
children. We feel a void but not one
that can be compared to theirs.”
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SUMMER SPECIAL MUSIC IN AUGUST
The hot, humid weather of
August was upon us but it did not
dampen spirits of anyone
participating in and enjoying the
Special August music.
Paul Wilbur led the month off
with From the Rising of the Sun.
How can you not want to sing
along?!
On August 9, Joan Krause
sang With Malice Towards None”
by Lambert, Hendricks, and Ross.
When I told Joan I didn’t recognize
the name of the song, her question
to me was: Do you remember the
Manhattan Transfer?
Sunday, August 13, we again
heard the beautiful voice of Lee
Ann McBride. Lee Ann chose
Sing Them Over Again to Me as her
special song.
We haven’t heard a solo from
Doug Joseph in quite a while but
on August 23 he sang What the

Joan Krause

Lee Ann McBride

Paul Wilbur
Danielle Mann

World Needs Now Is Love, a perfect
choice during the pandemic.
The last Sunday of August
came so quickly and brought
another frequent singer at
Maynard, Danielle Mann. She
chose When the Winds of Change
Have Blown for us to enjoy on this
sunny, beautiful Sunday.

Last but not least, Bryan Babcock,
our music leader every Sunday

(archive pics taken
through the years)

Doug Joseph

BYOB&J COMMUNION IN MAYNARD’S PARKING LOT
The last Sunday in August
brought more than 30
Maynardites and members of the
community together for Holy
Community. Since we are still
dealing with restrictions put on
everyone by the COVID-19
pandemic, we stayed in our cars
and listened to the service via FM
radio broadcast. Fellowship at
safe distance/masks on followed
the service.
Thanks to Pastor Nancy,
Michael Lindner , Bryan
Babcock, and Leo Soboslai for
organizing this service. Just
figuring the logistics of
broadcasting, where to set up,
“can you hear me now” testing,
2

parking cars, ensuring good
weather. Someone did some
serious praying to God for this
beautiful day he provided.
As Pastor Nancy said, this
service was a BYOB&J: Bring
Your Own Bread and Juice. No
one but you should be coming
near or touching your elements
during communion, at least for
the time being.
The first Sunday in October
is Worldwide Communion so
we’re hoping
that more of you
can come as we
celebrate the
sacrament of
Holy

Communion with others around
the world.
I believe I heard applause at
the end!! Thanks everyone for
coming!

JOIN MAYNARD’S VIDEOCONFERENCE SERVICE SUNDAYS AT 10:30 A.M.
Maynard uses the app
“GoToMeeting” for Sunday’s
service.

You can also dial in using your
phone.
United States (Toll Free):
1 877 309 2073
New to GoToMeeting? Get the
United States:
app now and be ready when your
1 (571) 317-3129
first meeting starts: https://
Access Code: 623-899-509
global.gotomeetingcom/
install/623899509. When you
~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~
log in, it will prompt you if
Michael is not ready.
YOUTUBE VIDEO OF SERVICE
Please join my meeting from your
Did you miss worship
computer, tablet, or
videoconference today—or any
smartphone.
Sunday? Go to YouTube Videos,
https://global.gotomeeting.
then search Maynard Ave UMC.
com/join/623899509
You can see any of the services
you have missed. Join us if you

can — but this is an alternative.
Pastor Nancy brings the word,
Bryan the hymns, and special
music from someone we are
probably familiar with!

NSI’S DONATIONS FOR MONTH OF SEPTEMBER
Neighborhood Services, Inc.
(NSI), are serving more families
than ever. They have temporarily
lifted the zip code restrictions,
allowing people from every
Columbus zip code to shop once
per month. While this puts an
additional strain on their
resources, it is what HAS to be
done right now. Too many
people are struggling!
Gifts of nonperishable food
items are especially appreciated
right now. Cereal is something
they have to purchase, so you
might thing of dry cereal as your
donation. Check out their wish

list for this type of item at:
https://www.neighborhood
servicesinc.org/nsi-donationwish-list.
Also, as is always the case,
cash donations go the furthest.
There are certain items that
cannot be donated and must be
purchased for their customers.
They then have the buying power
to purchase $10 worth of food for
every $1 donated!
$1 equals 4 meals
$10 equals 40 meals!!
Your money will go a long
way.

