Maynard Messenger

May 2020

BISHOP ANNOUNCES POSTPONEMENT OF ANNUAL CONFERENCE
On Wednesday, April 15, Bishop
Gregory Palmer announced the
postponement of the 2020 West
Ohio Annual Conference in an
email sent to its members. The
postponement was made due to
safety concerns regarding the
coronavirus and governmental
restrictions on large
gatherings. More than
2,000 people attend the
yearly conference.
“Over the past
several weeks, we have
all made changes for the safety of
others as well as ourselves,” Palmer
said. “And now, out an abundance
of caution, I am writing to inform
you that the 51st session of our
annual conference has been
postponed. This decision was made
in cooperation with the leadership at
Lakeside, the Annual Conference
Planning Team, and the cabinet.”
He asked that members of the
conference reserve September 11 and
12 for the business of the annual
conference and promised more
detailed information would be

released in the weeks ahead. The
September event is expected to take
place in the Central Ohio area.
Beginning Monday, April 20,
Lakeside staff will contact members
directly by phone to process hotel
and Lakeside Chautauqua Realty
cottage rental cancellations and
refunds. They will also
contact those with group
housing reservations.
People holding reservations
with Street Sotheby’s
International Realty (419798-1123) or from individual
homeowners are asked to contact
them directly about cancellations
and refunds.
“Thank you for your
understanding - and your resilience
during these ever-changing times,”
Palmer said.
Yours through the Risen Christ,

NewsNet
April 16, 2020
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MEET MAYNARD’S MOST CONNECTED/RELATED FAMILIES
My apologies for not
recognizing a family in the April
newsletter. To make up for that,
I’ve picked the Smith, Hazel, and
Elkins families. Over the past
couple of years, I have been asked
about their connection to each
other. So here goes:
As secretary, I met Lauren
Hazel and Rory Smith on their
wedding day. I’m pretty sure I
met their parents as well, but it
wasn’t until a couple years later
that I put everyone together.
Kristen and Randy Smith are
Rory’s parents. Shelli and Dan
Hazel are Lauren’s parents.
To introduce the parents to
you: Kristen was Staff Parish
Relations Committee chair for
several years and Randy is our
Neighborhood Services, Inc.
liaison. Shelli is chair of Donna
B’s store and Dan comes to
Tuesday’s Sacred Time Out small
group meeting when his work
schedule permits.
Lauren and Rory are parents
to 5-year-old Lorelai, who started
Kindergarten this past fall. She
is so lucky to have four
grandparents fighting to visit with
her and watch her when parents
are at work!
Wait, there are more family
members attending Maynard I
want you to know.
Upon her return to Columbus,
Rory’s sister (Randy and
Kristen’s daughter) Caitlyn began
attending Maynard and
volunteered whenever her work
permitted with Welcome Home
group, yard sale, craft fair, etc.,
and served as Sunday nursery
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attendant. She even
presented the
sermon one
Sunday! Caitlyn
was engaged to and
is now married to
Will Elkins, our
videographer and
sometimes praise
music accompanist.
To make the family
even bigger, along
came their son
Ezra, first cousin to
archive pic:
Lorelai.
Let’s not forget Lauren’s
younger sister Lila Hazel
who lives in Indianapolis
and visits Maynard
whenever she is in town. As
an aside, she will be making
the family a little bit bigger
later this year! (I have
forgotten the baby’s due
date!)
Always willing to help
and jump in when needed,
we are blessed to have all of
these family members
attending Maynard!
To sum it all up—we
have Kristen, Randy, Shelli,
Dan, Rory, Lauren,
Lorelai, Caitlyn, Will, Ezra,
and Lila + one — 11
members of an extended
family serving here at
Maynard!
If my story has confused
you, I hope the pictures
clear up their connections.
Forgive all the archive pics.
Since we are not meeting in
the church for worship right
now, I grabbed what I could find
in our records.

Rory, Lauren, Lorelai, Dan, Lila, Shelli

archive pic: Randy and Kristen

archive pic: Caitlyn, Will, and Ezra

PRAYER FOR MEMORIAL DAY
We remember, O Lord, all
those people throughout the years
who have made the supreme
sacrifice for our country, for
liberty, for us. Whenever we
breathe the air of freedom or
claim the right to justice or enjoy
the privilege of worship, fill us
with gratitude for those who
selflessly gave the last full
measure of devotion — their very
lives — for our benefit.

