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A CHAPLAIN’S PERSPECTIVE ON THE PANDEMIC
I work at a large, 300-plus bed
hospital in Columbus, Ohio. My
primary assignment is in the emergency
department, where we average around
2,500 traumas and 80,000 to 90,000
patient visits a year.
The last time I had a chance to
write was Easter morning, and it is hard
to believe all that has happened in the
past seven weeks. The COVID-19 virus
has had an impact on so many facets of
life.
Worldwide, over 350,000 people
have died. In the past week, we passed
100,000 deaths in the United States.
My home state passed 2,000. The
hospital where I work is nearing 25, and
I have personally been the chaplain
with eight families who have lost a
loved one to the virus. The victims’
ages were between 47 and 79. I am 55
and am fortunate to have living parents.
These ages do not seem old to me.
In the midst of this, the chaplain’s
role is to provide and represent insights
found in our unique position in the
hospital. Having this in mind, let me
briefly explain that role.
A chaplain is to be a compassionate
presence who can keep their head when
frequently the people around them
cannot. This is the beginning point of
every encounter with patients, families,

and staff, and it needs to happen 100%
of the time.
Sometimes, being a compassionate
presence who can keep their head is all
that happens within a patient visit or
family encounter. Yet, that can be a
very effective chaplain encounter. At
the same time, the chaplain is trained to
try to assess and bring forth whatever
has given that person or family hope,
meaning and strength. To say it
another way, the chaplain journeys and
encourages the person or family to
access within themselves whatever has
given their lives hope, meaning, and
strength. Finally, and for some, this is
the hardest part, the chaplain must be
open and respectful to how each person
or family answers that question.
On occasion, the chaplain is called
upon to add insights from their own
professional and theological training.
That said, I am a Christian pastor;
therefore, the lens by which I seek to
view life is one of “grace and
truth” (John 1:17b).
How does the lens of grace and
truth influence and inform our
understanding of this pandemic?
First, it provides a solid perspective.
I remember very well the first day the
Center for Disease Control posted
cont’d pg. 6
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SUMMER SPECIAL MUSIC IN JUNE
Lyndsey Johnston, started the
month of special music on June 7
with “Come Let Us Dream.”
Paul Wilbur was next on
June 14 with “Morning Has
Broken.” Paul, a great job after
struggling with and recovering
from throat cancer.
On Father’s Day, Bryan
Babcock led us into Prayers of the
People singing “Search Me, O
Lord.”
To end the month of June,
Stacy Brannan-Smith, Henson,
and Mercy sang “I Wish I Could
Sing.” What a beautiful song.
They did a great job!!

(archive pics from 2018 church directory: Adam, Stacy,
Henson, Mercy; Paul; Bryan; Lyndsey)

A “SIGN” OF THE TIMES
Proverbs 31:9: Speak up, judge read: “Jesus Stands With The
righteously, and defend the cause of
Oppressed” and “Black Lives Are
the oppressed and needy.
Sacred.”
Jesus stands with the
oppressed
and so does Maynard.
Maynard Ave United
Methodist Church is a reconciling We stand with the LGBTQ
community, the homeless, those
congregation. Those driving
incarcerated and those released,
down Indianola Avenue will
know what we stand for, and we the hungry, those seeking
hope that they know Jesus is with sanctuary, protecting those in
us. It is where “We Celebrate and Africa with mosquito netting,
Share Christ’s Love and Acceptance of helping provide for an airplane
for medical aid, and the list goes
All”.
on. As we take care of the least
During these difficult times
of these as Jesus did, we are
and to reinforce our mission
showing the love of Christ; we are
statement we felt it necessary to
his face to all we meet.
change the Maynard sign out
At this point in time, we want
front. After consultation with
our black brothers and sisters to
several parishioners and not
know that they are sacred in the
wanting to make political
eyes of God, as well as Maynard:
statements, but rather spiritual
ones, we decided the sign should “Black Lives Are Sacred”
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As we are told in Proverbs, we
must speak up, while judging
righteously and defending the
cause of those oppressed and
those in need. We hope and pray
this is who we are.
Leo Soboslai, Leadership
Team, chair
Jared Reitz, Staff Parish, chair

