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BISHOP SHARES GREATEST LEARNINGS DURING THIS TIME
Greetings in Christ Jesus, Dear
Friends,
The COVID-19 pandemic has
forced us all into a posture of change
and adjustment to a new reality that
is shaping our future in ways we
cannot yet fully know or
comprehend. We are as a friend of
mine used to say when he was
overwhelmed, “Brother Palmer, I’m
peddling as fast as I can.” In spite of
COVID-19, or maybe because of it,
we are learning at a rapid rate how
to function in this season. At the
same time we have an eye on a not
yet clear future with a bundle of
questions in search of answers. The
image of drinking from a fire
hydrant has new meaning. It is an
apt metaphor for our situation. The
other day I read this headline:
“Pandemic Compels MerriamWebster to Add 535 Words to
Dictionary.” That’s just a sign of
the speed of change thrust upon us.
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BISHOP’S LEARNINGS (CONT’D)
invitation to open ourselves to
having a “heart full of wisdom.”
Harry Emerson Fosdick helps
us pray in this direction with
these soaring words:

Grant us wisdom, grant us
courage
for the facing of this hour,
for the facing of this hour.
Yours in Christ,

God of grace and God of glory,
on your people pour your
power;
crown your ancient church’s
story,
bring its bud to glorious flower.

Harry Emerson Fosdick
Bishop Gregory V. Palmer

NewsNet
May 7, 2020

KROGER COMMUNITY REWARD PROGRAM
Because 33 households
shopped at Kroger between
February 1, 2020, and April 30,
2020, Kroger will be sending
Maynard a check for $154.69.
Just register your Kroger Plus
card online, if you have not done

so, and shop as usual. Swipe
your card at checkout. This does
not affect your gas rewards or any
sales or coupons.
Thanks to all who continue to
support this simple fundraiser.

2020 SUMMER CAMPING PROGRAM SUSPENDED DUE TO COVID-19
The West Ohio Camping &
Retreat Ministries has made the
difficult decision to suspend all
summer camp programs due to
the coronavirus.
“The health, safety and wellbeing of our campers and staff are
very important to us,” said
Director Ken Overholser. “The
decision was made after many
hours of conversation,
discernment, and prayer with
conference leadership, camping,
and health care officials.”
Full refunds are available to
those already registered and to
churches that have paid fees.
Options include:
 Call or email for a full refund.
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Transfer the funds toward
summer 2021 and receive a
free camp hoodie next
summer
 Offer to donate all or a
portion of your fees paid as a
tax-deductible contribution to
West Ohio Camps Donations
may help keep the program
afloat during this very difficult
time.
“The season may be
suspended but plans are under
way to keep our campers and staff
engaged in other ways,”
Overholser said.
The mission of the West Ohio
Camps is to provide a spiritual,
relational, and recreational


environment where everyone can
experience the love of Jesus.
More information will be
available at westohiocamps.org.
Please direct any questions
to koverholser@WOCUMC.org
or call the conference center at
614-844-6200.
NewsNet
May 12, 2020
Vol 13, Issue 73

WINGS OF THE MORNING HELPS BRING PEACE
Wings of the Morning, the
United Methodist aviation ministry
of the North Katanga Episcopal
Area, has been called into service
to assist peace negotiations in a
strife-ridden area of the Democratic
Republic of the Congo. The governor of the DRC’s Tanganyika province called Gaston Ntambo Nkulu,
Global Ministries’ missionary pilot,
for assistance early in March this
year. The Cessna Caravan that
Ntambo flies is a unique size, big
enough to carry a government delegation, yet, small enough to land
on this village’s dirt airstrip.
Most of the time, Wings of the
Morning transports people in remote parts of the region to hospitals for emergency service. Poor or
non-existent roads make ground
transportation impossible
The Minister of Defense asked
Ntambo to fly two top generals and
seven other leaders to negotiate a
peace agreement among the Luba
people and the Twa people (Batwa,
also referred to by the general term,
“Pygmy”), whose relationship has
erupted into armed conflict off and
on over the last seven years
“When we do this kind of
work, we save more lives than we
ever could doing medical missions,
because we stop the fighting,”
Ntambo commented.
In the most recent uprising,
Nyunzu was surrounded by Twa
militias for almost two months, preventing residents from going to
their gardens and harvesting crops.
Some relief supplies have been
brought into this village of over
40,000 people, but not enough.
Nyunzu is part of the North
Katanga Episcopal Area led by
Bishop Mande Muyombo. The village is populated primarily by people of the Luba tribe, a Bantu people. The Bantu migrated across the
continent and now make up most
of DRC’s population. Different

