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SPECIAL GENERAL CONFERENCE
Dear Saints of Maynard,
In most years, February is a
fairly quiet month. We celebrate
Valentine’s Day, watch some
Sportsball Event called the Super
Bowl, some of us may even observe
Groundhog Day. We do get a day
off for President’s Day. For most
people, this February will be pretty
much like every other February.
However, for us Methodists, it
brings a time of uncertainty and
probable change within our
denomination.
As many of you are aware, a
Special General Conference is
being held February 23-26 in St.
Louis, MO. The purpose of this
special conference will be to act on
a report from the Council of
Bishops based on the
recommendations of the
Commission on a Way Forward.
The 32-member Commission was
appointed to examine paragraphs in
The Book of Discipline concerning
human sexuality and exploring
options to strengthen the unity of
the church, perhaps finally settling
the question which Methodists
have been debating for forty-seven
years, at least for a large portion of
the church. Delegates will gather
from around the world to try to
determine what we will do with
reference to the inclusion of
LGBTQ brothers and sisters. (For
more information on the Special

General
Conference and
a summary of
the 3 Plans, see
page 8.)
Many have
asked me what I
think will
happen. I’ll be honest — I don’t
know — and neither does anyone
else. Many have written about
what will happen if this plan passes,
or what one does. There has been a
lot of information, and a lot of
misinformation and fear. Some
have noted that we may not pass a
plan at all and find ourselves still in
the middle of the argument at our
regular General Conference in
2020. One of the plans will most
likely negatively affect the pension
of some clergy, but beyond that, no
one really knows.
But my prediction is that on
February 27, the day after the
Special General Conference ends
and whichever plan passes, we still
won’t really know. Those churches
and Annual Conferences that are
pleased with the outcome no less
than those who are displeased will
be at the beginning of a process that
will decide the future. While the
“One Church Plan,” if passed,
would have the lead disruptive
effect of the largest number of
churches, we will still have to wait
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MAYNARD “CLOSED” JANUARY 20, 2019
January 20, 2019: A date to go
down in Maynard history.
I have been associated with
Maynard for over 20 years,
secretary for 13; and although not
here every week, I do not
remember a worship service being
canceled until this year.
So knowing the weather is so
unpredictable, keep an eye on your
email and Facebook page.
I sent out an email on Friday
(18th) that if a Level 3 Emergency is
declared, service will be canceled.
A Level 3 was not declared, but
Pastor Jeff realized that the
temperature was too cold, snow too
deep, and safety of everyone had to
be priority one. January 20: no
worship!!

How did they get this
information out previously? Lots of
phone calls? Knocking on doors?
Ah, computers! All we had to do
was look at our email in-basket to
see Pastor Jeff’s cancelation notice.
So for future reference:
Level 3 emergency: no worship
service.
Anything less than Level 3,
check your email to see if Pastor
Jeff or the church office has sent an
email regarding Sunday service.
Keep safe and warm!
Claudia Erlenbach
Church Secretary and Editor

2019 ANNUAL CONFERENCE

When: Sunday, June 2 - Thursday, June 6, 2019
Where: Hoover Auditorium at Lakeside Chautauqua
Registration begins March 1, 2019, at 10 a.m.
Make your reservations now!!
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ALL IN COMMUNITY WORKSHOPS: VICTIMS & FAMILIES
For 2019, several new All In
Community efforts will encompass
often overlooked criminal justiceinvolved populations: victims and
families.
“Our 2018 All In Community
survey revealed that we have many
more victims and families just
within our own congregations than
we first thought. Of the 487
congregations that responded,
almost 90% indicated they had
families with justice-involved loved
ones and 40% were aware of
victims within their faith
community,” says Reba Collins,
All In Community consultant.
“This year, we want to grow West
Ohio’s willingness, capability, and
capacity to be safe sanctuaries of
hope and healing for the ones left
behind in our communities who are
dealing with the aftermath of a
crime.”
For the first quarter of 2019, All
In Community has planned the

following District Workshops
focused on victim care, families,
and community engagement:
February 2: Jail Ministry 101:
Transformation through
Transition, Capitol Area
Districts Leadership Training
Day
February 10: Going All In in Your
Community, Foothills District
Leadership Training Day
Workshop
February 12: Faith-based
Advocacy Best Practices
Webinar, Noon-1 p.m.
February 23: Going All In in Your
Community, Northwest
Plains District Leadership
Day Workshop
newsNet 1/23/19
West Ohio Conference