RECONCILING MINISTRIES NETWORK: PRIDE AND JUSTICE
At its core, Reconciling
Ministries Network (RMN) is a
justice organization. LGBTQ
justice requires our dedication to
racial justice. And LGBTQ
freedom requires the abolition of
white supremacy.
The injustices in this moment
and the centuries before it reach
far beyond The United Methodist
Church. To work for LGBTQ
justice in The UMC and ignore
the national and global
consequences of white supremacy
is to miss the interrelated nature
of our oppressions. We pray that
this may be a turning point, that
we would not act as “respectable”
LGBTQ persons did when they
decried the riots at Stonewall.

Instead, we pray that
we would act as the
Holy Spirit does: in
solidarity with the
marginalized,
honoring their pain,
amplifying their
voices, breaking the crafted
systems of power.
RMN is and will be working
with our partners in The United
Methodist Church to be in
solidarity with those whose daily
safety is threatened by white
supremacy. We profess that
Black Lives Matter: to us, to
LGBTQ justice, and most
importantly, to God.
Even as we act, we know that
action and justice come too late.

As the Church, our responsibility
is to glorify God through the
establishment of God’s kin-dom
here on earth.
Reconciling family: this is our
charge. As we march in spirit
into Pride season, let us recommit
ourselves to the safety, joy, and
sanctity of Black lives.
RMN Reconciling Recap
June 2020

The virtual Pride Worship Service is still available for viewing. Michael
Lindner gave a testimony during the service and Bryan Babcock sang in the Pride
Chorus. You have got to hear both of those! It was a very uplifting service. It’ll
be a beautiful cap to Pride season — a holy time of beholding one another as
God’s beloved children.
Take time to view at: bit.ly/cbusprideworship2020
The service is dedicated to the memory of Marsha P. Johnson. Marsha was an
American gay liberation activist and self-identified drag queen. Known as an
outspoken advocate for gay rights, Johnson was one of the prominent figures in
the Stonewall uprising of 1969.
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VERICH (RICHIE) LUU GRADUATES FROM WHETSTONE!!
This was Richie’s big year as
he graduated from Whetstone
High School in June, the third in
a line of Luus, with one more
family member to go. Looks like
the school did something to make
this a special time for their seniors
when so many schools have not
been able to open doors for their
graduation day.
Well, one milestone
accomplished, Richie, and now

on to the next as you head to The
Ohio State University in the fall.
All at Maynard are very proud
of you. We watched you grow.
We saw and heard your musical
talent. We watched as you read
scripture from the pulpit. You
have been a great example for
your brother Victor!
Congratulations, Richie! Job
well done!

Ar-

NEW MAYNARDITE ARRIVED JUNE 2!!!
Congratulations to Bethany
and Josh Torres Mann and big
brother Olie on the birth of their
daughter/sister baby Estelle
Quinn.
She arrived on June 2 healthy
and happy! The entire family is
doing well including grandparents
Lisa and Brent Shepard. Smiles
all around!

The joy of a new baby in
the house will bring years of
smiles and happiness to
everyone.
If you are on Facebook,
check out Bethany’s pictures
of Estelle and her daddy!

NSI’S DONATIONS FOR MONTH OF JULY
Neighborhood Services, Inc.
(NSI), are serving more families
than ever. They have temporarily
lifted the zip code restrictions,
allowing people from every
Columbus zip code to shop once
per month. While this puts an
additional strain on their
resources, it is what HAS to be
done right now. Too many
people are struggling!
Gifts of nonperishable food
items are especially appreciated
right now.
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Check out their wish list for this
type of item at: https://
www.neighborhood
servicesinc.org/nsi-donationwish-list.
Also, as is always the case,
cash donations go the furthest.
There are certain items that
cannot be donated and must be
purchased for their customers.
They then have the buying power
to purchase $10 worth of food for
every $1 donated!
$1 equals 4 meals

$10 equals 40 meals!!
Your money will go a long
way.
NSI is always looking for
VOLUNTEERS to help Mondays
through Thursdays from 11 a.m.
to 3 p.m. in the food pantry. You
would help stock shelves or help
those who have come to “shop.”
Call NSI at 614-297-0592 if you
are interested.
Your support is greatly
appreciated.