NSI is always looking for
VOLUNTEERS to help Mondays
through Thursdays from 11 a.m.
to 3 p.m. in the food pantry. You
would help stock shelves or help
those who have come to “shop.”
Call NSI at 614-297-0592 if you
are interested.
Your support is greatly
appreciated.
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FAMILY RESOURCES FOR THE FALL SEASON AND SCHOOL YEAR
School will soon be back in
session, and families are looking
for support. The information
below will help connect families
with local resources that fit their
needs.
At CAP4Kids.org/
Columbus, helpful information
can be found on homework help
during COVID-19, internet
safety, behavioral health and
counseling, food assistance, and
more. CAP4Kids makes it easy
with several language options,
easy printing, and the ability to
search by zip code. Sign up for
the their monthly newsletter to
receive up-to-date resources
directly in your inbox.
~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~
Franklin County: Red Alert
Level 3
This is just a reminder of
what we have been told
repeatedly for the several

months. Do not become
complacent, as we are
sometimes apt to do, as time
goes on.
Franklin County remains at
a Red Alert Level 3 per the
Ohio Public Health Advisory
System, which means the risk of
spread and exposure to COVID19 is still very high in our
community. Please do your
part to help prevent the spread
of COVID-19:
 Always wear a face covering
in public.
 Practice social distancing by
staying 6 feet apart from
others.
 Wash your hands often.
 Stay home if you are sick.
 Avoid gatherings and large
groups.
~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~

Job Opportunity: Columbus
Public Health Hiring for
COVID-19 Call Center
Columbus Public Health is
looking for motivated
individuals with great customer
service skills to serve the
community in its COVID-19
call center. Positions are
temporary and up to 40 hours
per week. Share this notice with
your family and friends and
have them send their name,
contact information, and most
recent employment history or
school enrollment information
to
Covid19PIT@columbus.gov.
Thanks, Julie Strauch, for
again sharing news from her
workplace with us.

NANCY STRAUCH TURNED 88!!

88! What a great birthday
Happy Belated Birthday
to celebrate with your loved
(May 27), Nancy!!!
ones!
Happy Birthday, Julie!
Even during the COVID-19 (Aug. 6)
crisis, we need to remember the
From your friends at
normalcy of our lives. One
Maynard!
way is celebrating those special
days: birthdays, anniversaries,
holidays, etc.
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THANK YOU LETTER FROM GLOBAL MINISTRIES
Dear Friends in Mission,

made disasters around the world.
And through your financial
support, you are serving within a
Thank you!
vital network of interactive
The dear people you just
helped with your gift to UMCOR relationships as UMCOR
responds to increasingly-frequent demonstrate genuine love for our
may never have the opportunity
to meet you, but if they did, I am and destructive storms — sharing neighbors.
certain their response would be — 100% of donated funds with those
Grace and Peace,
in need!
Thank you!
Together, may we continue to
Since 1940, UMCOR has
Thomas G. Kemper
reveal
the love of God for men,
served as the humanitarian
General Secretary
agency of The United Methodist women, and children of all
ethnic, racial, cultural, and
Church, providing disaster
Roland Fernandes
national backgrounds and to
response and relief to areas
COO and General Treasurer
impacted by natural and man-

KROGER COMMUNITY REWARD PROGRAM
Because 33 households
shopped at Kroger from May 1,
2020, through July 31, 2020,
Kroger will be sending Maynard
a check for $159.25.
It is easy to do. Just register
your Kroger Plus card online, if

you have not done so, and shop
as usual. Swipe your card at
checkout or pickup. This does
not affect your gas rewards or any
sales or coupons.
Thanks to all who continue to
support this simple fundraiser.

USE OF DONNA B’S STORAGE ITEMS
Donna B’s Thrift Store and
Boutique has been closed during
this pandemic, but some ministry
work has been in progress.
There is quite a bit of
inventory at Donna B’s in the
store itself and in the storage
room. There is even a bit of
furniture in the garage! We have
been reaching out to
organizations, such as the Red
Cross and The Purple Heart, to

see if we have any items they may
be looking for, such as clothing,
household items, furniture, etc.
And we certainly want to
reach out to our friends and
family at Maynard Ave UMC. If And I will even deliver items to
you, or someone you know is in you!
need of some things, please check
Stay safe! Stay Healthy!
with us at Donna B's. You can
Peace
contact the church, and Claudia
Leo Soboslai
will get us connected with you.
Leadership Chair/
Donna B worker
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ALL IN COMMUNITY OFFERS VIDEO CHAT ON MENTORING

