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GENERAL CONFERENCE DECISION — WHAT’S NEXT?
As I write this article, my mind
and heart are still reeling from the
results of our Special General
Conference which Steve and I
attended this past week.
We are living in a very difficult
time in the life of the United
Methodist Church. We have
witnessed that the Church could
not fully live into the love, grace,
and inclusion that Jesus offers to all
people by approving the Traditional
Church Plan — a plan which is
designed to exclude and inflict
further harm to those of us in
LGBTQI+ community.
I’m sure many of you are
wondering where that leaves
Maynard UMC. First, as I said in
the church letter I emailed to you,
let me assure all of our LGBTQI+
folks, family, allies, and members,
You Matter To God and to Me.
You are a beloved Child of God of
sacred worth and God calls you
beloved!
Quite frankly, we don't know
yet the full impact of this decision
and we may not for several months.
But let me say this: I refuse to live
in a state of fear and allow this
decision to define who we are as
Maynard Avenue UMC. We will
continue to do what Maynard has
done for so long. We will continue
to be a diverse church. We will
continue to do ministry together.
We will continue to be the church

who “celebrates
and shares Christ’s
love and
acceptance of all.”
Down the road,
yes, our
denomination
will look a lot
different. But Maynard, along with
thousands of other churches
committed to full inclusion, will not
be moved!
As we look at our history in the
Methodist church, it took a civil
war to end slavery in the Southern
Methodist Church. It was 36 years
after women received the right to
vote in the U.S. before women were
offered ordination in the MethodistEpiscopal Church. It was 12 years
after the Brown vs. The Board of
Education that the United
Methodist Church began to desegregate. And in all of those
moments, our institutional racism
and sexism still was practiced as
normal.
Yet, in all those times, it was
the local churches who led the way.
The Local churches saw the gifts of
Women and asked them to lead.
The Local church worked to free
those who were slaves because all
people are of sacred worth. The
local church opened its doors to
people of color. Maynard, you are
the local Church creating space for
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IN MEMORIAL: MARTHA D. MATTESON (1942-2019)

Martha Matteson
(circa 2011)

Martha Louise Deever
Matteson was born in Dayton,
Ohio, on September 4, 1942, and
graduated from Westerville High
School in 1960. Martha attended
Otterbein College, graduating with
a degree in education in 1964.
In 1963, Martha married
theological student Mervyn
Matteson of Marion, Ohio, and
taught first grade in Dayton Public
Schools while he completed
seminary. Together they served
United Methodist churches across
Ohio; and in 1984, Martha
answered her own call into the
ministry, graduating from Dayton’s
United Theological Seminary in
1987 with her Master's degree of
Divinity.

Martha authored hundreds of
haiku, which she published in 2010,
Haiku From My Journey and
authored a parenting book called
Instructions Not Included.
Over her life Martha was a
vocal advocate for children, social
justice, women clergy, and the
LGBTQ community. Vehemently
refusing to be defined or
constrained by illness, she traveled
to Venezuela, Guatemala, and
Israel, as well as annual trips to
Wasaga Beach, Ontario.
Martha is survived by her
husband of over 55 years, Mervyn
Matteson; brothers, David (Sara)
and Thomas (Brenda) Deever; her
children, Mara (Jeff Scott), Miriam
(Hector Garcia), Michael (Monica

Martha’s Memorial Service: March 30, 2018, 10 a.m. at Church of the Master.
In 1998, Martha was diagnosed
with Parkinson's disease. In her
retirement, she was a steadfast and
vital member of Maynard Avenue
UMC. For a long period of time,
her disease did not stop her from
filling in for Sunday School
teachers, offering sermons,
speaking to the children during
Children’s Message, providing
fellowship snacks, and singing in
the choir for as long as she could.

Gourdine), and Matthew (Yvette
Sharp); grandchildren, Paris, AJ,
and Maya Matteson and Samuel
and Cecilia Garcia; four great
grandchildren; nieces, nephews,
cousins, and many friends.
A memorial service will be held
for Martha at the Church of the
Master UMC, 24 North Grove
Street, Westerville, OH, on
March 30, 2019, at 10 a.m.

