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“LOVE IS EVERYTHING”
This year a Catholic friend of
mine posted this message as their
Christmas wish on Facebook:
Love is the explanation for
everything. A love that opens up to the
other person in his unique individuality
and speaks the decisive words: “I want
you to be there.” Unless we begin with
this acceptance of the other, however he
may appear, recognizing in him a true if
perhaps indistinct image of Christ, we
cannot say that we truly love. All
authentic love recapitulates to a certain
degree the original evaluation of God, as
we repeat with the creator, with respect to
every single human being, that his
existence is “very good” Genesis 1:31.

talking about
when I said “we
now begin the work
of Christmas.”
Every person
is different. We
have various
religions, genders,
beliefs, orientations, colors, creeds,
and ethnic groups. All belong to
God. So you see Pope John Paul
was right: “Love is the explanation for
everything.” When we come to
understand this message and live it,
then we can truly say that we are
Christians living as Christ would
have us to live.
From: Pastoral visit to Cottolengo, Italy,
I’m not big on New Year’s
April 13, 1980, Pope John Paul II
Resolutions, but rather setting goals.
So, I’ve been thinking that as we
Perhaps one of goals as we begin the
begin the New Year, it is prudent
New Year is by intentionally
that we remember that in the very
demonstrating God’s love to
beginning, God named God’s
everyone, even that mean old man
creation, “very good.” We are a part
on the corner and that old, crazy, cat
of that wonderful creation. The
woman down the street. Inside
simplicity of Pope John Paul’s
them, God can be found. Imagine,
message is its very beauty. Every
what if nations lived this message?
person has within him or her the
What if our world leaders lived as
image of God. We may be able to
if love were the explanation for
see the image of God stamped on
everything? What if we all loved
another person or we may have
God as God loves us?
trouble imagining that person has
So, as we begin a New Year and
ever met God, but our part is to
as we continue the work of
simply love them because God made
Christmas, my wish to you is simply
them and God called him or her
to have a blessed New Year filled
good. Ours is not to judge according
with God’s love and life.
to our eyes but to love according to
Many Blessings to You!
the love we have received from God.
If you heard my message the Sunday
after Christmas, this is what I was
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HONORING THE SEASON, HONORING OURSELVES
On a cozy
Monday evening
at Maynard
Avenue UMC,
eight women
gathered to
decorate
Christmas
cookies. If you
were sitting in
the next room,
you’d hear
laughter, steady
chatter, a
background of Christmas music
playing from the CD player, and
general catching up.
This group meets once a month,
and what makes this gathering
unique is that most of the women
have been incarcerated and
subsequently released after serving
their terms. This group called
“Welcome Home” is supported and
directed by Maynard Avenue
UMC. Imagine starting over after
the confines of incarceration.
“Welcome Home” gives these
women a social outlet, support,
problem solving assistance, and

fun. They are in various stages of
reentry to the community. Many
starting new jobs, connecting with
new friends and family, and
developing or renewing skills. One
woman has felt called to minister
through the art of mime and will be
sharing her art at Maynard. One
woman has learned to drive a truck
for her recently acquired job.
The group connects through
Facebook, stay informed, and share
upcoming plans and events. These
women are learning to ‘give back,’
as well. The cookies prepared by
these women were delivered to
another Maynard’s outreach group
called “Love One Another
Ministries.” This group supports
homeless encampments in the city
by offering food, warmth, supplies,
listening ears, and prayer.
The “Welcome Home” women
enjoyed some hot chocolate and
cookies too, while creating a winwin, for themselves and the
homeless. A good opportunity to
honor the season and themselves.

WHEN GOD WINKS … INVITATION
You are invited to the
Welcome Home circle meeting on
February 4 at 6 p.m. Besides
getting to meet these wonderful
woman who are putting their lives
back together, you get to join in a
small group book study on the book
When God Winks: How the Power of
Coincidence Guides Your Life.
Any questions, feel free to
contact Hope Roberts at
hlr0606@yahoo.com.
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by Joan Krause

CAN AND CAS DISTRICT LEADERSHIP TRAINING DAY
You are invited to the annual
Capital Area North and South
District Leadership Training Day
being held at Grove City UMC,
2650 Columbus Street, Grove City.
This year an opening session for
all in attendance—”Making
Disciples for the Transformation of
the World” will be held, plus you
choose one additional session you’d
like to attend.
Doors open at 8:30 a.m., and
the opening session starts at 9 a.m.
The individual workshops start at
10:45 a.m., and the day ends at
12:15 p.m.
There is no cost to attend the
workshops.



