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NATURAL DISASTERS AND UMCOR’S RESPONSE
“If one part suffers, all the parts suffer
with it; if one part gets the glory, all the
parts celebrate with it. You are the body
of Christ and parts of each other.”
—I Corinthians 12:26-27
Dear Brothers & Sisters in Christ,
The news pummels our hearts
and spirits with one natural disaster
after another. Since August 15, at
least 650 wildfires have burned 1.25
million acres in California resulting
in at least 25 deaths. In the
Midwest, a violent storm known as a
derecho destroyed more than 10
million acres of Iowa’s corn and
soybean crop, devastating farmers
who have struggled over the past few
years. Up to 43% of the state’s corn
and soybean crop has been damaged
or destroyed, costing farmers and
other industries billions of dollars.
On July 25, Hurricane Hanna
devastated the Rio Grande Valley in
Texas, as 100 mph winds struck an
area already struggling to contain
COVID-19. When the hurricane
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SUMMER SPECIAL MUSIC IN SEPTEMBER
The hot, humid weather of
August is gone and the lovely
lower temps of September have
arrived. Each Sunday we’ve been
blessed with such talented voices
no matter the weather. Let me
tell you who was here to sing and
their song choices. Join us in
October as the special voices
continue online each week.
The first Sunday in September
brought us Stephanie Stephens
who sang “Be Thou My Vision.”
You might remember Stephanie
from Bryan’s holiday choirs.
September 13 brought us
Stacy Brannan-Smith as a soloist
(no children accompanying) as
she sang “Spirit Song.” Stacy
was a last-minute fill in when
Kerry could not make it. Thanks,
Stacy!
The 20th brought us the
familiar voice of Lyndsey

Johnston who sang “All My
Days.” I think the first solo
Lyndsey sang at Maynard was
when Bryan introduced “Bidden,
Unbidden” to the congregation.
Stephanie
Stacy and Henson joined us
Stephens
for the last Sunday of September
singing “I’ve Got the Joy.” It’s
always fun to see one (or both) of
her kids join her for songs we all
learned in Sunday School. The
next generation is now learning
them, too!
Thanks to everyone for
bringing their talents to
Maynard’s online services. We
so enjoy their special songs.
Bryan, we enjoy your solos as
well. I try not to sing louder than
you so I can appreciate your
talent! Some day we’ll get to hear
the organ again!
(archive pics taken
through the years)

BYOB&J TO WORLDWIDE COMMUNION ON OCTOBER 4
The first Sunday in October is
Worldwide Communion Sunday.
So Maynard welcomes everyone
to another communion service in
the parking lot. Invite your
friends, family, and neighbors to
participate in the receiving of the
sacrament.
In August, we had beautiful
weather and pray that we again
have a beautiful fall day in which
to worship.
Pictures to the right are from
August’s communion. Even
neighbors joined us on blankets.
Bring your own elements
(juice and bread) on October 4 at
1 p.m. After the service, we will
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do a little
fellowship so
remember your
mask so we can all
stay safe. See you
then!

Stacy BrannanSmith with Adam
Smith, Henson and
Mercy

Lyndsey Johnston

JOIN MAYNARD’S VIDEOCONFERENCE SERVICE SUNDAYS AT 10:30 A.M.
Maynard uses the app
“GoToMeeting” for Sunday’s
service.

You can also dial in using your
phone.
United States (Toll Free):
1 877 309 2073
New to GoToMeeting? Get the
United States:
app now and be ready when your
1 (571) 317-3129
first meeting starts: https://
global.gotomeetingcom/
Access Code: 623-899-509
install/623899509. When you
log in, it will prompt you if
~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~
Michael is not ready.
Please join my meeting from your
computer, tablet, or
smartphone.
https://global.gotomeeting.
com/join/623899509

YOUTUBE VIDEO OF SERVICE
Did you miss worship
videoconference today—or any
Sunday? Go to YouTube Videos,
then search Maynard Ave UMC.

You can see any of the services
you have missed. Join us if you
can — but this is an alternative.
Pastor Nancy brings the word,
Bryan the hymns, and special

NSI’S DONATIONS FOR MONTH OF OCTOBER
Neighborhood Services, Inc.
(NSI), are serving more families
than ever. They have temporarily
lifted the zip code restrictions,
allowing people from every
Columbus zip code to shop once
per month. While this puts an
additional strain on their
resources, it is what HAS to be
done right now. Too many
people are struggling!
Gifts of nonperishable food
items are especially appreciated
right now. Cereal is something
they have to purchase, so you
might thing of dry cereal as your
donation. Check out their wish

list for this type of item at:
https://www.neighborhood
servicesinc.org/nsi-donationwish-list.
Also, as is always the case,
cash donations go the furthest.
There are certain items that
cannot be donated and must be
purchased for their customers.
They then have the buying power
to purchase $10 worth of food for
every $1 donated!
$1 equals 4 meals
$10 equals 40 meals!!
Your money will go a long
way.

