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CAUTIOUS YET FAITHFUL NEXT STEPS
Greetings in Christ Jesus:
Thanks again for all the ways
that you are responding and rallying
and to glorify God, proclaiming the
Gospel in new ways and sustaining
the ways you serve your neighbors.
You continue in my daily prayers.
I can truly claim the words of the
Apostle Paul in Philippians 1:3-4: "I
thank my God every time I mention you
in my prayers. I’m thankful for all of
you every time I pray, and it's always a
prayer full of joy.’
I know that for many this week
and next may prove a unique
challenge as we will not gather in
ways we had expected to especially
during Holy Week and Easter. On
the other hand, I thrill to the reports
of the creative and safe ways you are
embodying Easter. If Easter is about
the power of life, please know that
as you discipline yourselves to
physical distancing for a season, you
are participating in a life giving
behavior that is thoroughly

consonant with the spirit and power
of resurrection and Easter.
That said, after careful review of
the latest direction of our federal and
state government and conversation
with a number of persons across the
conference, I believe it is wise to
extend my strong encouragement to
not hold public worship throughout
the month of April. After Easter
Sunday, we’ll see where things stand
in our progress to “flatten of the
curve” and share with you our best
guidance. Thanks for receiving this
unwelcome word in the spirit that it
is intended.
As each day passes, there are
inquiries about Clergy Session and
Annual Conference. After
consultation with key leadership of
the Conference Board of Ordained
Ministry and the Office of Ministry,
I do not plan to convene a mid-May
face-to-face Clergy Session. Other
options are under consideration with
the pivotal decision being connected
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CANCELED EVENTS IN DISTRICT AND CONFERENCE
Retired Ministers and Spouses
Luncheon
April 14 CANCELED

Brown Bag Lunch and Learn:
Community Outreach Ideas and
Events
April 30 CANCELED
You Can Preach: Advanced Lay We hope to offer this at a later
date.
Servant Ministry Course
April 18 and 25 CANCELED
This course will be rescheduled at United Methodist Historical
a later date.
Society Annual Meeting and
Spring Convocation
May 2 CANCELED

2020 General Conference
POSTPONED
The Commission on the General
Conference is working diligently
to reschedule it. Hopefully a new
date will be announced soon so
that all of us can plan.

200TH BIRTHDAY OF FANNY CROSBY
On March 24, we celebrated
the 200th anniversary of Fanny
Crosby’s birth. Crosby, who
penned more hymns than Charles
Wesley, was a musical visionary,
despite losing her sight when she
was six weeks old. The
songwriter of “Blessed
Assurance” and “Close to Thee,”
Crosby wrote more than 8,000
hymns during her lifetime.
When her poems were put to
music, their words spread all of
the world. In a time when people
expected books of hymns to have
more than one person writing
them, Fanny started using over
200 pen names so her poems
would be accepted by the public
in a hymnal.
Although blind in a time
when the blind were not taught,
she was accepted at the New

York Institute for the Blind, when
upon graduation, she became a
teacher. But she continued to
write, sometimes writing six
poems a day. She worked with
some of the most prominent
composers of the day who
wanted her to write the words to
their music.
Her work was dedicated to
Jesus and all her royalties she
earned were given away to help
the less fortunate.
Take a few minutes to watch
the YouTube video dramatization
her life. There are several videos
on her life but I watched:
https://www.youtube.com/
hymns we sing still today! Hope
watch?v=Jfu_PQjQlI8.
you enjoy!
There are other writers’
biographies on YouTube. Give
Claudia Erlenbach
them a look also and learn about
Church secretary
some of the beautiful writers and

Check your email for notes from Pastor Nancy
instructing you where to go online to watch
Sunday’s intimate worship services.
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3RD SPECIAL SUNDAY OF 2020: NATIVE AMERICAN MINISTRIES SUNDAY
Together, we empower local
spiritual development and
educate Native American
seminary students to serve God
faithfully.
One tribe in North America
has told this story for centuries:
when people “pale as birch”
crossed the great water in large
canoes, they brought with them
“The Black Book.”
Today Native Americans —
with many unique languages,
many unique cultures — honor
their heritage, and live as Jesusfollowers, led by a rotation of
primarily Native American
pastors.
Through Native American
Ministries Sunday, you equip
seminary students who will honor
and celebrate Native American

culture in their ministries. And
you empower congregations that
are finding fresh new ways to
minister to their communities
with the love of Christ.
This special Sunday is
celebrated on April 26. Special
envelopes will be provided in the
bulletins for your convenience in
giving, if you are in worship.
Or you can go to this website
and donate:
http://www.umcgiving.org
/ministry-articles/nativeamerican-ministries-Sunday
Your generosity is great
appreciated!
http://www.umcgiving.org/
ministry-articles/native-americanministries-sunday