THE WEIGHT OF HATE (OF THINGS)
Word lovers, delight! The
lexicon has tongue-twisting terms
that describe hatred for just about
anything.
According to Mental Floss, if
you’re a misodoctakleidist, for
example, you hate practicing the
piano. Misogelasts hate laughter,
while misopogonists hate beards
and misophonists hate certain
irritating sounds. There’s even a
word for someone who hates
hatred (in the form of war or
strife): a misopolemist.

as
Some of these words may
make us smile, yet hate is deadly
serious. No matter the target,
hatred weighs us down and
distracts us from Godly living.
That’s why Paul instructs
followers of Jesus to “put away
from you all bitterness and wrath and
anger and wrangling and slander,
together with all malice” (Ephesians God in Christ has forgiven
4:31, NRSV). Once that hateful you” (verse 32).
weight is gone, we’ll be freed up
NewsletterNewsletter
to “be kind to one another,
July 2020
tenderhearted, forgiving one another,

SPECIAL: VISITING PASTOR, REV. DAWN SWARTZ
While Pastor Nancy took a
few days off, the Rev. Dawn
Swartz from Wesley Glen filled
in. Thank you, Pastor Dawn, for
taking time from your busy
schedule to help Maynard one
Sunday morning!
Here is a little bit of
information about Pastor Dawn.

provides training to churches on
ministry with the aging. Prior to
that, she followed Rev. Nancy
Day-Achauer in pastoring
Ostrander and New Dover
UMCs, where her work also
included revitalization and
developing community ministries.
She previously pastored Rum
Creek UMC and interned with
Currently, Dawn serves as
the West Ohio Conference office
Chaplain at Wesley Glen
of Connectional Ministries with a
Retirement Community in
focus on ministry with
Columbus, where her work
immigrants. She is an ordained
focuses on the joyful challenges of elder, a member of Broad St.
creating multisensory worship
UMC, and holds an M.Div. with
experiences, journeying with
a specialization in Spirituality
people through transition and
from MTSO.
loss, and bringing together people
Dawn’s husband, John, works
from all walks of life and all levels at The Ohio State University, and
of ability and disability. She also they and their son, Alan, are

Rev. Dawn Swartz

blessed to live next door to Merv
Matteson (their daughter, Emily,
also lived next door to Merv and
Martha for many years). Dawn
enjoys relaxing in nature and her
garden and spending time with
her family.