We are all dealing with a
sense of losing connection with
someone who is important to us.
For those who are called to
mentor a youth, a family, or an
adult involved in the criminal
justice system, you may be
struggling to find solid footing in
our current shifting foundation.
Join All In Community for a
live video chat with mentoring
expert, Director Maggie
Middleton from Amachi Central
Kentucky, as they discuss best
practices and pivots for effective
pandemic mentoring. The chat
will explore how to set realistic

expectations for both mentors and
mentees so that you can continue
to be a life-giving presence and a
stable relationship in these
uncertain times.
About our guest speaker:
Maggie has been involved in
urban ministry and mentoring
since 2001. A native of St. Louis,
MO, and a graduate of Asbury
Theological Seminary, she has
been on staff with Lexington
Leadership Foundation since
2010. She has served as an
Amachi match specialist,
Fatherhood Initiative case
manager, and is now the Program
Director for Amachi. In her spare
time, she volunteers as a mentor
for Amachi and loves to kayak
and be outdoors.
Amachi Central Kentucky
aims to assist children affected by
incarceration in achieving their
highest potential by engaging

them in consistent and committed
mentoring relationships. Amachi
is a national mentoring
organization of loving, caring
mentors across all 50 states
serving more than 300,000
children impacted by a parent’s
incarceration.
The live video chat will be
held Thursday, September 17,
from 12:00-1:30 pm. The event is
free, but registration is required.
Register at: https://
www.westohioumc.org/
conference/event/live-videochat-pandemic-mentoring-selfcare-setting-appropriateexpectations
Click on the green button at
the bottom of the page:
Register Here
NewsNet, August 18, 2020

LOOKING FOR BOOK OR BIBLE STUDY GROUP?
Julie Strauch is interested in
some book or Bible study
group ... maybe a book or article
that was not previously chosen.
We could meet where we can
keep a safe distance, possibly
outside socially distanced for
those who feel safe with a mask?
At least for a little while before it
gets cold and we are all cooped
up again! Or in a large room,
where we can keep socially
distanced?
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Maybe online via Zoom or
GoToMeeting? We will see who
is talking and they can see you!
Do you have a particular
book you think we would all
enjoy? Think about it and let
Julie Strauch
(juliestrauch@att.net) or
Claudia Erlenbach
(maynardch@sbcglobal.net)
know.
It would be nice to still meet
on Tuesdays when Julie is off

work. We could noon to 1 or
1:30 for those who work but
would like to join the group.
Give us your comments and
suggestions. Looking forward to
hearing from you.

REMINISCING VIA OLD MAYNARD MESSENGER NEWSLETTERS
So, do you like to look back
through your photos to remember
the good and bad days, days you
laughed and cried, days you ran to
show someone else hoping they
would feel the same way you did?
Well, today with photos on our
phones and not in an album, I don’t
find it as much fun or as surprising
as when I look through old photo
albums. I found a picture of my
mother and dad when they were
dating (circa 1937). Black and
white, of course, with her standing
behind him kneeling on the ground,
her hands on his shoulders. I didn’t
have to worry about a screen going
to black like on a phone; I just
enjoyed it.
So that made me think of the
newsletter archive here at the
church. Do you remember when I
“retired” a few years ago? Well,
when I came back to work, one
important thing I forgot to do was
print a copy of each newsletter and
put in a binder, an archive so to
speak. They hold a lot of
Maynard’s history. I was five or six
years behind but am slowly
catching up.
I loved looking at pics as the
pages came off the printer and then
scanning the articles that went with
the pictures.
Pictures at the fair and the fun
had by all, replaced by the article
stating no more fair tent after
almost 100 years. Well, no more
fair but Donna B’s store opened on
the lower level to replace the fair
donation. Bring in your gently used
items for display and sale. Anything
extra would be
sold once a year
in August at our
parking lot/
yard sale. Oh
my goodness,
the lot was filled
and the
neighbors
generously
supported the
sale. So
HOT!!! And