Bantu peoples throughout Central
Africa have used the Twa to do menial work. In colonial times, the
Twa, who are small in stature, were
used as slave labor in Africa. .
The Twa are members of indigenous hunter-gatherer tribes that
traditionally dwell in the forest.
Various Twa tribal groups are
found throughout Central Africa
but make up just 1% of the population in the DRC. They feel their
ability to continue their traditional
ways of life are under siege. In the
last two decades, they have also
increasingly stepped up to demand
their rights and equal treatment under the law.
Tension over respect and intermarriage has built up in Nyunzu
and is coming to the boiling point.
Using their traditional bows and
arrows, the Twa maintained their
stand around the village, while
some Luba villagers accessed firing
arms to engage the Twa. A pattern
of attack and retaliation has caused
major disruptions over time.
Across the region, more than
half a million people have been displaced by this conflict. In fact,
some of the Twa and Bantu families displaced by the fighting can be
found together, seeking refuge in
the same DRC displacement
camps.
United Methodists have
worked for peace in this conflict in
different ways. The Rev. Betty Kazadi Musau, communicator for the
North Katanga Conference, reported in 2018 that United Methodist
Women in Nyunzu invited Twa
women into their women’s groups
and Twa families into their churches. They initiated a dialogue and
offered vocational workshops that
sought to give Twa women a
chance to improve their livelihoods.
The UMC District Superintendent in the area, Ngoy Wa Ngoy

Cessna Caravan’s tailfin
Photo Mike Dubose, UM News

Mubanga, stepped into this latest
standoff to find ways to make
peace. Likewise, Moise Katumbi
Chapwe, governor of the province,
sought to bring the two sides together to make a deal.
On March 5, 2020, as Ntambo
landed the Cessna Caravan with
the government delegation and a
small cargo of supplies, the governor arrived by helicopter.
The delegation was met by
leaders of both groups. The District
Superintendent and other church
leaders were there to greet the delegation. As of the writing of this article the peace has held, and part of
the delegation continues to negotiate a long-term solution to the
stand-off.
You can support the mission of
Wings of the Morning, North Katanga area, by directing gifts to
Advance # 08597A.
George Howard is the director of
Connectional Engagement
with Global Ministries.
Christie R. House is a consultant
in writing and editing
with Global Ministries.
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SPECIAL MUSIC PRESENTED DURING TELECONFERENCE WORSHIP SERVICE
Have you been joining the
video conference worship service
each Sunday? I know I have
missed a couple — problems with
my phone, off visiting grandkids,
slept through my alarm but
watched all on YouTube videos!
What a great job everyone has
done to make this look easy but
know that a lot of background
work goes into each service.
I want to thank all those who
have been a part of the Special
Music presented each week.
Of course our own Bryan
provides hymn melodies all we
have to do is join in. No one can

hear you so sing as loud as you
want!
Michael Lindner is our “tech
guy” but he also presented the
bells playing Morning Has Broken
and played Love Changes
Everything on the French horn.
Joan Krause soloed for us one
Sunday singing Do Not Be Afraid,
followed the next week by Stacy
Brannan-Smith and Henson and
Mercy singing I Have Decided to
Follow Jesus, so perfect kids.
LeeAnn McBride sang a
favorite of Ernie Robinson’s, His
Eye Is on the Sparrow. For
Pentecost Danni Mann sang

Precious Lord,
the lead in to
prayers of the
people.
As we still
must stay at
home for a
few more
Archive: Bryan Babcock
weeks, join in
the video conference and hear
more beautiful voices and
instruments. You will get to see
everyone you are missing during
pass the peace time.
See you Sunday in worship!

NSI’S DONATIONS FOR MONTH OF JUNE
Maynard has been asked by
Neighborhood Services, Inc.
(NSI), to provide any kind of
pasta for June. Along with the
pasta for everyday shopping by
their clients, they have asked that
we provide personal items.
These items will be greatly
appreciated.
NSI is always looking for
VOLUNTEERS to help Mondays

through Thursdays from 11 a.m.
to 3 p.m. in the food pantry. You
would help stock shelves or help
those who have come to “shop.”
Call NSI at 614-297-0592 if you
are interested.
We have been saving pasta for
a while, and Claudia will check
NSI, please keep bringing in pasta
with NSI to see if they would like and personal items.
Maynard to donate something
Your support is greatly
different. Until she hears from
appreciated.