May these brave men and
women now know the joy of
eternity and your presence. And
may the families of the fallen
receive comfort and peace amid
their grief. Help us as we minister
to their needs. Through Jesus
Christ our Lord. Amen.
NewsletterNewsletter
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GROW THE RECONCILING MOVEMENT FROM HOME

Our work has not stopped,
downsized, slowed down, or been
postponed. The bottom line is
this: we need your support now
more than ever. And one way

you can do that from your home, Reconciling vision for the
without having to give a dollar, is Church. Email us if you're ready
by signing up members of your
to spearhead a RUM drive!
church or community as RUMs:
Reconciling Recap
individuals committed to the
April 24, 2020
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MAKING THE EASTER WREATH
As Holy Week began, Bryan
Babcock shared a booklet with us
via email explaining how to make
a holy week wreath to honor and
celebrate this
special week.
Below are
comments
and pics from
Joan Krause
and Bryan
regarding
their wreaths.
“Having read through Bryan's
sharing yesterday, I thought
making a wreath (like Advent)

was a wonderful idea. So on my
daily walk, I gathered some items
and assembled it. I encourage
you to explore this activity. It
feels very healing to me. I think I
will keep this in the open, not
only thru Easter, but as we go
through this trying time. It feels
hopeful. Peace my friends,”
Joan

“I wanted to
share our (his
and Doug
Joseph) Holy
Week wreath.”
Bryan

Let’s think about this for next
Easter when we will all be back in
the church. We can each signup
for a piece of the wreath to bring
up during Announcements. Just
a thought! /Ed.

NSI’S DONATIONS FOR MONTH OF MAY
Maynard has been asked by
Neighborhood Services, Inc.
(NSI), to provide any kind of
pasta for May. Along with the
pasta for everyday shopping by
their clients, they have asked that
we provide personal items.
These items will be greatly
appreciated.
NSI is always looking for
VOLUNTEERS to help Mondays
through Thursdays from 11 a.m.

to 3 p.m. in the food pantry. You
would help stock shelves or help
those who have come to “shop.”
Call NSI at 614-297-0592 if you
are interested.
Have a talent you’d like to
share? Talk to Caitlyn Smith
Elkins about volunteering your
home-made treats or project as a
prize for our monthly food drive.

MID-OHIO FOOD BANK SEEKS VOLUNTEERS
Did you know that across the
country (and here in Columbus)
food pantries are seeing a
dramatic rise in the need for their
services, but they have fewer
volunteers than ever before?
Most volunteers are older, retired
folks who can’t help out right
now.
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Under Section 8 of the
Governor’s Executive Order,
people are allowed to volunteer to
support food and other essential
needs for our lower-income
neighbors. We have a need for
over 300 volunteers over the next
3 weeks to support the Mid-Ohio
Foodbank and other local food

pantries. Is your
team able to help?
People can sign
up at
pointapp.org/
events.
Capitol Area North
3/26/20

ALL IN COMMUNITY: PRAYER GATHERING ON WEDNESDAYS
An email was sent to you on
April 16 indicating different ways
to connect to All In Community
via online resources. Most of the
events took place in April except
their prayer request. Below is the
article from their newsletter
explaining how to join them every
Wednesday through Zoom.app.

During these unprecedented
times when we have plenty to
worry about, All In Community
is following Paul’s advice. We
are hosting a weekly online
gathering to pray for our loved
ones and neighbors who are
incarcerated, working in
correctional facilities, returning to
our communities, hurting from
injustices, and struggling to be a
NEW: All In Community
supportive family member during
Prayer Gathering,
these difficult days.
Join All In Community
Weekly on Wednesdays
Conference
Leaders as we spend
at 10 a.m.
15-20 minutes in Jesus’ peaceful
In prison, the Apostle Paul
and healing presence. All in this
had plenty to be concerned about. community welcome your
Yet, he wrote the church in
petitions as we strengthen each
Philippi not to “worry about
other in prayer. You may email
anything; instead, pray about
ahead of time prayer requests to
everything. Tell God what you
Kathi Herington at
need, and thank him for all he has kaherington@gmail.com.
done.” [Philippians 4:6]

Join weekly via Zoom @:
https://zoom.us/
j/99025366426?
pwd=dEVDWDF2eDNaQW0y
M0taQ0pDOGZqQT09
Password: AICPRAYS
Make sure to download the
Zoom app and use the password
as requested when you log online.
You can call in by phone two
ways, as well.
One-tap mobile:
+16468769923,,99025366426#
Dial in: +1 646 876 9923 >>
Meeting ID: 990 2536 6426

IN MEMORIAM: MILTON KAISER
Milton has often come to
church with Diane, bringing
along his tambourine. And he
loved seeing everyone at
Maynard potlucks.
Milton left his beloved Diane
and family for God’s eternal
kingdom on Friday, April 24.
Diane was with him so he was
not alone. But now Diane must

be alone in quarantine for 14
more days.
Milton’s funeral will be held
on Saturday, May 2, at 10 a.m.,
at Forest Lawn Cemetery, 5600
East Broad Street.
Please keep Diane and their
family in your prayers for
comfort. and strength.