Staff/Pastor Parish Relations
Committee and Pension
Information



Men’s Discipleship Today



Planning for Emergencies in
Your Congregation



Being the Church During the
Opiate Epidemic



Making Healthy Disciples to
Transform the World
Detailed worship information
and registration can be found at this
website: https://
www.signupgenius.com/
go/10c094faaac22a6fc1-2019.

Registration hints:
Registering for workshops will
Workshop options include:
help them insure that they have
 Board of Trustees Basics
adequate space and materials
for everyone in attendance.
 Children and Youth Ministries
 You do not have to create an
 Church Lifecycles
account with Sign Up Genius or
 Community Ministries and
provide your email address in
Grants
order to register.

Individual names are not
 Finance and Apportionments
required.
 Servant Leadership: The
 Follow the information on the
Journey
website to sign up for the
 Multi and Social Media
workshop you’d like to attend.
 Jail Ministry 101


UM MEN TO HOLD FIRST VIDEO CONFERENCE
Men of Maynard, do you miss
the men’s prayer breakfast? Do you
feel disconnected from the church?
Here is your chance to be a part of
reaching out and being a disciple of
Christ.
The West Ohio Conference
United Methodist Men will hold
their first Brown Bag Zoom Video
Conference on Tuesday,
January 15, 12-12:45 p.m. The
topic will be focused on
overcoming the major obstacles of
discipling men today, with speaker

Brett Clemmer, President of “Man
in The Mirror.” The hope is that
pastors and lay leaders will join in
to kick off the UMM Third
Tuesday Brown Bag Lunch Video
Conference Calls to create a vision,
capture momentum, and sustain
change in our local ministry with
men.
To join, go to https://zoom.us/
j/3377874941 or call 1-646-5588656 and use meeting ID 337-7874941.
NewsNet 1/9/2019
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HANGING OF THE GREENS
Each year on the Sunday before
Advent, Maynardites join together
and decorate the sanctuary, the
parlor … well, anywhere they find
room to hang something festive.
This year, we had a few new
people help in the decorating, and
the sanctuary and parlor looked
beautiful. With a little help from
Pastor Jeff, Henson was able to
reach parts of the tree and be
counted as a “helper.” Steve
Shamblin brings his talents in art to
make the sanctuary and altar
inspirational for everyone. Michael
Shuba is another of the new

decorators bringing his handy touch
(and height) to help put on the tree
decorations and lights.
Ayden Baugus, Vanessa Luu,
and Vivian Luu are on steps, their
only way to reach the tree. And
then there is Lyndsey Johnston and
Venus Luu excited that the tree and
balcony are done.
Thanks to all of you who stayed
after worship to get the work done.
Lots of hands made work light and
it all went quickly. The church
looked really spectacular for
holiday visitors!

MAYNARD’S FIRST WORLD AIDS DAY SERVICE
In a way to honor those
suffering with HIV-AIDS, those
who have lost someone to AIDS,
or a caregiver who is giving their
all, Pastor Jeff wanted this to be a
special service on their behalf.
The altar was decorated with
the red ribbon, the international
symbol of AIDS awareness; a
symbol of respect for people living
with HIV or AIDS. The Red
Ribbon is red like love, as a symbol
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of caring and compassion, but also
it is red like blood, representing the
pain caused by the many who have
died of AIDS. It is red like anger
about the helplessness with which
we are facing a disease for which
there is still no cure. It is red as a
sign of warning, not to carelessly
ignore one of the biggest problems
of our time.
Pastor Jeff invited ministers
from around the city to be a part of
this service of remembrance,
courage, and hope. Pastors were
here from Summit on 16th UMC,
Maple Grove UMC, St. Luke’s
UMC, New Horizons UMC,
Harrisburg UMC, and Broad Street
UMC. Trey Pearson performed
several of his songs from his CD.
World AIDS Day is
December 1 each year. Join
Maynard again the Friday before to
honor and remember those affected
by HIV-AIDS.