NSI is always looking for
VOLUNTEERS to help Mondays
through Thursdays from 11 a.m.
to 3 p.m. in the food pantry. You
would help stock shelves or help
those who have come to “shop.”
Call NSI at 614-297-0592 if you
are interested.
Your support is greatly
appreciated.
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ANTI-RACISM SUNDAY WORSHIP
Please note that this
conference was held in midSeptember but you can watch it
at the link provided. Pray with
Bishop Palmer that we all can
be made one through Jesus
Christ and the Holy Spirit! /Ed.
Dear Sisters and Brothers in
West Ohio:
I wanted to give you one
more reminder about the AntiRacism Sunday Worship
sponsored by the Ohio Council
of Churches (OCC). It will be
broadcast at 2 p.m. this Sunday,
September 20. We have
previously announced this via
social media, NewsNet, and on

our website. The West Ohio
Conference is one of the
member bodies of the OCC, and
we have had representation on
the planning team. This service
is an opportunity to aggregate
the voices of many Christians
across the state to lament that
we are not yet the beloved
community that we can be and
to seek God’s grace and power
to become who God yearns for
us to be.
This link
www.ohcouncilchs.
org/anti-racism_beloved_
community will provide you
with multiple ways to
participate in the service. There
are also many useful resources

to assist you in this journey to
wholeness. If you are unable to
be online on Sunday at 2 p.m.,
the service will be posted and
can be viewed at another time.
As you worship with your
local community this weekend
(in person or online), whisper a
prayer that in every way God,
by the power of God’s Holy
Spirit and after the mind of
Jesus Christ, would indeed
make us one. I am,
Your servant in Christ Jesus,

West Ohio Conference email

NANCY STRAUCH TURNED 88!! (CORRECTION)
In the last issue, as well as in the church
My apologies to both of them, especially
records, it seems I gave Nancy Julie’s birth date
Nancy, as we celebrate her 88th!
and Julie Nancy’s birth date. So Julie was not late
Remember to change their dates in the back of
in sending the picture of Nancy’s birthday as it was your church directory. I have it corrected for the
on August 6 (Julie’s birthday is May 27).
next “printing.” /ed.

USE OF DONNA B’S STORAGE ITEMS
Donna B’s Thrift Store and
Boutique has been closed during
this pandemic, but some ministry
work has been in progress.
There is quite a bit of
inventory at Donna B’s in the
store itself and in the storage
room. There is even a bit of
furniture in the garage! We have
been reaching out to
organizations, such as the Red
Cross and The Purple Heart, to
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see if we have any items they may
be looking for, such as clothing,
household items, furniture, etc.
And we certainly want to
reach out to our friends and
family at Maynard Ave UMC. If And I will even deliver items to
you, or someone you know is in you!
need of some things, please check
Stay safe! Stay Healthy!
with us at Donna B's. You can
Peace
contact the church, and Claudia
Leo Soboslai
will get us connected with you.
Leadership Chair/
Donna B worker

NATURAL DISASTERS AND UMCOR’S RESPONSE (cont’d from p. 1)
of you, many have been able to
rebuild many lives in the
traumatic aftermath of disasters.
I am asking you to join me
again to be hope to people across
our country in these
unprecedented times.
1. Pray for people impacted by
natural disasters and those
responding.
2. Support UMCOR’s U.S.
Disaster Response Advance
Special. Your gifts will make

a difference to those seeking
to rebuild homes and lives.
Advance #901670
3. You can give on-line through
the West Ohio webpage.
Please choose U.S. Disaster
Response in the drop-down
menu. You can also give
through your local church.
4. Interested in being trained to
respond in the aftermath of
disasters? Contact Mariellyn
Grace at mgrace@wocumc.
org.

Thank you for your resilient
faithfulness.