the Christmas Craft Show … so
much fun with so many vendors
and crafts!
Pictures of newborns and
baptisms, but also the losses of a
youngster and teen. Obituaries of
long-time Maynardites still break
my heart to read but how wonderful
to know they will always be
remembered in these pages. I can’t
list them all but I think of Grace
Stephenson and then her son Jim
not long after. Pastor Patricia’s
parents who did not attend
Maynard often but were part of our
family. Wes who volunteered time
to work on the roof and windows
but did not live to finish that
task. T.P. (Tom) Warfel who
monitored items in the refrigerator.
Our dear Ernie Robinson who left
us shortly after his marriage to
Kerry Ragsdale and their purchase
of a new home.
There were the goodbyes and
hellos to pastors. Pastor Patricia
left for a calling at Walnut Grove.
Pastor Jeff and Steve joined us for a
little over a year then were called to
Oregon. On their departure to the
northwest, Pastor Nancy answered
the call to Maynard. It has been
over a year and she is still with us!!
We cannot forget the special
summer music every year. Bryan
reaches out to friends and fills the
choir spot during the summer
months with many talented people
who have given of their time to
come to Maynard. Besides
beautiful voices, there were flutists,
clarinets, pianists. Of course we
have a lot of talented people at
Maynard: Bryan, Joan, Kerry,
Lyndsey, Stacey and Henson,
Michael, Ryan, Doug, Andy, Abby,
and our kids. Not to forget the
Choir and Handbell Choir!
The kids—the kids!! Don’t you
love them and their
naiveté! Shortly before Christmas
2019 they met to make ornaments,
learned some songs, and frosted
cookies. (No glitter, I don’t
think.) And then the Easter Egg
Hunts – what fun! Students from a

Good Start were there as well as
teachers.
I watched how the kids grew
through the pictures. Luna, Victor,
Richie on the violin. Alex on piano
and trumpet, first sitting on a
booster seat. I think Richie and
Victor also play piano.
Maynardites reach out to help
those in encampments but also to
walk in the CROP Hunger Walk
every year and the Pride
Parade. Let’s not forget NSI giving
each month and the annual concert.
The ramp went in on the
Indianola side of the church with a
chair lift on that same side. Now
the church is more accessible to
those who can transition from a
wheelchair to the chair lift.
Needless to say, there are so
many more stories in the Maynard
Messenger archive. This was just a
dab. I only touched on a few things
I noticed while printing. Share pics
and stories with your family of
anything I have inadvertently
omitted. My apologies!
Archive your personal pictures
with stories for your next
generation to enjoy. Like the
picture of my mother and dad, I’ll
be sharing it with my grandkids
soon!
submitted Editor
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PALESTINE TODAY AND THE KAIROS “CRY FOR HOPE”
Palestine remains on our
minds. Just because we no
longer have meetings in the
church, doesn’t mean Connie \ is
not out there watching for
updates.
Below is an article Connie
received and is sharing with us.
This webinar may answer
questions you still have about
Palestinians and Israelis./Ed.

Palestine Today and the
Kairos "Cry for Hope"
In a time when the COVID19 pandemic has impacted the
globe and as the struggle against
historic and systemic injustice
and oppression is revived, the
circumstances of Palestinians
living under occupation continue
to worsen. The threat of Israeli

annexation of large
parts of the West
Bank is an example
of the decades of
policies that have
denied Palestinians
their basic human
and civil rights.
Join us on Wednesday,
September 16, at 1 p.m. Eastern
Time for a special webinar
conversation with two Palestinian
Christian leaders, Rifat Kassis
and the Rev. Munther Isaac, as
they discuss the current reality,
the situation of Palestinian
Christians, and the recentlyissued “Cry for Hope,” a letter to
the world calling for attention
and action to challenge injustice
and to seek change to which
UCC and Disciples leaders have
responded.

This webinar is scheduled to
take place during the World
Council of Churches’ World
Week of Peace in Palestine and
Israel.
Register now at https://
ucc.zoom.us/webinar/
register/7015982961899/
WN_B8UvdsAxQSiQDB1p93n
GZw
submitted by Connie Hammond
peace with justice chair

PRACTICAL PEACEMAKING & RESTORATIVE CONNECTIONS
Interested in learning about
nonviolent communication? Join in
a four-week, online foundations
training through Compassionate
Communications Center of Ohio
(CCCO is located on Maynard’s top
level). This course meets from
10 a.m. to 12 p.m. every Saturday
from September 12 through
October 3, 2020.

Week 1
 Introductions and
foundational principles
 Overview of NVC model and
components
 Self Empathy — Learning to
tune into what’s most
important to you
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Week 2
 Gratitude — Cultivating an
environment of gratitude
 Expressing what’s working
through the lens of
appreciation
 Cultivating strong
relationships, built with
mutual trust and cooperation
Week 3
 The healing and
transformative power of
empathy
 Empowering skills for deep
listening
 Empathy and connection
blockers

Week 4
 Sharing
heartfelt
honesty while
maintaining
connection
 Understanding
communication that alienates
connection
 Navigating challenging
conversations with clarity,
connection and outcomes that
are satisfying
Interested? Please pre-register at:
https://speakingpeace.
corsizio.com/c/5f283953da
8d4296339bd1f3. Cost is $99.