OHIO OVERDOSE FAMILY SUPPORT TOOLKIT
When a parent is afflicted with
an opioid addiction, the entire
family is affected. Parental
addiction is considered to be an
adverse childhood experience
(ACE) for the child. An ACE is a
traumatic event experienced by a
child by the age of 18. ACEs
include events directly experienced
by the child such as physical abuse,
sexual abuse, and neglect but also
situations that impact parenting
capabilities such as parental mental
illness, substance use, divorce,
incarceration, and domestic
violence. The more ACEs a child
experiences, the more likely the
child is to have negative outcomes
in adulthood. ACEs have been
found to negatively impact physical
and mental health and to increase
substance use and risk behaviors,
and premature death. The Center
for Disease Control provides more
detailed information about ACEs.
When children experience
trauma, they often do not have the
knowledge and ability to accurately
relate their feelings and may act out
in ways that cause them to be
misunderstood. These children
need patience, consistency,
understanding, and the space to be
allowed to express their pain,
anger, and fear. When a child has

witnessed or lost a loved one to
overdose, especially a parent, to
overdose we need to understand
that there may be some
externalized behaviors and
internalized behaviors that are
undesired but represent the child’s
attempts to make sense of what has
happened.

Understanding the
Traumatized Child
On the website https://
u.osu.edu/toolkit/sample-page/
support/children/, you can choose
the age of the child experiencing
trauma to see examples of behavior
and what thoughts and feelings
could be motivating the child to act
out in negative ways.

Know When to Get Help
If the child has behaviors that
interfere with everyday activities,
are increasingly angry or
withdrawn, or even just seem “off,”
do not hesitate to have the child
assessed by a pediatrician and/or
mental health professional. It is
better to be cautious and seek
professional help to get the
resources and support to help the
child.
submitted by Hope Roberts

A NUMBER PUZZLE

Answer:
It has all the digits from 0
to 9 in alphabetical order!

My mother’s cousin in Florida
I did not know the answer.
retired a couple months ago at 95
Let’s see how you well you do!
or so and has been finding time to
(Lois said it was in the Parade
“play” on her computer and has
magazine in Sunday’s paper.)
joined Facebook to communicate
without having to handwrite
What’s unique about this
everything. She challenged all of us number:
with this simple number puzzle.
8,549,176,320.

5

PAUL, PRISON AND THE JUSTICE OF GOD

Dr. Ryan Schellenberg

Monday, January 21, 2019,
6:15 p.m. Catered meal, 7–
8:30 p.m. and Saturday,
January 26, 2019, 10 a.m.– 2 p.m.
(includes lunch). Paul, Prison and
the Justice of God, presented by Dr.
Ryan Schellenberg.
The United States incarcerates
more people than any other country
in the world, with devastating
consequences not only for those
who are imprisoned, but also for
their families and communities,
especially communities of color.
Although for fewer people were
locked up, the experience of
imprisonment was formative for
ancient Christians too, shaping
how early believers thought about
suffering, justice, and care for the

vulnerable. Join us as we explore
how early Christian responses to
imprisonment, including Paul’s
letters from prison, might inform a
faithful response to the modern
crisis of mass incarceration.
Child care provided both days
for children through 5th grade.
RSVP required by January 15
indicating the number from your
household attending each meal and
the number of children needing
childcare (provide the names and
ages of the children) to
akdiller@yahoo.com.
Location: Columbus
Mennonite Church, 35 Oakland
Ave., Columbus.
submitted by Connie Hammond

PRAYER FOR PALESTINE AND ISRAEL
“This is the week of prayer as
part of the World Council of
Churches prayer cycle for Palestine
and Israel. Palestinian Christians
have made a call for churches
around the world to listen to their
cry for justice. They implore you to
not ignore the injustice they suffer
and ask: Can you help us regain
our freedom, so that peace, justice,

and love can prosper in the Holy
Land? Please stand in solidarity
with them and make their voice
heard.”
To learn more about the World
Council of Churches prayer cycle
visit: https://www.oikoumene.org/
en/resources/prayer-cycle.
submitted by Connie Hammond

HUMAN RELATIONS DAY SUNDAY—1/20/19
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“Together, we extend a helping
hand to those in crisis so they can
overcome formidable obstacles.”
Jesus called them “the least of
these,” those living in the margins
of society, struggling to survive.
Jesus served people like this over
and over again during his ministry
Human Relations Day was
established as a special Sunday so
we can continue helping all God’s
children realize their potential.

The UMC giving website asks
these three questions: Will you
support the ministry of Christ
among those on the margins? Will
you continue to support Human
Relations Day? Will you continue
nurturing at-risk youth,
strengthening communities’ selfimprovement efforts and
advocating for the oppressed.
Your contribution, along with
others, will help change the world!