“This year, we want to grow West Ohio’s willingness, capability, and capacity
to be safe sanctuaries of hope and healing …”

WHEN GOD WINKS … INVITATION
You are invited to meet with the
Any questions, feel free to
Welcome Home circle on
contact Hope Roberts at
February 25 at 7 p.m. Besides
hlr0606@yahoo.com.
meeting these wonderful women
who are putting their lives back
together, you get to join in a small
group book study on When God
Winks: How the Power of Coincidence
Guides Your Life.
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UNITED METHODIST SUSANNA WESLEY QUIZ
A few years ago Cean Wilson, a
 How to read, especially
Conference friend of Maynard (and the
passages from Scripture
fair), came in character as Susanna Wesley
 Traditional classical studies
and told Susanna’s story. She was born
in England
350 years ago and raised two founders of

All of the above
the movement: John and Charles Wesley.
7. Growing up, the Wesley
Test your knowledge about the faith and
children had the freedom to
parenting skills of Susanna Wesley. How
 Eat a snack whenever they
much do you remember of Cean’s rendition
of Susanna Wesley? Ed.
wanted.
Susanna Wesley
(1669-1742)
Called “Mother of
Methodism”
Mother of John
and Charles Wesley

Answers:

1. 19,
2. True;
3. Prayer;
4. All;
5. All;
6. All;
7. None;
8. Methodist Rule
of Life;
9. hour a week;
10. Lay people
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 Choose what they ate for
1. We know sons John and
dinner.
Charles. How many children
 Refuse unpleasant tasting
did Susanna Wesley birth?
medicine.
 2
 None of the above.
 6
8. Susanna is known for her strict
 10
and punctual parenting, which
helped John later form…
 19
2. Susanna was a strict organizer
 A carefree, debonair
who assigned specific times for
attitude.
her children’s education, naps,
 The Methodist Rule of Life.
meals, and bedtime.
 A polished sense of humor.
 True
 The concept of class
 False
meetings.
3. When her preacher husband
9. She knew her children needed
was away, Susanna gathered
regular parental attention, so
family and friends around her
she…
kitchen table for…
 Took each child to a movie
 Cake and coffee
every month.
 Afternoon prayer service
 Scheduled an hour a week
 Choir practice
to talk to each child.
 Card games
 Withheld her attention if
4. Susanna sometimes referred to
they got bad grades.
John to be …
 Played “Hide and Seek”
 A “brand plucked from the
with the children every
burning,”
month.
 Saved from the fire by God 10. Susanna suggested this
unconventional idea to her son
for a reason.
John:
 Her son Jacky
 Young acolytes should hold
 All of the above
candles.
5. According to Susanna’s
 Only whole wheat bread
household schedule, this/these
should be used for
happened most evenings:
communion.
 Dinner at 6 p.m.
 Lay people could serve as
 Get ready for bed at 7 p.m.
local preachers.
 Be in bed by 8 p.m.
 Sunday services should
 All of the above
always begin at 11 a.m.
6. Susanna was the prime educator
sharp.
for her children, teaching them:
 The entire alphabet the day
after their fifth birthday

SPECIAL GENERAL CONFERENCE (cont’d)
for the dust to settle before we
really know what it all means.
I do, however, know some
things that will happen because
they don’t depend on the structure,
the institution, and the hierarchy of
the United Methodist Church.
Local churches, like Maynard, will
continue to feed and clothe those in
need. Local churches will continue
to care for the homeless and those
re-entering society after
incarceration. Local churches will
continue to share in fellowship
together. Local churches will
continue to cherish and teach their
children. Local churches will
continue to honor and care for their
senior members. Local churches
will continue to pray and care for
the sick. Local churches will still
be communities of love. Local
churches will still raise their voices

in songs of praise and thanksgiving
to God for God’s love and mercies.
In short, local churches will
continue to be the people of God.
Yes, it’s a nervous time, and it
may continue to be so for some
time. Please pray for our Special
General Conference, for Steve and
me as we travel to St. Louis, for our
delegates, and let us pray fervently
that love might prevail and the
church open its arms to embrace all
of God’s children, but whatever
happens, God remains God, and
God’s love for us is eternal.
Remember the promise Jesus
made as he left his disciples to
continue his work on earth,
“remember, I am with you always, to
the end of the age.” (Matthew 28:20)
See you in church!