WE’RE NOT BACK YET — PASTOR NANCY’S EMAIL DATED 5/22/20
Maynard family, we are
continuing to worship online and
will not be returning to in person
worship until we believe it is safe
to do so.
Our Leadership Team and I
put your safety and the safety of
our community first. We
continue to monitor the COVID19 infection reports and the
orders and recommendations
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from our state and local Public
Health Departments and will
continue to make our
determinations based on that
information.
Jesus healed people, he
believed in health and wellness,
and we will continue that ministry
by not putting people at risk.
We look forward to seeing
you at our video conference

worship
services on
Sundays. Be
safe and take
heart, God is
still with us
even during
online
worship.
Blessings,
Pastor Nancy

LGBTQ SUICIDE PREVENTION RESOURCES
Keep this chart handy. It may
help someone you love know they
are not alone and there is
someone who understands what
they are going through, how they
feel, and has been there
themselves. This chart may just
save a life!
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CROP HUNGER WALK UPDATE
helped along the way.* Your
steps mean good health and
hygiene for all of us, and I’m
especially grateful for your
leadership in these difficult times!
Hi Maynard Avenue UMC,
In terms of Walk details
(location, date, etc.), we want to
Hoping everything is well
with you! You’ve been an active make sure your community’s
health is the #1 priority. We’re
team captain for the Columbus,
staying tuned for governmental
OH CROP Hunger Walk in the
past, so I wanted to share a quick guidance on fall events and will
keep you posted on details as
update about this fall’s event.
soon as there’s a clear way
The good news is that the
forward. You can make sure you
Walk page is up and running
and your teammates get those
here: https://www.crop
updates by registering online
hungerwalk.org/columbusoh.
It’s a timely way for people who today. And when you invite
others to register, remember to
hope to — and who are
share the “thank you” video
financially able to — help
neighbors in need get food. That above! They may need a little
help means local food banks will hope in their days right now, and
that’s what you represent in so
have more meals to share with
many ways.
families who are recently
We have many big challenges
unemployed or struggling in our
in front of us, and hunger’s
communities. I also want to
share <a> recent word of thanks shadow is already growing
because of this pandemic. But
from friends in Asia that you’ve
This letter came to me as the CROP
Hunger Walk Captain last year. I
wanted to share the information with
you from Andrew Gifford./Ed.

with your help, we will fight back
with hope, light and every
resource we have.
All the best,
Andrew Gifford
CROP Hunger Walk
Fundraising Coach
*To watch thank you video from
Asia, go to: https://
www.youtube.com/watch?
v=kfApsMzCjfo&feature=youtu
.be

 Interested in being Captain this year? Let Claudia know and she will get you set up!

UNITED METHODIST FINANCIAL CREDIT UNION ENTERPRISE PROMOTION
Going On Now: SPRING
into a great deal!
The United Methodist
Financial Credit Union is
partnering with Enterprise Car
Sales to give our members a better
vehicle buying experience!
Receive $400 when you purchase
a vehicle with Enterprise and
finance it through United
Methodist Financial Credit
Union, February 14, 2020,
through June 14, 2020. Let’s get
started! Contact Shanna
Davidson at sdavidson@
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umethodist.com or call 1-800-373
-1059 to discuss getting preapproved today!
*Terms and Conditions. To
receive the $400, you must purchase a
vehicle with Enterprise Car Sales from
February 14, 2020 through June 14,
2020, finance the vehicle with United
Methodist Financial Credit Union,
and make your first 4 payments on
time. $200 will be placed in your
credit union savings account within
30 days from the date of your
purchase and an additional $200 if

you make your first 4 payments on
time. Borrowers who set up their loan
payment by ACH will receive the
$400 within 30 days of purchase.
NewsNet, May 19, 2020
Vol. 11, Issue 75