EXPLORING GENERAL CONFERENCE
Exploring General
Conference is an online course of
The United Methodist Church
provided by United Methodist
Communications. You are about
to embark on a journey to gain a
better understanding of how the
church works. You’ll learn about
it’s rich history, legislative
process, and exciting future.
You will experience General
Conference by reading short
articles, taking quizzes, digging
deeper with supplementary
materials, and interacting with
multimedia.
The self-directed online course
will give you the basic
information you need to
understand the importance and
function of General Conference.

Course Details:
 Cost: Free
Course Start/End Date:
 Now to May 22, 2020
 You will have full access to
this course starting from the
day you enrolled until the end
structure of the United
date of May 22, 2020.
Methodist Church globally
What will I learn?
 By the end of this course, you  Understand how changes to
the Book of Discipline and
will be able to:
other church policies are
 Understand what General
made by General Conference
Conference is and how it
To register, go to: https://
works
www.umctraining.org/product?
 Understand the historical
catalog=EG-Conference
roots of United Methodism
through the lens of General
NewsNET: March 3, 2020 Conference
Vol 13, Issue 56
 See how General Conference
relates to the organizational
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DEBT-FREE BY GRACE
Visiting with her passenger,
Uber driver Latonya Young
mentioned her determination to
finish college — and a $700 debt
that barred her from enrolling in
more classes. “Every time I got
ready to pay the money, my kids
needed something,” she said
later. “I said, ‘Okay, I’ll just
wait.’”
To Young’s great surprise, a
few days after that Uber
conversation, she learned that her
customer, Kevin Esch, had paid
her debt; she could reenroll! In
response, Young persevered to

finish her degree with strong
grades. “When he paid the
balance, I had to do this for him,”
she said of Esch, who attended
her graduation.
Young’s self-sacrifice for her
children and Esch’s self-sacrifice
for a stranger both pale, of course,
in comparison to Jesus’ sacrifice
of his very life to save us. Like
Young held back by debt, we
were captive to sin until “the Son
of Man came … to give his life as
a ransom” (Matthew 20:28,
ESV). Young did nothing to earn
Esch’s gift, and we can do

nothing to earn salvation. But as
she responded by using the gift to
its fullest, we embrace God’s gift
by living in thanksgiving and
praise, love and service.
The NewsletterNewsletter
May 2020

NSI’S DONATIONS FOR EASTER AND MONTH OF APRIL
Maynard has been asked by
Neighborhood Services, Inc.
(NSI), to provide any kind of
pasta for March. Along with the
pasta for everyday shopping by
their clients, they have asked that
we provide 100 cans of green
beans for Easter baskets. These
items will be greatly appreciated.
NSI is always looking for
VOLUNTEERS to help Mondays
through Thursdays from 11 a.m.
to 3 p.m. in the food pantry. You
would help stock shelves or help

those who have come to “shop.”
Call NSI at 614-297-0592 if you
are interested.
Have a talent you’d like to
share? Talk to Caitlyn Smith
Elkins about volunteering your
home-made treats or project as a
prize for our monthly food drive.

MID-OHIO FOOD BANK SEEKS VOLUNTEERS
Did you know that across the
country (and here in Columbus)
food pantries are seeing a
dramatic rise in the need for their
services, but they have fewer
volunteers than ever before?
Most volunteers are older, retired
folks who can’t help out right
now.
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Under Section 8 of the
Governor’s Executive Order,
people are allowed to volunteer to
support food and other essential
needs for our lower-income
neighbors. We have a need for
over 300 volunteers over the next
3 weeks to support the Mid-Ohio
Foodbank and other local food

pantries. Is your
team able to help?
People can sign
up at
pointapp.org/
events.
Capitol Area North
3/26/20