One Breath Prayer:
Lord of all, thank you for the freedoms we enjoy. Empower us
to work for basic freedoms for all people worldwide. Amen.
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A CHAMPLAIN PERSPECTIVE (CONT’D FROM PG. 1)
casualty projections for the United
States. This was posted before any
political or media spin. On this day,
everything in the hospital changed.
In fact, everything in the nation
seemed to change on a dime.
The initial CDC projection was
200,000 to 1.7 million deaths in the
United States, with a medium of
480,000 deaths. (Worst-Case
Estimates for U.S. Coronavirus
Deaths: March 13, 2020, The New
York Times, Sheri Fink) Clearly,
without being said, the potential for
millions of deaths worldwide could
be assumed.
Rooted on this foundation of
truth, we are equipped to join others
in their grief and mourning human
loss unprecedented in my lifetime.
We are also positioned to recognize
and celebrate the incredible human
effort in joining together for each
other. Millions and millions of
individual choices and sacrifices
have made a tremendous difference;
100,000 deaths are not 200,000 or
480,000 or 1.7 million. Worldwide,
more than 350,000 have died, and
this is not millions. Human
decisions and sacrifices have made a
difference!
Encouraging others to mourn
properly and acknowledging
sacrifices made together for one
another (often, people who live in
distant areas of the world whom we
will never meet face to face) is rooted
in grace and truth.
Second, the virus has a way of
intruding into our lives slowly and
methodically. At one time, it was
occurring “over there.” Then it was
closer, and cities being impacted
were in the USA, then the state of
Ohio and, on March 27, my own
hospital. Since that time, we have
had between 25 and 35 COVID+
patients daily. Most have recovered.
A growing number have died.
Two of my assigned units (32
beds) are assigned for only COVID+
patients. Watching these teams of
professionals has been amazing.
Initially, I witnessed anxiety mixed
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with fear, met with a sense of
professionalism and resolve. As the
weeks have passed, the abnormal has
become normal as the same
individuals put on their gear and
enter COVID+ rooms in an almost
routine way. And this routine of
abnormality creates new challenges.
I remember the first time a health
care worker from another facility
was treated as a patient on the unit.
The virus and the reality of the daily
risks got closer. That happened the
first time I knew someone who was
quarantined for being COVID+ and
the first time a family lost a loved
one. Fortunately, as I write these
words, I have not personally lost
someone to the virus.
Each time the virus gets closer,
we are challenged to dig deep within
ourselves and bring forth whatever
gives our lives hope, meaning, and
strength.
Is it any wonder to read about a
health care professional who simply
could not cope with the stress, loss,
and continued challenges the virus
brings? If a person answers the
question of hope, meaning, and
strength in a way that is rooted in my
own professional skills, the quality of
the team with whom I work and my
own personal resolve, I might be in
trouble.
The reality is the number of
people who cannot be saved
medically is staggering, and living
within this harsh truth is extremely
difficult.
The reality is hundreds of
medical professionals around the
world have died, contracting the
disease as they served others. One
can only imagine the devastating
impact if this is one of my
teammates.
The reality is some people are on
vents for weeks and months. What
toll might this take on the medical
professional who might begin
questioning their own skills?
What can the chaplain offer?
Over the weeks, the overhead
morning prayer has changed to try to
meet the current moment.

Now, every Monday morning
the prayer heard throughout the
hospital reads:
“The Lord is my shepherd, I
shall not want. He makes me lie
down in green pastures; he leads me
beside still waters; he restores my
soul (Psalm 23:1-3a, NRSV).
“Oh, loving and creator God,
our heavenly Father. So much has
happened in the recent past, and
for the past few months, we have
faced challenges that would have
been unimaginable but a short time
ago. We give you thanks, O God,
for leading us through this crisis;
for giving us resiliency and hope.
And, today, we add to our prayers
a sense of comfort for all who have
lost a loved one; a sense of peace
and resolve for all of us as we try to
do our best during this pandemic
for our patients, each other, our
families. and people throughout
the world we may never meet. Oh,
Good Shepherd, it is becoming
clear that the challenges will
continue for some time. Give us
the wisdom to know our human
frailties and limitations so that we
will know when it is time to be still
and allow you to restore our souls.
Continue to lead us to a time of
laughter. For there is a time for
every season. (Ecclesiastes 3:1)”
What gives your life hope,
meaning, and strength? How might
you encourage and assist others in
accessing hope, meaning and
strength in themselves?
My hope, meaning and strength
are found in Jesus, the embodiment
of grace and truth. Through this, I
find great comfort in God, my
shepherd, who leads me beside still
waters and restores my soul (Psalm
23:1-3a); Jesus, who rose from the
grave and embodies resurrection
hope (1 Peter 1:3); and God, who is
faithful at all times and in all places
in this life and the life to come
(Psalm 23 and Romans 8:31-35 and
37-39).
Be blessed.
John Ruiz, M. Div., BCC

WOC NewsNet
June 16, 2020

ALL IN COMMUNITY: BEST PRACTICES FOR PREPARING TO GO BACK INSIDE
Pivot. Adjust. Adapt. Yeah,
yeah. But how, when you can’t
even go inside?
On Thursday, July 16, 12:001:30 p.m., join our panel of
practitioners who have led the
way in shifting their models for
ministry and programming so
they can continue serving those
inside our Ohio prisons.
Including ODRC administrators,
our panel will provide guidance
and tips for sustaining efforts
from the outside in, building
capacity for remote engagement,
and what you should be thinking
about before restarting your
prison ministry and
programming.