UMW URGES YOU TO RESIST RACISM IN HEARTS, HOMES, COMMUNITIES, AND COUNTRY
United Methodist Women
decries the February shooting
death of Ahmaud Arbery in
Brunswick, Georgia, and laments
that arrests in his killing were
only made last week after a
videotape of his final moments
went viral although local law
enforcement was in possession of
this evidence for weeks.
The organization also
expresses concern in the death of
Sean Reed, who live streamed his
own killing by police in
Indianapolis, Indiana, police
officers shooting him more than
10 times and one saying, “Looks
like it’s going to be a closed
casket, homie.”
United Methodist Women
calls for an end to extrajudicial
killings that harken back to our
nation’s shameful legacy of the
lynching of Black people. That
contemporaries like Trayvon
Martin, Atatiana Jefferson, Tamir
Rice, and now Ahmaud Arbery
are united in death with the
historic lynching victim Emmett
Till is a disgrace.
Such devaluing of Black lives
matters to God. As Christian
women, we stand to demonstrate
our faith by challenging racism,
racist stereotypes, and the
criminalization of Black
communities and other
communities of color. It is a sin
to assume a Black person or other
person of color is guilty of a crime
because they are jogging down a
street, or buying Skittles, or
playing in a park, or gaming with
a nephew at home. Refusing to
challenge such racism and
injustice is also a sin.
Arbery’s death is happening in
a moment when the broader
structural racism in our society is

increasingly revealed through
enormous racial disparities
evidenced not only in the U.S.
COVID-19 death statistics but
also in the biased enforcement of
social distancing regulations.
Black people have been ticketed,
beaten, and arrested for minor
violations of social distancing
while armed White people
gathering in enormous crowds
have been given a free pass.
We are seeing old racist
patterns renewed in myriad ways:
Black people are subject to
lynching; Native American land
rights are undermined in South
Dakota; Latinx workers are
exploited while labor rights are
ignored; Asian American
communities continue to be
demonized with stereotypes of
“foreignness” and “disease”; and
White supremacists openly
organize.

As United Methodist Women,
we encourage all members and
friends to recommit to The
United Methodist Church’s
Charter for Racial Justice and
resist racism in our hearts, our
homes, our communities, and our
country.
https://www.westohioumc.org/
conference/news/united-methodistwomen-urges-members-resist-racismhearts-homes-communities-and
NewsNet: May 19, 2020
Vol. 13, Issue 75

The altar on Pentecost Sunday, May 31, 2020
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ALL IN COMMUNITY: COVID-19 REENTRY KIT CHALLENGE
“I look upon all the world as my
parish; thus far I mean, that in whatever
part of it I am, I judge it meet, right, and
my bounden duty to declare unto all that
are willing to hear, the glad tidings of
salvation.” – John Wesley, Journal, June
11, 1739
Due to increased exposure to the
COVID-19 virus, our neighbors
returning from prison are at a higher
risk of spreading the coronavirus
back into the community. At the
same time, incarceration comprises
the immune system and one’s overall
health, putting COVID-negative
returning neighbors at a higher risk
of coronavirus affliction upon their
return to community. The Ohio
Department of Rehabilitation and
Correction (ODRC) has asked The
West Ohio Conference for assistance
in providing hygiene items and face
masks to our returning neighbors.
All In Community, the WOC
Disaster Response Ministry, and the
West Ohio Conference United
Methodist Women are challenging
our members, churches, and groups
to provide 4,000 returning neighbors
with a health kit that will better
protect the well-being of all
community members by reducing the
spread of COVID-19.
Individuals, churches, and
groups may participate in the
COVID-19 Reentry Hygiene Kit
Challenge in the following ways:
1. Serve as a district collection
site. Maynard is our collection
site! Contact Diana Kubovcik.
2. Coordinate a supply collection.
We currently have 324 kits from
UMCOR that need 2-in-1
shampoo and conditioner, travel
size hand sanitizer (if readily
available), a washable face mask,
and an encouraging note. Our
conference has another 65 kits
that need 2-in-1 shampoo and
conditioner, toothpaste, travel
size hand sanitizer (if readily
available), a mask, and a note.
These items are not included in
the UMCOR kits, so we need to

3.

4.

5.