LETTER AND PRAYER FROM CHURCH WORLD SERVICES
Hi,
This is difficult. How do you
send an email about everything
that’s happened in the last
week…weeks…months? How do
you send an email when things
literally change every hour?
But I owe you this email.
And I hope it gives you some
comfort today.
Over the years, you have been
a caring and compassionate
member of the CWS family.
Your support of CWS has been
critical in preparing us for such a
time as this. I’ve seen it play out
over and over again in disasters
and health pandemics like when
we were responding to the floods
in Kenya or to SARS and bird flu
in Indonesia or more recently to
tornadoes in Nashville. So I want
to share with you some powerful
ways you’ve equipped CWS for
this type of crisis.
Through your support, you’re
providing:
The gift of listening:
together, we’re working with
experts and local communities
alike to make sure we can
respond to rising basic needs as
this crisis hits at jobs, schools and
our most at-risk communities.
The gift of responding: the
last few months, we’ve made
daily adjustments to our work
around the world to keep
communities strong and healthy
and we will continue to do this as

we learn more about the
pandemic in the United States.
Please stay tuned to your inbox as
we share more ways that your
support is helping. But for now,
please focus on your own health
and safety and take care of those
you hold dear.
The gift of faith: these are
dark times, but you’ve always
inspired hope through your
compassion. Today, let us hope
for better. Let us be faithful and
kind to one another. And, if you
are moved to, let us pray and/or
meditate. If you’re looking for
the words to say, one of the CWS
family of supporters, the
Reverend Deacon Tom
Hampson, wrote this :
“Loving God, throughout the
Scriptures you call us to “Fear not!,”
but these are troubling times for the
hardiest souls. Give us courage to face
the challenges of this new threat to
your human family. Give us
prudence, to do the necessary things to
protect ourselves and others. Give us
the clarity of vision to learn from this
disease the lesson we are too prone to
forget, that we are all connected,
regardless of race or nationality or
political persuasion. We pray for
those who are struggling with this
disease, that their health may be
restored. We pray for medical
personnel and first responders caring
for those in need, that they remain
healthy and unflagging in their lifesaving work. And we pray for all
those economically impacted, that

they may find the resources to
maintain themselves and their
families. We ask all this, trusting in
your abiding love, a love that even
death cannot defeat. Amen”
As COVID-19 upends our day
-to-day routines and literally
separates us, may we be reminded
that you and I can still lift each
other up and comfort each other,
whatever the distance. That’s
what people like us do!
Be well,
Maurice A. Bloem
CWS
p.s. If I can be of help to you
in any way, please let me know
email sent on 3/16/20
from Church World Service
28606 Phillips St., PO Box 968,
Elkhart, IN 46515,
United States

EASTER FLOWER PICK-UP
With the pandemic still on our doorstep and no worship service in the sanctuary until after April 30,
Easter flowers that your ordered will not be needed in the sanctuary.. The flowers will be delivered
Thursday afternoon (April 9) to the church. Claudia will have your name on your plant(s), and she will
be at the church Thursday afternoon for you to pickup. This is a little bit of an inconvenience, but your
flowers are to beautiful for you not to enjoy! Watch your email for times and/or any change.
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HOPE AND HEALING: A ONE-HOUR RMN RETREAT
Thursday, April 2
12 p.m.-1 p.m.

denominational uncertainty.
We will receive prayer,
share our hearts with one
Join Reconciling Ministries
another, and experience a time
Network staff for a one-hour
of guided journaling and
guided retreat.
meditation.
Participants will have a
Register on Facebook at
chance to explore what they have https://www.facebook.com/
felt through this time of global
events/1549510865197569/
crisis, national unrest, and

CAUTIOUS YET FAITHFUL NEXT STEPS (CONT’D)
to the when of the Annual
Conference.
A decision about the regularly
scheduled session of the West
Ohio Annual Conference in early
June is pending. There are a
number of moving parts and
considerations. But consultation
of the best direction is under way,
is robust and collaborative.
May 1 is the agreed-upon date to
notify Lakeside of our intentions
unless they should initiate
something sooner based <on>
their needs and on available data.
My hope is that we will be able to
announce a decision considerably
before May 1.
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As I have often conveyed to
you in word and I hope deed, we
already have everything we need
to take the next faithful step.
That does not mean we can see as
clearly as we want to the end of
the road. But not being able to
see the end of the road is not an
excuse to not take the next
faithful step that is before us. In
these crisis-ridden and panicladen days, the opportunity to
live as people of faith is as
poignant as I can recall
experiencing. So I turn to the
hymn tradition of the church and
leave you with this:

O for a faith that will not shrink
Tho’ pressed by many a foe,
That will not tremble on the brink
Of any earthly woe.
Yours in Christ Jesus,

+Gregory V. Palmer
West Ohio Conference
NewsNet, 3/31/20

COVENANT PRAYER AT 6 P.M.
Dear Ones,
May the peace of Christ be
with you in these anxious times.