This is a follow-up discussion
to last month’s ODRC Live
Video Chat. Guest speakers
include Ms. Chris Money,
Executive Director of Kindway;
Mr. Mike Swiger, Executive
Director of True Freedom
Ministries; Ms. Sylvia Moseley,
To register go to: https://
Chaplain, Dayton Correctional;
Dr. Mike Davis, ODRC
wocumc.zoom.us/meeting/
Religious Services Administrator; registertJEqde2gpzsjHNyEYJO
and Mr. Gary Croft, ODRC Faith ud7SIjbOe16RJjl4Q
-based Initiatives Coordinator.
Newsnet, WOCUMC
The event is free but
June 23, 2020
registration is required. For more
information, contact Reba Collins
at allincommunity@wocumc.org
or call 513-262-0184.

JOIN MAYNARD’S TELECONFERENCE SERVICE SUNDAYS AT 10:30 A.M.
Maynard uses the app
“GoToMeeting” for Sunday’s
service.
New to GoToMeeting? Get the
app now and be ready when your
first meeting starts: https://
global.gotomeetingcom/
install/623899509. When you
log in, it will prompt you if
Michael is not ready.
Please join my meeting from your
computer, tablet, or
smartphone.
https://global.gotomeeting.
com/join/623899509
You can also dial in using your
phone.
United States (Toll Free):
1 877 309 2073
United States:
1 (571) 317-3129
Access Code: 623-899-509

Do you recognize everyone on a Sunday morning at home?
Ibby Fisher, Michael, Andy Alderman, Jozzy and “Little
Dude,” Dylan, Connie Hammond, Venus, Linda Clark, Pastor
Nancy, Dan and Elly, Paul, LeeAnn, Bryan, Nancy Strauch, Merv,
(blank couch—probably Leo and Jan), Jared, Lyndsey, Abby
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DISMANTLING RACISM: PRESSING ON TO FREEDOM
The "Dismantling Racism:
Pressing on to Freedom”
initiative is a multi-level effort
throughout the church to initiate
a sustained and coordinated effort
to dismantle racism and promote
collective action to work toward
racial justice. The churchwide
effort began with an
announcement from the Council
of Bishops on June 19 to coincide
with Juneteenth, the

commemoration of the end of
slavery in the U.S.
On July 1 at 12 p.m. CDT,
join United Methodists around
the world at UMC.org/
EndRacism and on Facebook for
a town hall discussion hosted by
the Council of Bishops, the
Commission on Religion and
Race, the Board of Church and
Society, and United Methodist
Women. Join us for this
exploration of the history of the

United States and the United
Methodist Church, racial (in)
justice and where God is calling
us to go next.

MORE ON HUNGER CROP WALK
Life has been different for all
of us since the beginning of the
pandemic. Hunger CROP Walk
is no different.
Your local Central Ohio
CROP Hunger Walk Planning
Team had to make a difficult
decision. They have determined
that out of an abundance of
caution for all participants (that
span in age range from infant to
90 years old) that the best option
is to host a VIRTUAL CROP
HUNGER WALK.
What does that exactly mean?
You will still be walking- either
on your own or safely with your
team (depending on size, using
social distancing, face masks,
etc.); and more importantly, we
will still be raising funds for our
most vulnerable neighbors. The
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Walk may be Virtual, but the
need could not be more real.
We are strongly encouraging
everyone to do as much online as
possible, but we do recognize that
this may come as a struggle to
some and we will still offer the
opportunity to raise funds with
cash/checks and make deposits.
This being said, we do know that
with modifications to most of
your worship communities,
promotions, and whatnot will
look different. (More discussions
and team meetings will be held
between now and October 11 so
I’ll update you on that as I learn
more. /ce)

As mentioned in last month’s
newsletter, I am looking for
someone to chair this year’s
Hunger CROP Walk here at
Maynard. There are a few forms
online to fill out and a meeting or
two to attend to receive
information. Some of it will be
done virtually and some from
your car. Let me know if you are
interested in chairing this
important worldwide hunger
initiative. Thanks for considering
this! /ce