NewsNet
Thursday, Sept. 17, 2020

COLUMBUS DAY AND CONTROVERSY
Columbus Day is a U.S.
holiday that commemorates the
landing of Christopher Columbus
in the Americas in 1492, and
Columbus Day 2020 is on
Monday, October 12. It was
unofficially celebrated in a
number of cities and states as
early as the 18th century, but did
not become a federal holiday
until 1937. For many, the
holiday is a way of both honoring
Columbus’ achievements and
celebrating Italian-American
heritage. But throughout its
history, Columbus Day and the
man who inspired it have
generated controversy, and many
alternatives to the holiday have
<been> proposed since the 1970s
including Indigenous Peoples’
Day.

Controversy over Columbus
Day dates back to the 19th
century, when anti-immigrant
groups in the United States
rejected the holiday because of its
association with Catholicism.
In recent decades, Native
Americans and other groups have
protested the celebration of an
event that resulted in the
colonization of the Americas, the
beginnings of the transatlantic
slave trade, and the deaths of
millions from murder and
disease.
European settlers brought a
host of infectious diseases,
including smallpox and influenza
that decimated indigenous
populations. Warfare between
Native Americans and European

colonists claimed many lives as
well.
Several U.S. cities and states
have replaced Columbus Day
with alternative days of
remembrance. Alaska, Hawaii,
Oregon and South Dakota have
officially replaced Columbus Day
with Indigenous Peoples Day, as
have cities like Denver, Phoenix,
and Los Angeles.
taken in part from https://
www.history.com/topics/
exploration/columbus-day

NewsletterNewsletter
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Guess you can find anything online!

CROP HUNGER WALK 2020 — VIRTUAL
Below is a letter you can share via
I have registered Maynard
email with your friends. All
online at crophungerwalk.org/
donations should be back at the
ColumbusOH/
church by kickoff, October 11.
MaynardAveUMC. I encourage
each of you to signup on line to
I'm raising funds to assist
track your donations. Ask
families who are living with
friends, family members, cohunger - will you help me? As you workers to help reach your goal.
know, it's been a hard year, and
Checks should be made out
unfortunately, the number of
to CWS/CROP. Please bring
families concerned about their
your donation to the church
next meal is on the rise.
before October 11 so I can deposit
The CROP Hunger Walk
in the CWS/CROP account for
means we can take action for
counting.
someone experiencing hunger; it
Think up ways to walk in
means someone will get enough support of CROP—around your
to eat. My goal is to assist as
living room, your house, your
many people as I can...that's why community—and take pics and
I'm fundraising for more meals in send to me! Let your email
my community and for longfriends know that you are walking
lasting solutions to hunger
and how they can donate.
around the world like community
Send me photos! I will share
gardens and small-scale farming.
with Maynard and CROP. Along
I would love it if you could
with the photos, I will announce
help through a donation! The
how much Maynard has collected
steps we take - and the funds we
and donated to CROP Hunger
raise - will make a real impact!
Walk.!
- Maynard Avenue UMC

This has been an ongoing
tradition at Maynard—let’s keep
it alive even though at a distance!
Remember October 11 a
1 p.m. is kickoff for the CROP
virtual walk. So join us at
CROP’s Facebook page for an
invocation, words from event
coordinator, and words about
CWS. Then WALK!!!

CW
S

/

WELCOME TO THE WORLD, ARIA RAE
We have been praying for
and waiting the arrival of several
babies to Maynard. The first
arrival came on September 28,
2020.
Lila Hazel (Shelli and Dan
Hazel’s daughter and frequent
visitor to Maynard) and Cody
Williams welcomed Aria Rae
Hazel Williams at 12:10 p.m.,
weighing in at 7 pounds 2
ounces, and 19 inches long.
Proud Momma Lila said,
“She’s our little miracle and I
love her so much already.

Thank you, everyone, for the
well wishes and the good lucks,
they came in handy!”
Enjoy every minute with
your beautiful daughter, Lila and
Cody!
Do you think she looks like
her cousin Lorelai Smith??
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ANNUAL CONFERENCE HELD VIRTUALLY ON SEPTEMBER 12
Annual Conference 2020 Report
The 51st session of the West
Ohio Conference of the United
Methodist Church did not take
place in June as planned. It did
not take place in Lakeside, Ohio,
as planned. COVID-19 took
another hostage and the Annual
Conference was postponed.
The West Ohio Conference
team worked hard, and we held
the 51st session virtually on
Saturday, September 12. While it
was not the same, there were
elements of what we have come
to expect at annual conference.
Worship services, recognitions,
reports, and voting happened
while most of us attending were
at our homes! Bishop Palmer and
some select team members were
based at The Church of the
Messiah in Westerville, Ohio.
And it worked very well! We
could see presentations, access
documents as necessary, and we
could cast votes! The technical
team did a tremendous job getting
all this put together.
The theme for this year was
“Be Not Afraid, God Is with Us”.
It was part of the overall theme
plan we have been following for a
few years. We did learn how to
use sign language for the title.
Ask me to show you the signs
used!