Prayer. This prayer reminds us
that while we are not in control,
we are in God’s hands regardless
of our circumstances.

Two are better than one, because
A Covenant Prayer in the
they have a good reward for their
Wesleyan Tradition
toil. 10 For if they fall, one will lift up
(UMH #607)
the other; but woe to one who is alone
and falls and does not have another to I am no longer my own, but thine.
Put me to what thou wilt, rank me
help. . . A threefold cord is not
District Superintendent
with whom thou wilt.
quickly broken. Ecclesiastes 5:9-10,
Linda Middelberg
Put me to doing, put me to suffering.
12b
Let me be employed by thee or laid
Thou art mine, and I am thine. So be
aside for thee,
We are all better and stronger
it.
Exalted for thee or brought low for
together!!
And the covenant which I have made
thee.
To help us claim that
on earth,
Let me be full, let me be empty.
solidarity in a time when we
Let it be ratified in heaven. Amen.
Let me have all things, let me have
cannot be together physically, I
nothing.
am asking you all to join me, the
Rev. Linda Middelberg
Bishop, and the cabinet in prayer. I freely and heartily yield all things to
thy pleasure and disposal.
Once a day at 6 p.m. as we
And now, O Glorious and blessed
gather with loved ones for an
God,
evening meal, please join me in
praying the Wesleyan Covenant Father, Son, and Holy Spirit,
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EASTER AROUND THE WORLD
(just to mention a few countries from Christ’s ascension to heaven
the NewsletterNewsletter. Google and
using a cross-shaped kite.
find more!/ed)
Ethiopian Christians observe

Passion. According to legend, the
bells grow wings and fly to Rome
to be blessed, returning on Easter
a 56-day fast from meat and all
with chocolate and presents. In
Easter traditions are
animal products. On Easter, they one town’s main square, chefs
important, but they vary widely. dress in white to worship in
make a giant omelet with 4,500
While Americans dye hardboiled churches decorated with
eggs to feed 1,000 people!
eggs, Kenyans carve soapstone
NewsletterNewsletter
handmade fabric. Then they feast
eggs and present them as gifts in with non-Christians on roast
April 2020
banana-fiber boxes. In Bermuda, chicken, goat and rice.
locals fly homemade kites on
In France, church bells are
Good Friday — a tradition that
silent between Holy Thursday
began when a teacher illustrated and Easter to observe Jesus’
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7 p.m.—Welcome
Home
7 p.m.—Alcoholics
Anonymous (AA)

11 a.m.—Book Study
7 p.m..— STO

Native American
Special Sunday

7 p.m.—AA

11 a.m.—Book Study
7 p.m..— STO

11 a.m.—Book Study
7 p.m.— STO

11 a.m.—Book Study
7 p.m.— STO

12 p.m.—Donna B’s
7 p.m.—AA
4 p.m. —Visit encampments

Easter Sunday
2 p.m.—Handbell
7 p.m.—AA
Choir Concert

Palm “Poetry”
Sunday
2 p.m.—Handbell
Choir Concert

ALL SUNDAYS:
9 a.m.—Men’s Group
9:15—Sisters in
Spirit Sunday School
9:30 a.m.—Children’s
Sunday School
10:30 a.m.—Worship
12 p.m.—Martial Arts

12 p.m.—AA
7 p.m.—Choir

6 p.m.—Kids Camp
8 p.m.—NA

12 p.m.—AA
7 p.m.—Choir

Good Friday
7 p.m. — Good Friday
Service with Summit on
16th at Maynard
8 p.m.—NA

8 p.m.—Narcotic
Anonymous (NA)

8 p.m.—NA

7 p.m. — Finance
Meeting

Maundy Thursday
7 p.m. — SoHud Block
Watch Meeting
FLOWERS TO BE
DELIVERED

7 p.m.—Leadership
Team Meeting

12 p.m.—AA
7 p.m.—Choir

12 p.m.—AA
7 p.m.—Choir

April Fools Day
12 p.m.—AA
7 p.m. — Choir

10 a.m.— Donna B’s
4 p.m.—Handbell
practice
6 p.m.—Youth Group

10 a.m.—Donna B’s
4 p.m.—Handbell
practice

10 a.m.—Donna
B’s
?????- Easter Egg Hunt
4 p.m.—Handbell
practice
6 p.m.—Youth Group

10 a.m.— Donna B’s
10 a.m.—NFOB
4 p.m.—Handbell
practice