… on March 9 before
you head to bed.
Daylight Savings
Time begins at
2 a.m. on March 10.
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YOU ARE INVITED TO ASH WEDNESDAY SERVICE

Ash Wednesday Service
March 6, 7 p.m.
Summit on 16th UMC
82 E. 16th Avenue, Columbus

March 6, 2019

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~
NO Choir practice on March 6.
If you would like to join the choir on Ash Wednesday,
be at Summit by 6:30 p.m. to rehearse.
Anthem: Jesus Is a Rock in a Weary Land,
the trad. spiritual.

When:
Sunday, June 2 — Thursday, June 6, 2019
Where:
Hoover Auditorium/Lakeside Chautauqua
Registration: OPEN! Make your reservations now!!
GENERAL CONFERENCE DECISION — WHAT’S NEXT? (CONT’D)
all, and as such it will be churches
like Maynard who will lead the way
for full inclusion of LGBTQI+
people.
We are clear that the Gospel is
good news to all. If the gospel is not
good news to all, then it is not good
news at all.
So we will continue to gather
each Sunday at the corner of
Maynard and Indianola to sing, to
worship, to share our offerings, to
receive Holy Communion, to love
one another. We will all gather to
make a different world.

Yes, we are disappointed, we are
hurt, and we are angry. But we are
the Church. You are of sacred
worth and beautiful to behold. You
are the body of Christ.
Finally, let me say how blessed
Steve and I are to serve in such a
loving and supportive community of
faith. We certainly have felt your
prayers over this past week. I think
I’m the luckiest pastor in the West
Ohio Conference!
Grace, peace, and love,
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NEW STAFF MEMBER AT NSI

Amanda Potter
Director of Development

Dear Maynard Avenue United
Methodist Church,
Thank you for all of your
generous support and help in 2018.
Last year NSI Food Pantry moved
up yet again and was according to
Mid-Ohio Foodbank, the 10th
largest food pantry in Franklin
County and 15th largest in MidOhio Foodbank’s 20 county
footprint! As we have consistently
continued to grow over the last six
years we have decided to add a
Director of Development to our
staff. Amanda Porter, Director of
Development, will be assuming all
of the duties of our former
administrative assistant in addition
to taking on our donor/volunteer
and social media management.
Ms. Porter joins the NSI team
as the Director of Development.
She has spent the past ten years
working in the nonprofit sector; five
of those were spent in food
pantries. She is an effective
problem solver, a dedicated

relationship builder, and a
persistent advocate for our
neighbors. Ms. Porter has
volunteered at NSI since September
2018. She currently volunteers
with Mt. Carmel Hospice and
United Way Tax Time. Ms. Porter
has previously served as the
President of the Young
Professional’s Board for Open
World Learning, an afterschool
program in Denver, CO, that
teaches third through fifth graders
computer programing and
leadership skills. Ms. Porter is a
first generation college student who
earned a BA from Capital
University and an MBA from
Franklin University.
Please join me in welcoming
Amanda to the NSI Food Pantry
family.
In Peace,
Martin Butler
NSI Executive Director

NSI 5K RUN/WALK

Gather:

Time:

The Ohio State
University’s Fred
Beekman Park
9 a.m., Sunday,
March 24, 2019

Neighborhood Services, Inc.
(NSI), is hosting The Hunger Run
5K for the first time ever in support
of NSI, a local food pantry and
resource center located right here in
Columbus, Ohio. Their goal is to
spread awareness about hunger and

food insecurity in central Ohio,
bring the community together, and
raise money for NSI. Participation
in The Hunger Run 5K helps chase
hunger out of Central Ohio!
Every dollar raised for NSI
provides FOUR meals, which
means that by participating in The
Hunger Run 5K you will help
provide 120 meals.
Registration ends March 23 at
11:59 p.m. so sign up as soon as you
can. Visit the website: https://
runsignup.com/thehungerrun.
You can sign up for the run/walk;
read more information about packet
pickup, parking, awards, etc.; and
can look at list of those participating
in the 5K and donate.