6.

supplement locally. Contact
Reba Collins at
rebakco@gmail.com if you
would like to contribute.
Assemble hygiene kits. Kit
assembly is a great way for
families to serve together at
home! Kits can be assembled by
individuals as well. Whether it is
1 or 100, every kit counts in
creating a safer community. Kits
can be assembled with or
without masks.
Groups that assemble kits are
required to adhere to social
distancing guidelines for their
own protection. Groups may
contact Jeff Walker at
jwalker@alink.com to arrange
for a district Disaster Response
representative to pick up
inventory of 25 kits or more.
Contribute masks to go in kits.
Not every kit will have a mask
and not every mask will have a
kit. Groups and individuals may
provide washable face masks to
be included in donated health
kits. Homemade masks are
acceptable as long as they are
washable. We want to collect as
many masks as possible. To
learn how to make easy-to-sew
masks, go to youtube.com and
search for “easy to sew face
masks.”
Provide direct financial support
for purchase of additional kit
materials. Our goal is 500
complete kits per district. Any
financial contribution will go to
purchase supplies to help meet
our challenge goal of 4,000 kits.
This inventory will provide
enough kits for the next six
months to protect everyone in
need who is leaving an ODRC
prison. Donations can be sent to
the West Ohio Conference
Council on Development.
Please indicate in the memo line:
COVID-19 Reentry Kit
Challenge.Kit Collection Process

The COVID-19 Reentry Kit
Challenge will run between May 25
and June 22 with the following
timeline:
May 25 — June 22: Groups/
individuals assemble health kits/
masks
June 22— Deadline to drop off kits
and masks at district collection
sites
June 24 — 26: Kits collected from
sites by ODRC staff
June 29 — Dec. 2020: Kits
distributed to returning
neighbors
Individuals and groups will
assemble kits according to the
checklist PDF below. (Welcome
Home group will take care of this.)
Once assembled, kits may be
dropped off at any of the collection
sites at the times and days indicated
on the COVID-19 Reentry Kit
Challenge webpage. Or they may be
mailed to a district collection site or
the West Ohio Conference Center.
WOC Disaster Response
Ministry representatives also will
assist with kit collections of 25 kits or
more. Contact Jeff Walker at
jwalker@alink.com or 1-740-3236750 to arrange for disaster response
pick up.
Current District Collection Site:
Capitol Area North
Maynard Avenue UMC
2350 INDIANOLA AVE
COLUMBUS, Ohio 43202
1-614-263-5145
Contact: Diana Kubovcik
614-266-993
Drop off by appointment
Meeting the Challenge
 4,000 Kits with Masks
 389 2-in-1 shampoo &
conditioners
 389 Travel size hand sanitizers
 389 Washable face masks. (To
learn how to make easy-to-sew
masks, go to youtube.com and
search for “easy to sew face
masks.”)
 389 Encouraging notes
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 65 Toothpastes

10:30 a.m.—join
teleconference online

10:30 a.m.—join
teleconference online
4 p.m.—visit
encampments

10:30 a.m.—join
teleconference online

10:30 a.m.—join
teleconference online

Peace with Justice
Sunday

Virtual Program:
A Good Start

7 p.m.—AA

7 p.m.—AA

7 p.m.—AA

7 p.m.—AA

12 p.m.—AA
7 p.m.—Choir

12 p.m.—AA
7 p.m.—Choir

12 p.m.—AA
7 p.m.—Choir

12 p.m.—AA
7 p.m.—Choir

7 p.m. — Finance
Meeting

7 p.m.—SoHud
Block watch Meeting

7 p.m.—Leadership
Team Meeting—
teleconference

Virtual Program: A Good Start—June 22 thru July 17

11 a.m.—Book Study
7 p.m..— STO — at
Kerry’s house

11 a.m.—Book Study
7 p.m..— STO — at
Kerry’s house

11 a.m.—Book Study
7 p.m..— STO — at
Kerry’s house

7 p.m.—Welcome Home 11 a.m.—Book Study
7 p.m.—Alcoholics
7 p.m..— STO — at
Anonymous (AA)
Kerry’s house

8 p.m.—NA

8 p.m.—NA

8 p.m.—NA

8 p.m.—Narcotic
Anonymous (NA)

10 a.m.— Donna B’s
4 p.m.—Handbell
practice
6 p.m.—Youth Group

10 a.m.—Donna B’s
4 p.m.—Handbell
practice

10 a.m.—Donna B’s
4 p.m.—Handbell
practice
6 p.m.—Youth Group

10 a.m.— Donna B’s
10 a.m.—National
Federation of the Blind
4 p.m.—Handbell
practice