UNITED METHODIST CIRCUIT RIDER QUIZ

3.

True or false: John Wesley
believed that
Answers:
preachers who
moved from place to place were
more effective.
a. True
b. False

On a typical ride once around
the circuit, the rider traveled…
a. 10-20 miles
b. 50-100 miles
c. 100-200 miles
d. 200-500 miles
What were the most treasured
items in a circuit rider’s saddle
bag?
a. Food for the journey
b. Water to brush teeth
c. Books to read and sell
d. An iPad for daily news

8.

The circuit rider Peter
Cartwright was known as…
a. A charismatic preacher who
inspired hundreds at camp
meetings
b. A baptizer of more than
8,000 people and 10,000
new members
c. An Illinois legislator
who was once elected over
Abraham Lincoln
d. All of the above

9.

Pastors in Zimbabwe in the
1970s didn’t have horses, so
they rode circuits on…
a. Wagons pulled by burros
b. Zebra
c. Elephants
d. Bicycles

What does it mean to be an
itinerant preacher?
 You are a preacher-intraining
b. You are a substitute
preacher
c. You are temporary preacher
10. The preacher who rode 265,000
interviewing for a job
miles on horseback and helped
d. You are willing to accept
grow Methodism in America
whatever assignment your
was:
bishop gives you
a. Francis Asbury
What is the definition of a
b. Charles Wesley
preaching circuit?
c. Thomas Coke
a. A meandering trip through
d. Thomas Jefferson
the wild frontier without

Answers:

1.-c; 2.-c; 3-a; 4.-c;

The first female Methodist
circuit rider was:
a. Rose Dawson
b. Betsy Ross
c. Helenor Alter Davisson
d. Annie Oakley

5.

d.

Who were the original
6.
Methodist circuit riders?
a. Men who promised never to
marry so they could travel a
lot
b. Electricians who drove
trucks and fixed computer
circuit boards
7.
c. Itinerant preachers who
traveled a specific route
preaching the gospel
d. Horseback riders who
performed in a traveling
circus

2.

4.

c.

regular stops
A specific geographic route
to new or established
congregations
A 5-mile circular path
between 2-3 churches
An electrical path through
which electrons flow

5.-b; 6.-d; 7.-c; 8.-d;

1.

b.

9.-d; 10.-a

I love to keep you learning and taking
quizzes, so here is another one. A few
months ago I included an article about the
circuit riders in the newsletter … little did I
know then that there was a quiz on circuit
riders, a big part of United Methodist
history in the U.S. Ed.
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ADVENT AND CHRISTMAS AT MAYNARD
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ADVENT AND CHRISTMAS AT MAYNARD (CONT’D)

MLK, JR. EVENT AT ST. LUKE’S UMC
Martin Luther King, Jr.
Event at St. Luke’s UMC
— January 20
We Are the World! The
second annual Festival of
Spirituals and Songs in
Honor of Rev. Dr. Martin Luther
King, Jr.
This event will take place on
January 20, 2019, at 3 p.m., at St.
Luke’s United Methodist Church,
1150 W. 5th Avenue, Columbus,

OH 43212. Featuring Dr. Carren
Moham, Director/Organizer and
Rose Zuber, piano.
Join us as professional and
amateur artists come together to
present a program of reflections and
music from several genres to honor
the legacy of Dr. King.
This program is a presentation
of the Music at St. Luke’s concert
series and is free and open to the
public.

"Even if I knew that tomorrow the world would go to pieces, I would still plant
my apple tree." -- Martin Luther King Jr.

Sacred Time Out—Tuesdays, 7 p.m.
Midweek informal worship service
TUESDAYS

All are welcome!

Open Saturdays
10 a.m. to 4 p.m.
and
3rd Sunday each month

Remember Maynard’s Breakthrough Prayer at
8:35 a.m. and p.m.:

“O God, in this moment, renew my spirit.
Transform my fear into trust,
so that I may hear your call.”
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ALL IN COMMUNITY INSPIRES OTHERS
All In Community inspires
similar initiative in BaltimoreWashington Conference.
On Saturday, December 8, 55
brothers and sisters in the Baltimore
-Washington Conference gathered
to launch an initiative similar to
West Ohio’s All In Community.
The diverse and passionate
gathering was a result of seven
months of intense planning by
Deaconess Pat Marks and Kairos
volunteer Milt Tipperman.
Early in her call to launch a
connectional criminal justice
ministry in the BaltimoreWashington Conference, Pat
sought to learn what other UM
conferences were doing: “When I
first started investigating what was
going on in The United Methodist
Church around criminal justice
ministry, West Ohio seemed to be
well ahead of everyone else with
the All In Community initiative.”
In May when Pat came to
Columbus for the United Methodist
Women's Assembly, she met with
All In Community Consultant
Reba Collins. “Pat wanted to pick
my brain about how to begin
building a similar connectional
framework within the BaltimoreWashington Conference,” Reba
recalls. Another opportunity to
connect with All In Community
came in October. Pat spent some
time with West Ohio’s 11-member
team while attending the National
Prison Summit in Nashville.
As the launch date neared, Pat,
Milt, Reba, and Emily Jones
(UMW Executive Director for
Racial Justice) collaborated via
video conferencing and email to
craft the launch and action steps
following the event. Finally,
through much prayer and a grant
provided by the UMW through the

Office of Deaconesses and
Home Missioners, Reba and
Emily were able to be on-site
to facilitate and assist in the
ministry’s launch.
Working in small groups with
facilitators, the BaltimoreWashington group identified four
big rocks to organize efforts
around:
1. Improve community awareness
about the incarceration crisis
and approaches to
incarceration.
2. Develop specific services for
women who are incarcerated in
local jails.
3. Engage communities of faith in
providing transitional support
and help with returning citizens.
4. Develop collaborative efforts
with students, families, and
schools to address the school-toprison pipeline.
Then, a volunteer steering team,
comprised of 11 volunteers, were
prayed over and commissioned to
steward the group’s work going
forward.
“It is exciting to see our efforts
here in West Ohio inspire and, in
some ways, equip other UM
leaders. All In Community looks
forward to continuing to support
remotely the efforts generating in
the Baltimore-Washington
Conference. In 2019, we are going
to be increasing our online
resources and training options to
make it easier for our BaltimoreWashington brothers and sisters to
participate,” says Reba. “For me,
this is evidence of the way God
works in this world — connecting
us through mission and ministry to
be with the least and lost.”

“It is exciting
to see our
efforts here
in West Ohio
inspire and,
in some
ways, equip
other UM
leaders.

NewsNet 12/19/18
newsnet@wocumc.org
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Martin Luther
King, Jr. Day
6 p.m.—Martial Arts
7 p.m. Alcoholics
Anonymous

Human Relations
Sunday
9:15/9:30 a.m.—
Sunday School
10:30 a.m.—Worship
12 p.m.—Donna B’s
open

6 p.m.—Martial Arts
9:15/9:30 a.m.—
7 p.m. Alcoholics
Sunday School
10:30 a.m.—Worship Anonymous

6 p.m.—Martial Arts
7 p.m. Alcoholics
Anonymous

9:15/9:30 a.m.—
Sunday School
10:30 a.m.—Worship

EPIPHANY
9:15/9:30 a.m.—
6 p.m.—Martial Arts
Sunday School
NO Welcome Home
10:30 a.m.—Worship Meeting
7 p.m. Alcoholics
Anonymous

7 p.m.—Sacred Time
Out

7 p.m.—Sacred Time
Out

11 a.m.—Small
Group Book Study
7 p.m.—Sacred
Time Out

11 a.m.—Small
Group Book Study
7 p.m.—Sacred
Time Out

12 p.m.—Alcoholics
Anonymous
7:15 p.m.—Choir

12 p.m.—Alcoholics
Anonymous
7:15 p.m.—Choir

12 p.m.—Alcoholics
Anonymous
7:15 p.m.—Choir

12 p.m.—Alcoholics
Anonymous
7;15 p.m.—Choir

12 p.m.—Alcoholics
NO Small Group
Anonymous
NO Sacred Time Out NO Choir

NEW YEAR’S DAY

NO SoHud Block
Watch

7 p.m.—Leadership

8 p.m.—Narcotics
Anonymous

8 p.m.—Narcotics
Anonymous

8 p.m.—Narcotics
Anonymous

8 p.m.—Narcotics
Anonymous

10 a.m.—Donna B’s
12 p.m.—Bells
Henson’s birthday
party
6 p.m.—Youth Group

10 a.m.—Donna B’s
12 p.m.—Bells

10 a.m.—Donna B’s
12 p.m.—Bells
6 p.m.—Youth Group

10 a.m.—NFOB
10 a.m.—Donna B’s
12 p.m.—Bells