NEW SMALL GROUP TO MEET BETWEEN ADVENT AND LENT
Our Advent book study is
completed and it is several weeks
until the Lenten study will begin.
Amy Radcliff has volunteered
to lead an in-between book study of
Final Words from the Cross by Adam
Hamilton. The group will meet on
Tuesdays at 11 a.m., in the parlor,
starting February 5, 2019. Let
Claudia know if you need a book;
she ordered a few extra. This book

study is NOT the study in Lent
which Pastor Jeff will lead and will
be announced closer to Ash
Wednesday.
NOTE: This had been
announced as beginning on
January 29, but the books have not
come in yet. See you on
February 5!

NEWSLETTER DEADLINE CHANGES
In an effort for our Maynard
Messenger to be more timely and
effective, we are asking for all
articles to be in the church office NO
LATER THAN THE 20TH OF THE
MONTH. Please note the change of
deadline.

If you have an article or event
which needs to be in the newsletter,
please plan accordingly to have the
date on the church calendar and the
necessary information to Claudia.
Thank you for your cooperation.
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NEWEST MAYNARDITE ARRIVED IN COLD OF JANUARY
Jessica (Jessie) Dodd is proud to
announce the birth of her son,
Coby Zechariah Dodd, who arrived
on January 9, 2019, much to
everyone’s delight. Coby weighed
6 lbs. 3 oz. and was 19 1/2 inches
long.
Of course Jessie and Coby are
doing fine, as well as grandma Bev

Dodd, grandpa Jim Dodd, Aunt
Nichole (Joe) Barnett; and Uncle
James.
Yep, I don’t see any spoiling
going on here either!
Welcome, Coby!

MEMBERSHIP AT MAYNARD — INTERESTED??
We’d love to have you become
a part of Maynard Avenue UMC.
If you’ve been considering
becoming a member of this diverse
community of faith or would like
more information about Maynard,
please contact the church office at

maynardch@sbcglobal.net or
Pastor Jeff at
pastorjeff.maynard@att.net or call
614-929-5038.
We look forward to hearing
from you!

“JOURNEY OF STONES” — LENTEN SERMON SERIES
Our journey through Lent
begins on Ash Wednesday,
March 6. We will once again be
joining with Summit on 16th UMC
for a combined Ash Wednesday
service. Summit will be joining us
for a Maundy Thursday service on
April 18. Both services will be at
7 p.m.
Our Lenten sermon series this
year will be “Journey of Stones.”
This series will draw upon the rich
imagery of rocks and stones in

scripture with the messages
centering around the compelling
metaphor of stones (and our
willingness to throw them) as
representative of our sins. The
weekly focus will include, Written
in Stone, Rejected Stones, Sticks
and Stones, Hearts of Stone, Upon
this Rock, Crying Stones, and
Stones to Bread. Look for more
information regarding discussion
groups during Lent.

Remember Maynard’s Breakthrough Prayer at
8:35 a.m. and p.m.:

“O God, in this moment, renew my spirit.
Transform my fear into trust,
so that I may hear your call.”
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ALL IN COMMUNITY INSPIRES OTHERS
All In Community inspires
similar initiative in BaltimoreWashington Conference.
On Saturday, December 8, 55
brothers and sisters in the Baltimore
-Washington Conference gathered
to launch an initiative similar to
West Ohio’s All In Community.
The diverse and passionate
gathering was a result of seven
months of intense planning by
Deaconess Pat Marks and Kairos
volunteer Milt Tipperman.
Early in her call to launch a
connectional criminal justice
ministry in the BaltimoreWashington Conference, Pat
sought to learn what other UM
conferences were doing: “When I
first started investigating what was
going on in The United Methodist
Church around criminal justice
ministry, West Ohio seemed to be
well ahead of everyone else with
the All In Community initiative.”
In May when Pat came to
Columbus for the United Methodist
Women's Assembly, she met with
All In Community Consultant
Reba Collins. “Pat wanted to pick
my brain about how to begin
building a similar connectional
framework within the BaltimoreWashington Conference,” Reba
recalls. Another opportunity to
connect with All In Community
came in October. Pat spent some
time with West Ohio’s 11-member
team while attending the National
Prison Summit in Nashville.
As the launch date neared, Pat,
Milt, Reba, and Emily Jones
(UMW Executive Director for
Racial Justice) collaborated via
video conferencing and email to
craft the launch and action steps
following the event. Finally,
through much prayer and a grant
provided by the UMW through the