5

WALK TO EMMAUS—HAVE YOU GONE?
It has been several years since
someone from Maynard participated in
the Emmaus Walk. Read this article
from their website and consider being
involved in this experience. /Ed.

New Mission Statement:
Renewing Christian Disciples,
Strengthening Local Churches
While they were talking and
discussing, Jesus himself came near
and walked with them. (Luke 24:15)
The walk to Emmaus is an
experience of Christian spiritual
renewal and formation that
begins with a three-day short
course in Christianity. It is an
opportunity to meet Jesus Christ
in a new way as God’s grace and
love is revealed to you through
other believers.
The Walk to Emmaus
experience begins with the
prayerful discernment and
invitation from a sponsor. After
one accepts this invitation they
complete an application. The
Emmaus leaders prayerfully
consider each applicant; and in
God’s time, the person is invited
to attend a three-day experience
of New Testament Christianity as
a lifestyle.
Following the three-day
experience, participants are joined
in small groups to support each
other in their ongoing walk with
Christ.
Through the formational
process of accountable
discipleship in small groups and
participation in the Emmaus
community, each participant’s
individual gifts and servantleadership skills are developed for
use in the local church and its
mission. Participants are
encouraged to find ways to live
out their individual call to
6

discipleship in their home,
church, and community.
The objective of Emmaus is to
inspire, challenge, and equip the
local church members for
Christian action in their homes,
churches, communities, and
places of work. Emmaus lifts up
a way for our grace-filled lives to
be lived and shared with others.
Who should go to Emmaus?
Emmaus is open to members
of any Christian denomination
and is for the development of
Christian leaders who:
 Are members of a local
church
 Have a desire to strengthen
their spiritual lives
 May have unanswered
questions about their faith
 Understand that being a
Christian involves
responsibility
 Are willing to dedicate their
everyday lives to God in an
ongoing manner
What happens on the Emmaus
Weekend?
You will enjoy three days of
singing, learning, laughing,
worshiping, reflecting, praying,
and participating in small groups.
Discussions center around 15
talks given by laity and clergy.
These talks present the theme of
God’s grace, how that grace
comes alive in the Christian
community, and how it is
expressed in the world. You’ll
also discover how grace is real in
your life, how you live a life of
grace, and how you bring that
grace to others.
You will have the opportunity
to participate in the daily
celebration of Holy Communion
and to understand more fully the
body of Christ. You will
experience God’s grace through

the prayers
and acts of
anonymous
service offered
by the
Emmaus
community.
You will leave
with an experience of Christian
love in action that will equip you
for new levels of grace-filled
service and leadership.
What Happens After the Emmaus
Weekend?
You are invited to have a
closer walk with Christ for the
rest of your life; this is called the
Fourth Day. Those who attend a
Walk to Emmaus are encouraged
to:
 Expand their own spiritual
lives through worship, study,
and active participation in
their local church
 Become more active disciples
of Christ in service to the
world
To nurture this process of
discipleship, the Emmaus
movement offers specific
opportunities.
 First, groups of four to six
people meet weekly to reflect
on their spiritual journey and
encourage one another in
accountable discipleship.
 Second, there are monthly
community gatherings where
Emmaus participants meet for
fellowship, worship, and
instruction.
 Third, community members
are regularly informed of the
support needs of upcoming
Walk to Emmaus weekends
and other opportunities for
servant leadership.
http://emmaus.
upperroom.org/about

MAKING SOAP DURING A HEALTH CRISIS—UM WOMEN
Little did the North Katanga
Annual Conference in
Democratic Republic of the
Congo (DRC) know how
valuable its soap-making
enterprise would turn out to be.
In 2019, the women’s work
coordinator of the North Katanga
Annual Conference applied for an
Economic Development Grant
from United Methodist Women.
The $14,000 grant the Conference
received was earmarked to train
women in 24 Districts of North
Katanga Annual Conference in
the DRC.
United Methodist Women
Regional Missionary Grace
Musuka works with the local
United Methodist Women in
Central Africa.
The soap-making enterprise
has come in very useful during
this health crisis. The women are
using the soap in their homes,

giving it away to widows and
orphans, and selling some of it
for income. The trained women
also go on to train other women
in this skill.
In addition, in response to
COVID-19, the women are
using their phone networks to
share messages about staying at
home, washing hands with soap,
and continuing spiritual practice
and prayer.
Thanks to generous United
Methodist Women’s Mission
Giving, the women of North
Katanga are making a difference
in their entire community.
From the website of the
United Methodist Women.
https://www.unitedmethodist
women.org/ you can receive
more information about their
work, mission, and future plans.