NSI—THANK YOU
that you do for the pantry. We
hope your 2019 is filled with lots of
love, food, and many blessings. If
you are interested in finding out
more about the pantry, volunteer
opportunities, annual report, or
more information, please call us at
614-297-0592 or visit our website at
www.neighborhoodservicesinc.
 1,139 new families were assisted and
org.
individuals from 49 different zip codes
Dear Maynard Ave,

Thank you for your generous
$80 donation in 2018. Your
donation enabled NSI to serve
33,155 people and distribute
612,902 meals this year <2018>.
In 2017, we distributed 585,400
meals. Additionally in 2018:








were served.
493 families were provided holiday
food baskets for Easter and 728
families for Thanksgiving.
733 kids received Christmas toys and
917 children received back-to-school
backpacks.
1,055 families visit our monthly fresh
produce markets.
415 families visited our clothing
room.
251 individual’s taxes were filed with
assistance of AARP Tax Aide.
289 seniors received Senior Food
Boxes.

We have had a very busy year
and are so grateful to have your
support at NSI. We and our
neighbors sincerely appreciate all

In peace,
Martin J. Butler
Executive Director
Amanda Porter
Director of Development
Lindsay Barber
Food Pantry Manager
Handwritten note from Martin: Thank
you for all of the canned
goods, faithful prayers,
volunteers, and singing at the
Choir Concert!

NSI EASTER BASKETS
Dear Friends at Maynard Ave.
UMC,
Easter may seem late this year,
but we’re already getting started
with our Easter Dinner Basket
preparations. We are so grateful to
you at Maynard Ave. UMC for
your faithful assistance in our goal
of ending hunger in our
community. We are hoping that
your congregation will once again
aid us by blessing our neighbors
with a special Easter treat of 125
chocolate bunnies.
We will be assembling our
Easter Dinner Baskets on April 18

and distributing on Friday,
April 19. We’d appreciate it if you
could please deliver your collection
of donated goods to NSI Food
Pantry no later than Friday, April 12.
If you’d like to bring the
donations in as you collect them,
we’ll gladly store them.
If you’d like Martin to come
speak to your congregation, please
let us know.
Thank you again for all that
Maynard does to serve those in
need.
The NSI Team
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“JOURNEY OF STONES” —
LENTEN SERMON SERIES
During our Lenten Season, we will be drawing on the rich
imagery of rocks and stones in scripture. Our messages will
center around the compelling metaphor of stones (and
sometimes our willingness to throw them) as representative
of our own sins.
We will then be gathering each Tuesday, beginning
March 12, either at 11 a.m. or 7 p.m. for a time of small group
discussion based upon that week’s scripture and sermon. There are no
books needed for these groups. Weekly sermons and sessions will
include:









Rejected Stones ........Psalm 118; Mark 12;1-2
Sticks and Stones .....John 8:12
Hearts of Stone ........Luke 11:37-52
Upon This Rock .......Matthew 16:13-20
Crying Stones ..........Luke 19:29-40
Stones to Bread ........Matthew 4:1-11
The Final Stone .......Matthew 27:60
He’s Alive ................John 20:1-18

KROGER COMMUNITY REWARDS PROGRAM
For the 37 households who
shopped Kroger between
November 1, 2018, through
January 31, 2019, a big thank you!!
Kroger Community Rewards
Program donated $199.89 to
Maynard.
All you have to do is register
your Kroger Plus Card, then scan
your card when you shop. It’s as

easy as that. Kroger then donates
back to Maynard a percentage of
your purchase.
Remember, using your card for
this fundraiser does not affect the
sale prices or gas rewards at
Kroger.
Thanks much helping keep
Maynard vital in this community.

MEMBERSHIP AT MAYNARD — INTERESTED??
We’d love to have you become
a part of Maynard Avenue UMC.
If you’ve been considering
becoming a member of this diverse
community of faith or would like
more information about Maynard,
please contact the church office at
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maynardch@sbcglobal.net or
Pastor Jeff at
pastorjeff.maynard@att.net or call
614-929-5038.
We look forward to hearing
from you!

HANDBELL CHOIR INVITATION
You are invited to a
Benefit Concert at Maynard Avenue UMC
Performance by Maynard Ave Handbell Choir

Sunday, March 17, 2 p.m.
Free admission. Donations accepted to support the
Handbell Choir of Maynard Ave UMC
and their trip to
Spring 2019 Area Festival: Dayton, Ohio, March 29-30.