Office of Deaconesses and
Home Missioners, Reba and
Emily were able to be on-site
to facilitate and assist in the
ministry’s launch.
Working in small groups with
facilitators, the BaltimoreWashington group identified four
big rocks to organize efforts
around:
1. Improve community awareness
about the incarceration crisis
and approaches to
incarceration.
2. Develop specific services for
women who are incarcerated in
local jails.
3. Engage communities of faith in
providing transitional support
and help with returning citizens.
4. Develop collaborative efforts
with students, families, and
schools to address the school-toprison pipeline.
Then, a volunteer steering team,
comprised of 11 volunteers, were
prayed over and commissioned to
steward the group’s work going
forward.
“It is exciting to see our efforts
here in West Ohio inspire and, in
some ways, equip other UM
leaders. All In Community looks
forward to continuing to support
remotely the efforts generating in
the Baltimore-Washington
Conference. In 2019, we are going
to be increasing our online
resources and training options to
make it easier for our BaltimoreWashington brothers and sisters to
participate,” says Reba. “For me,
this is evidence of the way God
works in this world — connecting
us through mission and ministry to
be with the least and lost.”

“It is exciting
to see our
efforts here
in West Ohio
inspire and,
in some
ways, equip
other UM
leaders.

NewsNet 12/19/18
newsnet@wocumc.org
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THE GLOBAL UMC ANTICIPATES THE SPECIAL
SESSION OF GENERAL CONFERENCE
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On February 23-26, 2019,
United Methodist Delegates and
others will gather in St. Louis,
Missouri, for the Special Called
Session of General Conference.
The General Conference of the
United Methodist Church, which
typically convenes every four years,
represents our global church and is
the only official body of our
denomination that can speak for
the worldwide UMC and make
changes to The United Methodist
Book of Discipline.
The 2016 session of General
Conference reached an impasse
regarding proposed changes to the
Discipline’s current statements about
same-sex marriage (whether or not
these ceremonies can be performed
by UM clergy and if they can be
held in UM churches), and the
ordination of “self-avowed
practicing homosexuals.” Our
Bishops were called upon to lead
when it became apparent that
decisions on these issues would not
be reached. This resulted in tabling
of the petitions related to these
issues and the eventual formation
of a 32-member Commission on a
Way Forward. The Commission
has worked diligently over the last
2 ½ years to further study these

issues and create a report that will
be presented to the Special Session
of General Conference for
legislative action.
Below is a very brief, bulletpoint summary of the three plans
that the Commission will present to
General Conference. Sketches of
these plans are also available on the
table in the foyer. The plans
themselves reflect the diversity of
opinion currently represented
across our denomination on these
divisive issues. Other petitions may
also be brought to the floor of the
Conference. The complete 93-page
Commission on a Way Forward
document can be accessed on our
conference website at
www.westohioumc.org (under
“Leadership” tab at the top of the
homepage, click on General
Conference 2019. From there,
many informational resources can
be accessed.
The One Church Plan —
Summary:
* Recognizes the diverse
theological and scriptural
understandings of our global
church
(cont’d p. 9)

GENERAL CONFERENCE SESSION (cont’d)
* Provides generous unity for
conferences, churches, and
pastors
* Removes the restrictive language
from our current Book of Discipline
* Maintains the current structure of
the denomination
* Does not require any annual
conference, bishop, congregation,
or pastor to act contrary to their
convictions
* Allows congregations and pastors
greater freedom to reach new
people

* Local churches can choose a
different connectional conference
from their annual conference

Traditional Plan — Summary:
* Strengthens the current language
of the Book of Discipline
concerning human sexuality and
increases accountability
* Asks Annual Conferences and
Bishops to certify they will
support Discipline
* Streamlines the process to enforce
penalties for violations of the Book
of Discipline related to marriage
Connectional Conference Plan —
and ordination of self-avowed
Summary:
practicing homosexual persons
* Unified core that includes shared * Maintains the current structure of
doctrine and services
the church
* Creates three values-based
* Continues all general agencies
connectional conferences:
*Designs process for those who
traditional, unity, and progressive
cannot live within Discipline to
* Allows for a Book of Discipline
change their relationship with the
within each connectional
UMC.
conference
* Reduces General Boards and
As we enter into the final weeks
Agencies to a few shared services before the Special Session, all
(Wespath, Publishing House,
United Methodists are asked to
GCFA, GCAH, UMCOR, parts pray fervently for our delegates, our
of Global Ministries)
leaders and for the future of our
* Current central conferences have United Methodist Church. We are
the choice of becoming their own challenged to set aside at least 4
connectional conference or
minutes for prayer each day from
joining a values-based
2:23-2:26 (a.m. or p.m.), times that
connectional conference
correspond to the dates of the
* Council of Bishops is focused on Conference, or at another time.
(You may find a Prayer Guide on the
shared learning and ecumenical
relationships
table in the foyer).
* Episcopal oversight,
As a congregation, we will be
accountability, elections,
having a time of special prayer in
assignments, and funding occur
our worship service, Sunday,
within the College of Bishops of February 17 before the start of the
each connectional conference
Special Session.
* Jurisdictional Conferences choose
their connectional conference
* Annual Conferences can choose a
different connectional conference
than Jurisdictional Conference
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A GOOD START FUNDRAISER AT CANDLE
LAB—FEBRUARY 7
Showing your support
for A Good Start has
never been easier — or
smelled better!
The Candle Lab in
Grandview (1255
Grandview Ave.) will donate 20%
of all sales all day starting at
11 a.m. to A Good Start. Stop in to
pour a custom-scented candle or
purchase one off the shelf in 100+
different fragrances.