NEWEST MAYNARDITE ARRIVES SAFE AND SOUND
We have been awaiting Riley
Lynn Scruggs’ arrival since last
fall when Connie Bloor told us
she was to be a grandma again.
Becky (Bloor) Scruggs as proud
mama is doing well. Proud papa
Joe Scruggs is going to see what
sleepless night really means!
Riley arrived in good health
on April 29, at 2:47 a.m.,
weighing in at 7-1/2 lbs. and 19
in. long. Connie has only seen

her with a hat on so is not sure if
she has lots of hair or not.
Her cousins Eli and Amelia
are anxiously awaiting being able
to see and hold her. Looking
forward to all three being at
Maynard together one Sunday.
Please keep them in prayers
for sleep and patience!
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ASK THE UMC: WHY DO WE SUFFER?
Sometimes the devastation is
overwhelming. The waters rise
and the rain won’t stop. The
ground shakes beneath our feet,
or the wind blows the roofs off
homes. Disease spreads,
seemingly unstoppable, causing
fear and anxiety, pain and loss.
The problems seem
insurmountable, the destruction
beyond our comprehension.
When tragedy strikes, it is
common for us to ask why. We
turn to our faith for answers, but
answers don’t come easily. We
wrestle with making sense of the
suffering we witness, in light of
our Christian faith. Questions are
left unanswered. The tragedy is
not explained.
In a sermon titled “The
Promise of Understanding,” John
Wesley, founder of the Methodist
movement, says we may never
know. He writes:
“[W]e cannot say why God
suffered evil to have a place in his
creation; why he, who is so
infinitely good himself, who
made all things ‘very good,’ and
who rejoices in the good of all his
creatures, permitted what is so
entirely contrary to his own
nature, and so destructive of his
noblest works. ‘Why are sin and
its attendant pain in the world?’
has been a question ever since the
world began; and the world will
probably end before human
understandings have answered it
with any certainty” (section 2.1).
The short answer is: We do
not know why disease,
pandemics, natural disasters, and
other suffering are part of our
world.
While Wesley admits we
cannot know the complete

answer, he
clearly states that
suffering does
not come from
God. God is
“infinitely good,”
Wesley writes,
“made all things
good,” and
“rejoices in the
good of all his creatures.”
Our good God does not send
suffering. According to Wesley,
it is “entirely contrary to [God’s]
own nature, and so destructive of
his noblest works.” Suffering is
not punishment for sin or a
judgment from God. We suffer,
and the world suffers, because we
are human and part of a system of
processes and a physical
environment where things go
wrong.
In another sermon titled “On
Divine Providence,” Wesley
again writes of God’s love for
humanity and that God desires
good for us. He then adds how
God is always with us, even in
the midst of tragedy. Wesley
shares,
“[God] hath expressly
declared, that as his ‘eyes are over
all the earth’ [see Psalm 34:15;
83:18], so he ‘is loving to every
man, and his mercy is over all his
works’ [Psalm 145:9].
Consequently, he is concerned
every moment for what befalls
every creature upon earth; and
more especially for everything
that befalls any of the children of
men. It is hard, indeed, to
comprehend this; nay, it is hard
to believe it, considering the
complicated wickedness, and the
complicated misery, which we see

on every side. But believe it we
must” (paragraph 13).
This is good news. While we
cannot fully comprehend the
why, we know that God is with
those who suffer. Note that
Wesley says God cares for “every
creature.” We are never alone in
our suffering.
In our experience, we know
that tragedies happen to
Christians and non-Christians
alike. As Jesus said, “[God]
makes the sun rise on both the
evil and the good and sends rain
on both the righteous and the
unrighteous” (Matthew 5:45).
The good news we proclaim is
that God is with us through it all.
United Methodist Communications
<umcom@umcom.org>
Wed. 4/29/2020