NEWSLETTER DEADLINE CHANGES
In an effort for our Maynard
Messenger to be more timely and
effective, we are asking for all
articles to be in the church office NO
LATER THAN THE 20TH OF THE
MONTH. Please note the change of
deadline.

If you have an article or event
which needs to be in the newsletter,
please plan accordingly to have the
date on the church calendar and the
necessary information to Claudia.
Thank you for your cooperation.

NEW4U
Over the many years that New
Life UMC (now Short North
Church) was an active, vital church
in the community on West 5th
Avenue, many of you helped serve
their Sunday morning breakfasts,
packed lunches, washed many
dishes, provided cereal and plastic
bags, and served in their clothing
room.
With lack of membership, and
not wanting to see their ministries
leave the neighborhood, North
Broadway took on New Life as a
satellite church.
Your are invited to meet, greet,
and discover a free clothing room
dedicated to men’s wear suitable for
interviews and work. Only dealing

with this as a men’s clothing room—
rather than family, the room will be
less cluttered; serving the men will
be more efficient; and I’m sure,
donations can be handled more
easily.
Although the grand opening was
a one-day event (held on
February 20), give the church a call
to see when you go in to see what
New Life Community Outreach has
for everyone and maybe also get
some gently used clothing.
New Life Community Outreach
is located at Short North Church, 25
West 5th Avenue, Columbus. Their
phone number is 614-294-0134.
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READERS’ THEATER
Maynard’s Readers’ Theater — Finding God’s Hope in the Midst of Fear
and Uncertainty

As we approached General Conference and the uncertainties it might
bring, Readers Theater discussed some issues that might be
important to all Methodists as GC begins its voting.
Readers: Michael Lindner, Pastor Jeff, Steve Shamblin-Mullinix, Leo Soboslai,
Stacy Brannan-Smith, Lyndsey Johnston

Before we sent them off on their trip to General Conference in St. Louis,
Pastor Jeff and Steve Shamblin-Mullinix sang a duet
“Be Not Afraid” as part of the Children’s Message
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ALL IN COMMUNITY EVENTS
… OFFERS GREATER ACCESS you can participate via the online
TO TRAINING OPPORTUNITIES webinar at home.

The first half of this training
focuses
on why experiences with
This year, the All In Community
incarceration and victimization are
Leadership team decided to
pervasive in our churches and what
leverage video conferencing
a faith community’s appropriate
technology to make training
response should be. Participants
opportunities more accessible
also learn how to create a
across the Conference. On each
community with healing as its
day of training, participants can
primary focus.
choose one of three options.
The afternoon component offers
Option one is to attend the
three
focus areas for (1) pastors,
training “live on location” with the
(2) congregation members, and
content trainer. Meals and hard
(3) people with personal
copies of training materials are
incarceration experience.
provided with this option.
Participants leave with an action
The second option is to watch a
simulcast of the training with other plan for creating a community of
healing with people touching the
participants at a more convenient
criminal justice system. Online
location. Simulcast sites have All
participants will also have a
In Community facilitators who
facilitator to help build community
serve as hosts, guide group
discussions, and answer questions and guide discussion.
Pricing for in-person training is
about training content. Meals and
$25 for meals and materials; the
hard copy materials also are
webinar cost is $10 for digital
provided to participants.
materials. Once you register for an
Finally, participants may watch
in-person training, you will be
the training online at home and
engage in a web-based community contacted about which site we can
expect you. Registration available
discussion led by an online
through the West Ohio Conference
facilitator.
Registration is now open for the website.
first two training sessions
… JUVENILE JUSTICE
of Creating a Community of Healing.
ENGAGEMENT WEBINAR
Visit their website for more
information: https://
April 9
www.westohioumc.org/
Let’s invest in the next
conference/news/all-community- generation of citizens. This Webinar
offers-greater-access-trainingwill provide an overview of the
opportunities.
Department of Youth Services, the
current trends in the rehabilitation of
… CREATING A COMMUNITY youthful offenders, and opportunities
for ministry with this population
OF HEALING
involved in the criminal justice
March 9 and 30
system. Webinar presenters:
10 a.m. – 2 p.m.
Department of Youth Services
The same training will be
professionals.
offered on both dates and will be
Register with Reba Collins at
simulcast at Whitehall UMC, or
rebakco@gmail.com.
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WESLEY’S RULES FOR LIVING
Preparation and training are the
keys to a faithful and fruitful
ministry experience for teams of
church leaders and volunteers, no
matter what kind of work they may
be doing. Challenges in mission and
ministry will arise, but by adopting
John Wesley’s rules for living (do
no harm, do good, and stay in love
with God), your team can respond
to any difficulties with love.
Maybe these rules can be
applied your team or committee.
Learn more at:
http://www.umcom.org/
learn/three-simple-rules-to-trainchurch-leaders-and-volunteers