CROP HUNGER WALK 2020 — VIRTUAL
Below is a letter you can share via
I have registered Maynard
email with your friends. All
online at crophungerwalk.org/
donations should be back at the
ColumbusOH/
church by kickoff, October 11.
MaynardAveUMC. I encourage
each of you to signup on line to
I'm raising funds to assist
track your donations. Ask
families who are living with
friends, family members, cohunger - will you help me? As you workers to help reach your goal.
know, it's been a hard year, and
Checks should be made out
unfortunately, the number of
to CWS/CROP. Please bring
families concerned about their
your donation to the church
next meal is on the rise.
before October 11 so I can deposit
The CROP Hunger Walk
in the CWS/CROP account for
means we can take action for
counting.
someone experiencing hunger; it
Think up ways to walk in
means someone will get enough support of CROP—around your
to eat. My goal is to assist as
living room, your house, your
many people as I can...that's why community. Let your email
I'm fundraising for more meals in friends know that you are walking
my community and for longand how they can donate.
lasting solutions to hunger
Send me photos! I will share
around the world like community
with Maynard and CROP. Along
gardens and small-scale farming.
with the photos, I will announce
I would love it if you could
how much Maynard has collected
help through a donation! The
and donated to CROP Hunger
steps we take - and the funds we
Walk.!
raise - will make a real impact!
This has been an ongoing
- Maynard Avenue UMC
tradition at Maynard—let’s keep
it alive even though at a distance!

Remember October 11 a
1 p.m. is kickoff for the CROP
virtual walk. So join us at
CROP’s Facebook page for an
invocation, words from event
coordinator, and words about
CWS. Then WALK!!!

CW
S

/CR

OP

Just a reminder:
As I drove to the church late one evening after dinner, I realized that I would see a light
in my rearview mirror and then it would be gone. Happened several times. What was
going on? I realized there was a car between me and the car whose light I was seeing;
the middle car was without lights on. The car could not be seen; it was a black blob. So
this is just a reminder—it is not about seeing but about being seen especially at dawn, at
twilight, or in a storm. Use of headlights is the law. Hey, turn them on when the sun is
shining—at least no one can say they didn’t see you! Keep safe! /Ed.

If you drive in rain, snow, or fog, TURN ON YOUR HEADLIGHTS.
Daytime running lights are not good enough as they don’t turn on
the tail lights! Don’t use high beams, they blind you!
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7 p.m.—AA
10:30 a.m.—join
videoconference online

10:30 a.m.—join
7 p.m.—AA
videoconference online
4 p.m.—visit
encampments

Grandparents Day
10:30 a.m.—join
7 p.m.—AA
videoconference online

10:30 a.m.—join
videoconference online

Labor Day
7 p.m.—Welcome
Home
7 p.m.—Alcoholics

11 a.m.—Book Study

11 a.m.—Book Study

11 a.m.—Book Study

11 a.m.—Book Study

12 p.m.—AA
7 p.m.—Choir
7 p.m..— STO — at
Kerry’s house

12 p.m.—AA
7 p.m.—Choir
7 p.m..— STO — at
Kerry’s house

12 p.m.—AA
7 p.m.—Choir
7 p.m..— STO — at
Kerry’s house

12 p.m.—AA
7 p.m.—Choir
7 p.m..— STO — at
Kerry’s house

7 p.m. — Finance
Meeting

7 p.m.—SoHud Block
watch Meeting

7 p.m.—Leadership
Team Meeting—
videoconference

8 p.m.—NA

8 p.m.—NA

8 p.m.—NA

8 p.m.—Narcotics
Anonymous (NA)

10 a.m.— Donna B’s
4 p.m.—Handbell
practice
6 p.m.—Youth Group

10 a.m.—Donna B’s
4 p.m.—Handbell
practice

Annual Conference
—online
10 a.m.—Donna B’s
4 p.m.—Handbell
practice
6 p.m.—Youth Group

10 a.m.— Donna B’s
10 a.m.—National
Federation of the Blind
4 p.m.—Handbell
practice