Should you want to read more
of this article, click on
https://www.umc.org/en/
content/ask-the-umc-how-dounited-methodists-understandhuman-suffering-from-naturaldisaster?utm_source=comm
unication%20essentials&utm_
medium=email&utm_campaign
=resourceumc&utm_content=as
k%20the%20umc04/29/2020
&mkt_tok

RE-OPEN THE CHURCH—GUIDELINES TO BE DISCUSSED
“We recognize and accept
that life is not going to return to
what it was before COVID-19;
therefore, how we live out our
mission as the church will not go
back to what we have always
known. We will continue to
change, adapt and develop new
ways of being the church.
“Our return to public worship
is not, and never should be, based
on our own comfort, desires or
preferences. It is based on our
fulfilling God’s mission and
purpose for us, which is loving
God and loving others. We
believe that we are in a moment
of the greatest opportunity for
evangelism in recent memory.
“We have abundant
opportunities to show those
around us, even in the midst of
this pandemic, that they are
beloved children of God and that
we love them. That love can be
shown concretely through our
following the practices that will

best protect one another from this
virus. To be faithful, we are
called to be willing to do what is
best for others, even when it
means we must make sacrifices.
“We also recognize that this
will not be a one-size-fits-all
approach to this startup. Those
who are most vulnerable (those
over 65 and/or with preexisting
conditions) are encouraged to be
abundantly cautious and should
not be in crowds at all. Starting
up in rural, less-populated areas
could very well be different than
in higher-density population
centers. However, all of our
congregations and leaders should
be aware of and follow the
following guidelines.”

put here and some don’t apply to
Maynard so I have left them off
for now.
Know that our Leadership
Team will be discussing the
guidelines at their next meeting
on May 7. If you have anything
to share, you can join their
meeting or send an email to Leo
Soboslai (dadof3girls@hotmail.
com) letting him know your
thoughts and ideas for going
forward.
Discussions will involve
offering, bulletins, seating,
restrooms, fellowship, hymns,
attendance, etc. Maynard’s
guidelines will be made available
to everyone as soon as they are
finalized.
Remember, safe distancing
The above article and
and wearing of masks is crucial
guidelines were sent to the church during this time; keep yourself
email list on April 30 as part of
and loved ones safe and well.
the West Ohio Conference
/Ed.
newsletter NewsNet, April 30, 2020.
The guidelines are very long to

ONE QUESTION QUIZ
Ecclesiastes 3:1 says, “For everything there is a season,
and a time for every matter under heaven.” Which of the
following are mentioned in the list that follows?
a time to teach, and a time to learn
a time to mourn, and a time to dance
a time to fast, and a time to eat
a time to work, and a time to rest
Answer: B (See Ecclesiastes 3:1-8.)

A.
B.
C.
D.

See listing on 5/24

ALL SUNDAYS:
Memorial Day
9 a.m.—Men’s Group 7 p.m.—AA
9:15—Sisters in
Spirit Sunday School
9:30 a.m.—Children’s
Sunday School
10:30 a.m.—Worship
12 p.m.—Martial Arts
Pentecost Sunday

12 p.m.—AA
7 p.m.—Choir

12 p.m.—AA
7 p.m.—Choir

11 a.m.—Book Study
7 p.m..— STO

12 p.m.—Donna B’s
7 p.m.—AA
4 p.m. —Visit encampments

11 a.m.—Book Study
7 p.m..— STO

12 p.m.—AA
7 p.m.—Choir

Mother’s Day

11 a.m.—Book Study
7 p.m..— STO

12 p.m.—AA
7 p.m.—Choir

7 p.m.—AA

Cinco de Mayo
7 p.m.—Welcome Home 11 a.m.—Book Study
7 p.m.—Alcoholics
7 p.m..— STO
Anonymous (AA)

8 p.m.—NA

8 p.m.—NA

8 p.m.—NA

7 p.m.—SoHud
Blockwatch Meeting

7 p.m. — Finance
Meeting

8 p.m.—NA

7 p.m.—Leadership
Team Meeting

8 p.m.—Narcotic
Anonymous (NA)

10 a.m.—Donna B’s
4 p.m.—Handbell
practice

10 a.m.— Donna B’s
4 p.m.—Handbell
practice
6 p.m.—Youth Group

10 a.m.—Donna B’s
4 p.m.—Handbell
practice

10 a.m.—Donna B’s
4 p.m.—Handbell
practice
6 p.m.—Youth Group

10 a.m.— Donna B’s
10 a.m.—National
Federation of the Blind
4 p.m.—Handbell
practice