CRISPY ROCKY ROAD BARS
From the kitchen of Julie Strauch
Do you give up a favorite food for
Lent? Chocolate perhaps? Here is a
sweet, no-bake cookie bar to try
before Lent begins. Enjoy!

Remove from the heat and add the
rice crispy cereal, stirring until it’s
completely coated with the
chocolate-butterscotch mixture.

Then add the marshmallows and
stir until they’re evenly distributed.
2 cups semi-sweet chocolate chips They should not melt but remain
whole.
2 cups butterscotch chips
1 cup peanut butter
Pour the mixture into the prepared
6 cups rice crispy cereal
pan and even it out with a spatula.
4 cups mini-marshmallows
Refrigerate until firm, then slice into
~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~
squares.
Line a 9" x 13" pan with parchment
These bars will keep best in the
paper or waxed paper.
fridge. Although they but can be
kept at room temperature, they’ll be
Slowly melt together chocolate
a little soft.
chips and butterscotch chips.
Ingredients:

Once melted, add peanut butter and
stir until smooth.
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ORDER FORM
Order and Payment Deadline:
MARCH 24, 2019!
Type of Plant/Size

Color

Quantity

Price

Easter Lilies–5/6 blooms

White

$7.70

Tulips–6 blooms

Red

$7.00

Pink

$7.00

Yellow

$7.00

Pink

$7.00

White

$7.00

Blue

$7.00

Red

$9.00

White

$9.00

Pink

$9.00

Hyacinths–3 blooms

Azaleas–6.5" pot

Variegated

Daffodil dwarf–6.5" pot

Total
Price

$9.00

Yellow

$7.00
Total Price of Order

Payment must be received at time of placing the order.
Total Due: _______Paid: Cash 

Check 

Credit Card 

Dedication for Easter Bulletin (please print): (cont. on back if needed)
In Memory of: _________________________________________
____________________________________________________
In Honor of: ___________________________________________
____________________________________________________
Name of Person Ordering: _________________________________
Phone #/email _________________________________________
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CHILI COOK-OFF, MARCH 16 AT 6 P.M.
Just imagine it is a
cold and wintery
March evening, and as
you open the door to
your favorite place in
the whole world
(Maynard Avenue UMC), you
smell the most delectable smells
that could possibly be smelled and
you hear shouts of laughter and joy
happening somewhere down in the
building … You stop… “Could it
be? I think it might …” You rush
down the stairs to discover….
BRING THE HEAT CHILI
COOK-OFF AND GAME
NIGHT IS BACK!
That’s right people! We are reenergizing, revising and
reimagining Maynard Avenue’s
Famous Chili Cook-off! Saturday,
March 16 from 6 to 8 p.m. Come
and sample the most delicious chili
that Maynard has to offer. With

Each Category will offer a
fabulous prize to the winner.
Buy a bowl of your Favorite
Chili! Just $5 for a bowl, bread,
and drink! What a great deal — for
a delicious homemade, bonewarming dinner!
We also will be offering to-go
containers for sale. For just $3.00,
you can pack up some scrumptious
home-made chili for a quick lunch,
delicious dinner, or an interesting
breakfast (no judgment!).
This year, the event is being
hosted by our Youth Group. This
means that your favorite youngin’s
will be around setting up/working
the event/organizing the entries
and prizes, and helping clean up at
the end of the day (I know… I
know… They said they would!)
Who will win?? Will previous
years’ returning champions score
another victory? Hmmm… Maria