GOD AMID PANDEMIC
Last spring, life changed as we
became familiar with terms such
as social distancing, flattening the
curve and self-quarantining. We
could hardly believe the closed
schools, businesses, and
especially churches — just as
Holy Week and Easter drew near!
The coronavirus ran rampant in
the world. Where was God?
But as the spread continued,
many civic leaders stepped up,
calmly informing us of the facts,
of actions being taken to mitigate
the crisis, and of how we could

help. Healthcare professionals
risked their lives and endured
separation from families; teachers
drew on astounding stores of
creativity to teach online; pastors
delivered sermons and lessons to
empty sanctuaries as members
listened and prayed while living
in lockdown. Surely God was
with you” (43:1-2, paraphrased).
present — through them!
And Jesus echoes, “I am with you
Then I remembered how God always” (Matthew 28:20).
assures us through Isaiah, “Fear
not! When you pass through the
Sandy Hyland
NewsletterNewsletter
waters, the fires, yes, even the
August 2020
pandemics of this world, I will be

THE DESERT SHALL BLOSSOM
Where there is need, God is
always bringing new life, often
working through the church but
sometimes using Christians and
others in the secular realm.
At England’s University of
Sheffield, scientists have learned
to grow gardens from discarded
mattresses in refugee camps. In
Jordan and other dry regions, the
foam “soil” soaked with a
nutrient solution lets vegetables,
fruits and herbs grow with far less
water than usual. Syrian refugees
who were already farmers “have
made the project their own,
growing things we never thought

… possible in the desert,” says
professor Tony Ryan.
But more than plants are
flourishing! The greenery amid a
barren landscape boosts mental
health. The work experience will
help people land jobs. Families
learn new skills and eat more
healthfully. And the gains go
both ways, as scientists learn to
apply research in the real world.
As God promises, “The
wilderness and the dry land shall be
glad; the desert … shall blossom
abundantly and rejoice with joy and
singing” (Isaiah 35:1-2, ESV).

BIBLE QUIZ
What seemingly small act did
Jesus specifically say would be
rewarded?
A. Giving a child a toy
B. Giving a lost traveler
directions
C. Giving someone a cup of cold
water
D. Giving a sad person a hug
NewsletterNewsletter
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So … as I glanced at this
pic on the NewsletterNewsletter
website, my first thought was
oh pastor, space
“S” (secretary?), pastor, —
secretary parks between the
two pastors. OOOPPS! Don’t
just scan words!
Well, still might be my
spot! ;-) /ce

7 p.m.—AA

7 p.m.—AA

10:30 a.m.—join
teleconference online

7 p.m.—AA

7 p.m.—AA
10:30 a.m.—join
teleconference online
4 p.m.—visit
encampments

10:30 a.m.—join
teleconference online

10:30 a.m.—join
teleconference online

12 p.m.—AA
7 p.m.—Choir
7 p.m.—Leadership
Team Meeting—
teleconference

12 p.m.—AA
7 p.m.—Choir

7 p.m.—SoHud
Block watch Meeting

12 p.m.—AA
7 p.m.—Choir

7 p.m. — Finance
Meeting

11 a.m.—Book Study
7 p.m..— STO — at
Kerry’s house

12 p.m.—AA
7 p.m.—Choir

Virtual Program: A Good Start—June 22 thru July 17

11 a.m.—Book Study
7 p.m..— STO — at
Kerry’s house

Virtual Program: A Good Start—June 22 thru July 17

11 a.m.—Book Study
7 p.m..— STO — at
Kerry’s house

Virtual Program: A Good Start—June 22 thru July 17

7 p.m.—Welcome Home 11 a.m.—Book Study
7 p.m.—Alcoholics
7 p.m..— STO — at
Anonymous (AA)
Kerry’s house

8 p.m.—NA

10 a.m.— Donna B’s
4 p.m.—Handbell
practice
6 p.m.—Youth Group

10 a.m.—Donna B’s
4 p.m.—Handbell
practice

10 a.m.—Donna B’s
4 p.m.—Handbell
practice
6 p.m.—Youth Group
8 p.m.—NA

8 p.m.—NA

10 a.m.— Donna B’s
10 a.m.—National
Federation of the Blind
4 p.m.—Handbell
practice

8 p.m.—Narcotic
Anonymous (NA)