Your representatives from
Maynard Ave UMC included
Pastor Nancy Day-Achaur and
Ibby Fisher (Lay Member). I
attended as a Member at Large
from the District. Hopefully, we
can return to Lakeside next year!
If so, I always encourage our
Maynard family to come and
spend a little time at the cottage
and enjoy Lakeside — even if
Pastor Nancy Day-Achaur
only for a few hours!
As for the church business, we
did tend to that! We approved
our budget Recommendation.
We approved the
recommendation for the pastors’
Ibby Fisher
pension program and health
(with Bishop
benefits and the recommendation
Palmer on
on Equitable Compensation. All
screen)
of these are important for the
operation of the greater church!
Bishop Palmer and his lovely
wife Cynthia are planning to be
the spiritual leaders of the West
Ohio Conference for the next
quadrennium “to coast.” He
challenges all pastors and church
leaders (lay included) to run the
Leo Soboslai
race thru the tape. We should
strive to be Christ-like; we need to
So yes, Annual Conference was
be the Church. He sees each
good — but I sure missed the ice
individual church as a mission
cream and donuts at Lakeside!!
station. Let us not let the times
Peace,
hold us back — God still has
Leo Soboslai
work for us to do!
Member at Large

I’m guessing this
was a joke when
first created for
NewsletterNewsletter
… not laughing
now!

SO LONG! NEVER GOODBYE ...
And so a big so long to Diane
(Kaiser) as she moves to North
Carolina to live with her daughter
and family. She picked a
beautiful time to move — not too
hot and winter is not upon us yet.
She will be with her beloved
family with a lot milder weather
than here in Columbus.
On September 20, we
gathered outside Diane’s
apartment house, keeping social
distance and masks in mind.
Along with the surprise of seeing
everyone, Michael Lindner
presented her with a “Maynard in

a box” gift. It will be a great
keepsake for her.
The day before her official
move, with everything packed
up, Ibby Fisher and Leo and
Jan Soboslai took Diane out to
dinner. These are bittersweet
times for her as she will be
happy in NC but will miss all
her Columbus friends. Enjoy
NC, Diane!

Diane and Ibby Fisher

Diane Kaiser

Leo and Jan Soboslai

October is known as Pastor
Appreciation Month. Although we
cannot gather together right now, drop
an email or card or call to Pastor Nancy
in honor of her work for Maynard.
Keep Pastor Nancy and her husband
Jeff in your prayers.
Thank you, Nancy, for all you do for us
as we grow in our understanding to be
more like Jesus!

10:30 a.m.—join
videoconference online

7 p.m.—AA

10:30 a.m.—join
videoconference online
4 p.m.—visit
7 p.m.—AA
encampments

COLUMBUS DAY
CWS/CROP WALK
10:30 a.m.—join
7 p.m.—
videoconference online AA

7 p.m.—Welcome
10:30 a.m.—join
videoconference online Home
7 p.m.—Alcoholics
Anonymous (AA)

11 a.m.—Book Study

11 a.m.—Book Study

11 a.m.—Book Study

11 a.m.—Book Study

12 p.m.—AA
7 p.m.—Choir
7 p.m..— STO — at
Kerry’s house

12 p.m.—AA
7 p.m.—Choir
7 p.m..— STO — at
Kerry’s house

12 p.m.—AA
7 p.m.—Choir
7 p.m..— STO — at
Kerry’s house

7 p.m. — Finance
Meeting

12 p.m.—AA
7 p.m.—SoHud Block
7 p.m.—Choir
7 p.m..— Sacred Time watch Meeting
Out (STO) — at
Kerry’s house

7 p.m.—Leadership
Team Meeting—
videoconference

8 p.m.—NA

8 p.m.—NA

8 p.m.—NA

8 p.m.—Narcotics
Anonymous (NA)

HALLOWEEN
10 a.m.—
Donna B’s
4 p.m.—
Handbell
practice

10 a.m.— Donna B’s
4 p.m.—Handbell
practice
6 p.m.—Youth Group

10 a.m.—Donna B’s
4 p.m.—Handbell
practice

10 a.m.—Donna B’s
4 p.m.—Handbell
practice
6 p.m.—Youth Group

10 a.m.— Donna B’s
10 a.m.—National
Federation of the Blind
4 p.m.—Handbell
practice