Want to make an even bigger
impact? Have a party! Grab your
friends and family and email
grandview@thecandlelab.com to
make a reservation (groups of 5+).
Check out their website https://
www.facebook.com/841723709209
134/posts/316471625741881/
Any questions, contact Charity
Romero Rose at
caromero@owu.edu.

JUST. BE. 2019 WOMEN’S RETREAT
It seems like there’s
never enough time –
time for yourself, time
for quiet, time for
God. In a world of
busy, how can we
learn to “just be”?
Learn alongside other
women how we can
reduce the distraction and busyness around us, and find a new
rhythm – for life. Register at:
https://trinityumchurch.

ccbchurch.com/goto/forms/52/
responses/new
What to expect: Late-night
conversations. Food you don't
prepare yourself. Inspiring
worship. Beautiful views. Snowy
hikes. Honest small group sharing.
Cookie breaks. Exploring your
creative side. Thought-provoking
teaching. Leadership from a
certified speaker via the Spirituality
Network of Central Ohio.

Retreat Information:
Date/Time: Friday, February 8 to Sunday, February 10, 2019
Where:
Salt Fork Lodge, Lore City, Ohio
Cost:
$185 and includes lodging, food, and speaker support.
Hosts:
Trinity and Worthington UMCs. Grants available.

Open Saturdays
10 a.m. to 4 p.m.
and
3rd Sunday each month
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12 p.m.—Alcoholics
11 a.m.—Small
Anonymous
Group Book Study
7:15 p.m.—Choir
7 p.m.—Sacred Time
Out

Presidents
Day
11 a.m.—Small
12 p.m.—Alcoholics
6 p.m.—Martial Arts
Group Book Study
Anonymous
7 p.m. Alcoholics
7 p.m.—Sacred Time 7:15 p.m.—Choir
Anonymous
Out

9:15/9:30 a.m.—
6 p.m.—Martial Arts
Sunday School
7 p.m. Alcoholics
10:30 a.m.—Worship
Anonymous

9:15/9:30 a.m.—
Sunday School
10:30 a.m.—Worship
12 p.m.—Donna B’s
4.—Visit encamp-

12 p.m.—Alcoholics
Anonymous
7:15 p.m.—Choir

11 a.m.—Small
Group Book Study
7 p.m.—Sacred
Time Out

9:15/9:30 a.m.—
Sunday School
10:30 a.m.—Worship

6 p.m.—Martial Arts
7 p.m. Alcoholics
Anonymous

12 p.m.—Alcoholics
Anonymous
7;15 p.m.—Choir

11 a.m.—Small
Group Book Study
7 p.m.—Sacred
Time Out

6 p.m.—Martial Arts
9:15/9:30 a.m.—
7 p.m.— Welcome
Sunday School
Home Meeting
10:30 a.m.—Worship
7 p.m. Alcoholics
Anonymous

8 p.m.—Narcotics
Anonymous

St. Valentine’s
Day
7 p.m. — SoHud
8 p.m.—Narcotics
Block Watch Meet- Anonymous
ing

11 a.m.—AGS Fund- 8 p.m.—Narcotics
raiser at Candle Lab Anonymous
7 p.m.—Leadership
Meeting

8 p.m.—Narcotics
Anonymous

10 a.m.—Donna B’s
12 p.m.—Bells
6 p.m.—Youth Group

10 a.m.—Donna B’s
12 p.m.—Bells

10 a.m.—Donna B’s
12 p.m.—Bells
6 p.m.—Youth Group

Groundhog Day
9 a.m.—Leadership
Training Day
10 a.m.—NFOB
10 a.m.—Donna B’s
12 p.m.—Bells