Chili Cook-off and Game Night: March 16, 6-8 p.m. chili; game night 8 until ….
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numerous different chili’s to offer,
it doesn’t matter if you are a meateater, vegetarian, vegan (or
veganish), we have the right chili
for you! Get a chance to sample
every chili there — and vote on
your favorite! To be able to sample
— just bring one of the following
items:
 1 Can of Food (pull tab
preferred) – Feel free to clean
out your pantry!
 1 pair of gloves
 1 hat
 1 box of hot chocolate
 2 cans of Vienna sausages
1 Item = 2 samples*

Bernal, Caitlyn Smith Elkins, Phil
Snyder, Ashleigh Rea, Jim
Stephenson – you up to the
challenge?? Or will an unknown
underdog pull themselves up from
chili obscurity to become the 2019
champion? Who knows, but show
up — eat well and help us decide
who will take the wining spot!
And don’t forget to stay for the
games. We will have tons of great
games, Wii and Euchre teams
going. So after you have eaten
your chili come and play with some
old friends and some new friends
and have a great night! Can’t wait
to see everyone there!

We will have 3 categories:
 Best Meaty;
 Best Veggie;
 Best Overall!

*Benefitting Love One Another
Ministry

7 p.m.— Welcome
Home Meeting
7 p.m. Alcoholics
Anonymous

UMCOR Sunday
9:15/9:30 a.m.—
Sunday School
10:30 a.m.—Worship
12 p.m.—Martial Arts

St. Patrick’s Day
9:15/9:30 a.m.—
7 p.m. Alcoholics
Sunday School
Anonymous
10:30 a.m.—Worship
12 p.m.—Donna B’s
12 p.m.—Martial Arts
2—Bell Choir Concert
4.—Visit encampments
7 p.m. Alcoholics
9:15/9:30 a.m.—
Anonymous
Sunday School
10:30 a.m.—Worship
12 p.m.—Martial Arts

9:15/9:30 a.m.—
7 p.m. Alcoholics
Sunday School
10:30 a.m.—Worship Anonymous
12 p.m.—Martial Arts

Daylight Savings
Time begins
9:15/9:30 a.m.—
Sunday School
10:30 a.m.—Worship
12 p.m.—Martial Arts

11 a.m.—Small
Group Lenten Study 12 p.m.—Alcoholics
7 p.m.—Sacred Time Anonymous
Out
7 p.m.—Choir
7 p.m..—Small Group
Lenten Study

11 a.m.—Small
Group Lenten Study
7 p.m.—Sacred Time
12 p.m.—Alcoholics
Out
Anonymous
7 p.m..—Small
Group Lenten Study 7 p.m.—Choir

8 p.m.—Narcotics
Anonymous

NO. — Finance
Meeting (See 21st)

7 p.m. — Finance
Meeting

Bells at Spring
Concert in Dayton
8 p.m.—Narcotics
Anonymous

8 p.m.—Narcotics
Anonymous

7 p.m. — SoHud
8 p.m.—Narcotics
Block Watch Meeting Anonymous

Ash Wednesday
12 p.m.—Alcoholics 7 p.m.—Leadership
Anonymous
Meeting
NO Choir
7 p.m.—Service at
Summit on 16th UMC

11 a.m.—Small
Group Lenten Study 12 p.m.—Alcoholics
7 p.m.—Sacred
Anonymous
Time Out
7 p.m.—Choir
7 p.m..—Small
Group Lenten Study

11 a.m.—Small
Group Lenten Study
7 p.m.—Sacred Time
Out
7 p.m..—Small Group
Lenten Study

8 p.m.—Narcotics
Anonymous

Bells at Spring
Concert in Dayton
Closed—Donna B’s
10 a.m.—Martha
Matteson’s Memorial
Service

10 a.m.—Donna B’s
12 p.m.—Bells
6 p.m.—Youth Group

10 a.m.—Donna B’s
12 p.m.—Bells
6 p.m.—Chili cook-off
and game night

10 a.m.—Donna B’s
12 p.m.—Bells
6 p.m.—Youth Group

10 a.m.—NFOB
10 a.m.—Donna B’s
12 p.m.—Bells

